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The data contained in this report is only up-to-date as of Friday, 10 June 2020. Some 

of it is subject to change during the natural course of events. SB Morgen cannot 

accept liability in respect of any errors or omissions that may follow such events that 

may invalidate data contained herein.

Our researchers employed methods such as one-on-one interviews, desk research 

and polling to collate the available data. Our editors sifted through the data and 

prepared the report, using various proprietary tools to fact-check and copy edit the 

information gathered.

Our publicly released reports are formatted for easy and quick reading, and may not 

necessarily contain all the data that SB Morgen gathered during a given survey. 

Complete datasets can be made available on request.
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Executive Summary 

In this report, we cover a range of health and economic issues in response to Nigeria's 

fight against COVID-19. From health preparedness to economic measures designed 

to mitigate the effect of a prolonged lockdown, we examine the gaps and citizens' 

pulse on the government's response. This report identifies measures by Federal and 

State governments, highlighting a state by state health preparedness index. In 

addition, we cover a list of private sector support in the fight against COVID-19 

including its role in increasing the number of isolation centres across the country. 

Amongst the gaps, we considered how ineffective the sensitisation about the disease 

has been following a reduction in the observation of social distancing and the use of 

facemask after the phasing of the lockdown and lifting of the interstate travel ban. In 

addition, we examine reports of police brutality since the announcement of Nigeria's 

first COVID-19 case. Lastly, we consider the economics of COVID-19, identifying a rise 

in inflation in our Jollof Index report as well as citizen's perception of the 

government's response in tackling the spread of the disease, from instituting a 

lockdown to the distribution of support and palliatives.
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Introduction

Testing remains an issue in Nigeria. Last week, the government lifted the ban on 

interstate travel was expected. Although the number of cases keeps rising – it sat at 

about 25,694 at the time of making this chart – the government is left with very little 

choice but to lift the travel ban as it has put a lot of hardship on Nigerians with the 

rising prices coming at a time of decreasing incomes. However, movement resumed 

on the same day that there was an attack on a COVID-19 press conference in Kogi, 

one state where the governor has consistently denied the presence of the 

coronavirus. The actions and statements of the governors of Kogi and Cross River 

states, and events such as the FMC Lokoja violence, will provide justification for the 

rest of the world to keep travel restrictions in place on Nigerians if we have whole 

states that refuse to take COVID-19 seriously and threaten health personnel 

demanding for better.

Nigeria recorded her first coronavirus case on 27th February 2020 - a case which 

involved an Italian expatriate in Lagos. In the period of time that has followed since 

then, a lot of activities have taken place. The default response of the Nigerian 

government to the pandemic was to lockdown major parts of the country, in addition 

to closing down schools, worship centres and a number of critical sectors of the 

economy, leaving the food industry, ports and healthcare sectors open. This strategy 

succeeded in slowing the spread of the virus. 
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On 28th March, President Muhammadu Buhari announced a lockdown of the Federal 

Capital Territory, Lagos and Ogun states for two weeks, which later was extended. 

State governors had already swung into action by closing down interstate 

boundaries and instituting task forces to deal with defaulters. The Federal 

Government set up the Presidential Task Force on COVID-19 headed by the Secretary 

to the Federation, Boss Mustapha. In the same manner, state governors also set up 

crisis management teams to coordinate efforts to tackle the pandemic. 

The Federal Government eased the nationally declared lockdown on 4th of May to 

enable businesses to reopen, while retaining the ban on religious gathering and 

schools. However, on June 29th, President Buhari announced that the ban on 

interstate movement would be lifted on 1st July, in addition to allowing secondary 

school students in graduating classes return to school for their final exams. On 

Wednesday, July 1st, the Minister of Aviation, Hadi Sirika, announced that domestic 

flights will resume nationally on 8th July.

Among the key problems that threatened the containment efforts at the beginning 

of the pandemic was the moribund state of the Nigerian healthcare system. The 

country's healthcare network has been ranked among the worst in the world; a 2018 

study in The Lancet on global healthcare access and quality ranked Nigeria 142nd out 

of 195 countries. Even with these obvious constraints, isolation centres were quickly 

set up in some places but intensive care units were scarce. 

The table below shows the current list of isolation centres across the country.

1

1 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)30994-2/fulltext 
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The current number of isolation centres have proven not to be enough as the 

government has strongly considered ways to treat patients at home. In spite of the 

seriousness of the pandemic,  the Kogi state government listed a block at Fareec 

Clinic as an isolation centre but an investigation by The Cable showed that it has been 

under lock and key. The state government's refusal to test people is a huge set back 

in the fight against the pandemic. However, following the death of its Chief Judge, 

Nasir Ajannah, in Abuja and the governor's personal assistant, Abdulateef Suleman, 

the state government on Monday 29th June announced that it has set up a reference 

molecular laboratory for COVID-19 tests in partnership with the United States Centre 

for Diseases Control (CDC) named Confluence Centre for Infectious Diseases in 

Lokoja. Despite this, Governor Bello has consistently denied the existence of the 

virus, calling it a hoax that was designed to propagate fear.

