
The data contained in this report is only 
up-to-date as at Friday, 31 January 2020. Some of 
it is subject to change during the natural course of 
events. SB Morgen cannot accept liability in 
respect of any errors or omissions that may follow 
such events that may invalidate data contained 
herein.

OOur researchers employed desk research to collate 
the available data. Our editors sifted through the 
data and prepared the report, using various pro-
prietary tools to fact-check and copy edit the 
information gathered.

Our publicly released reports are formatted for 
easy and quick reading, and may not necessarily 
contain all the data that SB Morgen gathered 
during a given survey. Complete datasets can be 
made available on request.
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In 1983, US President, Ronald Reagan ordered an 
invasion of Grenada. Margaret Thatcher’s Great 
Britain strongly criticised  the invasion of a Com-
monwealth nation (the Queen was still the titular 
Head of State of Grenada), but that was all Britain 
could do, it could not  send the Royal Navy to chal-
lenge the US Navy.

Such a display of weakness by Great Britain was 
unthinkable half a century earlier, in 1933 when its 
naval power was still perceived as unrivalled.

TThe Thucydides dictum, “the strong do what they 
can, and the weak suffer what they must” is even 
more relevant today, in an age  where Donald 
Trump’s America and Xi Jiping’s China call the 
shots, but before we consider what this means for 
us in Nigeria and Africa, let us take a brief tour of 
history. 

In 1823, then US president, James Monroe proclaimed the 
“Monroe Doctrine”. This basically meant that the United 
States would no longer tolerate incursions by European 
powers in the Western Hemisphere, which it considered its 
backyard. For a couple of decades, these were little  more 
than empty words, because the United States lacked the 
means to enforce them. That however, changed when the 
UniUnited States became a serious industrial power following  
the American Civil War and Reconstruction. The comple-
tion of the First Transcontinental Railroad in 1869 meant 
that for the rst time, the United States of America could 
reliably and efficiently link its  western and  eastern coasts. 
In simple terms , the United States had truly become  a 
continental power. 

The rst target of a newly industrialised  United States was 
the declining  Spanish Empire. Spain was ejected from 
Cuba and Spanish possessions such as Puerto Rico and the 
Philippines were acquired. By 1914, the Panama Canal was 
completed, and US shipping and the US Navy could 
quickly and reliably link America’s East and West coasts. 
The United States of America had become the major 
popower in its hemisphere. 
However, there was one problem – the Royal Navy and 
British naval assets in the Caribbean. The US Navy was not  
yet ready to challenge the Royal Navy. Then the Second 
World War came along, and a desperate Britain was 
suddenly ready to hand over control of naval assets in the 
Caribbean in exchange for badly needed munitions.
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In 1983, US President, Ronald 
Reagan ordered an invasion of 
Grenada. Margaret Thatcher’s 
Great Britain strongly criticised  the 
invasion of a Commonwealth 
nation (the Queen was still the 
titular Head of State of Grenada), 
butbut that was all Britain could do, it 
could not  send the Royal Navy to 
challenge the US Navy.

Such a display of weakness by 
Great Britain was unthinkable half 
a century earlier, in 1933 when its 
naval power was still perceived as 
unrivalled.

TThe Thucydides dictum, “the 
strong do what they can, and the 
weak suffer what they must” is 
even more relevant today, in an 
age  where Donald Trump’s 
America and Xi Jiping’s China call 
the shots, but before we consider 
whwhat this means for us in Nigeria 
and Africa, let us take a brief tour of 
history. 

This is how great powers behave. Ultimately, rules only 
matter when great powers say they do. In such a world, 
might is right, and weakness is a crime.
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The world is transiting from a 
rules-based order, in which the sole 
superpower had an interest in 
enforcing the rules, to an emerging 
“disorder”, which has many actors 
testing the limits. This was predict-
able, as great powers like Russia 
andand China were never going to 
accept America’s unipolar moment 
which followed the fall of the 
Soviet Union. 

China has grown to become the 
second-largest  economy in the 
world (by some measures it is now 
the largest), while Russia, at least 
militarily, has bounced back from 
the days of humiliation that 
followed the collapse of the Soviet 
Union.Union. Both countries are eager to 
occupy their proverbial “place 
under the sun”.

SO HOW DOES THIS
AFFECT US IN
AFRICA?
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They are not alone. There are other 
regional powers such as Turkey testing 
this new order and exploring a sort of 
revival of the old Ottoman Empire. Turkey 
has made incursions into Syria and is 
actively informed in determining the 
future direction of a chaotic Libya.. The 
susuccess or failure of Turkish operations in 
Libya will shape the future of its military 
operations in the Sahel, and indeed all 
engagements in the Sahara and the 
Sahel. 

If the Turkish military achieves its objec-
tives in Libya, it will be tempted to 
operate further south, in the Sahel, and 
thus challenge French dominance - both 
powers are already at loggerheads over 
the Libya question. This potential should 
not be written off, as Turkey is developing 
amphibiousamphibious and expeditionary capabili-
ties and could be able to accomplish this 
in a couple of decades. The fact that 
Turkey is a majority Muslim country, like 
most of the Sahel, also helps their cause.

We could be dealing with Russian, 
Chinese and Turkish military interven-
tions  (in addition to existing adventurism 
from the US and France) and have 
nothing other than high fangled appeals 
to morality to counter it.
Africa does  not appear to be  economi-
cally and geopolitically prepared for this 
century and we have been caught 
at-footed. In addition, our internal 
problems, such as weak states struggling 
to exert themselves within their political 
boundaries, will make it difficult for us to 
buildbuild the economic, technological and 
military strengths to thrive in this new 
environment. Having pointed that out, it 
is important that we understand what we 
are up against.

This emerging new world order will be 
driven by great powers and regional 
powers “testing weaknesses” – and this 
puts African countries  at a distinct disad-
vantage because we are yet to develop 
the economic and military strength to 
oppose military adventurism. 

Founded in 2013, SBM Intelligence, an 
arm of SB Morgen, is an organisation 
devoted to the collection and analysis of 
information. 

We offer comprehensive analysis for, and 
support to governments, businesses 
and NGOs.

SBMSBM Intelligence runs a Nigeria-wide 
network of contacts and associates. In 
2015, SBM Intelligence became a 
partner to Stratfor, one of the leading 
private intelligence agencies in the 
world.
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