2 https://thenationonlineng.net/isolation-centres-running-out-of-space-for-patients/ 
3 https://www.thecable.ng/inside-story-how-kogi-is-turning-a-blind-eye-to-patients-with-covid-19-
symptoms 
4 https://www.thecable.ng/kogi-weve-partnered-us-cdc-to-set-up-covid-19-testing-lab 

2

3

4
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5 https://www.sbmintel.com/2020/05/chart-of-the-week-the-sbm-state-health-preparedness-index/  

On Tuesday, 19 May, SBM published its first country-wide health preparedness 

index, which analyzed the readiness of the states in combating health challenges. We 

used six factors to rank the states, and each of these was given a different weight 

based on how important we deemed them in the scheme of things. The factors were 

doctor-to-population ratio; infant mortality; human development index; the portion 

of the state's budget that was spent on health; per capita budget for each state; and 

household size. Based on these factors, the best states were Cross River, Lagos, 

Anambra, Kwara and Ondo. The worst states were Kebbi, Kano, Gombe, Jigawa and 
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In arriving at this index, the three most important factors taken into consideration were

doctor-to-population ratio, infant mortality rates and human development indices of each state

SBM Intel then assessed how much each state spends on health relative to its budget size and

calculated both the proportion of the budget spent on health as well as the per capita expenditure

on health. Finally, states were given a maximum of 5 points based on the average household size

of each state, where a lower household size attracted a higher score

Based on these ranking criteria, the top ranked states are Cross River, Lagos, Anambra, Kwara

and Ondo. The bottom ranked states are Kebbi, Kano, Gombe, Jigawa and Niger.

Data sources: SBM Intelligence, BudgIT, NBS World Bank

5
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Niger. Cross River was only a part of the top-performing states because of the size of 

its rather unrealistic budget, and due to the fact that the report was done with 

approved budgets rather than implementation reports, which are hard to come by.

Below is a chart showing the number of confirmed cases by states as of Thursday 9 

July 2020

No, Discharged, No. of Cases (Lab Confirmed), No, of Cases (on admission) and No. of Deaths by States Affected

No, Discharged No, of Cases (Lab Confirmed) No, of Cases (on admission) No, of Deaths
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An investigation by Punch revealed that Nigeria had less than 500 ventilators at the 

beginning of the pandemic. There have been efforts to produce locally and buy from 

countries willing to export. However, the noise about ventilators has reduced 

noticeably and has been replaced by a focus on curative treatments and drugs such 

as hydroxychloroquine and Remdesivir. To support the government's efforts, there 

have been a series of community responses by both the private sector and public 

individuals. 

The table below shows a list of private sector contributions to the fight against 

COVID-19. 
 

State

 

Public /Governance Measures & 

additional info

 
Organisation/Inst

itution

 
Type of 

Response

 
Date

 

Lagos 

State

 
GTB has set up a fully equipped 

100-

 

bed Intensive Care Centre at 

Onikan for the Nigerian people. 

The Centre was fully equipped 

with the required equipment 

including respirators and 

personnel needed to treat and 

care for those infected. The 

centre was comp leted by March 

31st 2020

 

GTB

 
Business 

Community 

Response

 

2020-03-24

 

Nation

wide

 
The coalition of CSOs are working 

on developing strategy 

documents to support NCDC's 

response

  
Organised Civil 

Society

 

2020-03-23

 

Edo 

State

 Edo State Govt reduces the 

number of people in public 

gatherings to 20

 

Markets are to be shut with only 

traders selling essentials like food 

& medicine

 

Mass manufacture of hand 

sanitizers in collaboration with 

Irrua Specialist Teaching Hospital

 

Law enforce ment agencies to 

enforce restrictions

 

Edo Govt

 Government-Led 

Response

 

2020-03-24

 

Rivers 

State
 Rivers has made two main new 

measures:
 

** An order made after a 

stakeholder meeting restricting 

the number of passengers in 

commercial vehicles and giving a 

range of related direction [issued 

Sunday 22nd March but expect to 

be in force Tuesday 24th]
 Office of the 

Governor
 Government-Led 

Response
 

2020-03-24
 

6

                                                
6 https://punchng.com/nigeria-has-less-than-500-ventilators-for-coronavirus-patients-sources/ 
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** A wide-ranging order by the 

governor closi ng all cinemas, 

parks etc. Also bans weddings and 

related events and crucially after 

discussion with church leaders no 

more church services for now. 

Issued late on Monday 23rd 

March Update on 24th March
 

Rivers 

State
 

Rivers has a technical committee 

on Corona led by Commissioner 

of Health, broad membership of 

medical plus some security 

personnel, There is a state Exco 

committee that I think includes 

the SSG and seems to have more 

of an external direction focus 

[likely decides on closures etc]. 

There is an isolation centre but 

reason to believe it is only being 

developed now Update on 24 

March
 Ministry of 

Health
 Technical 

Committee
 

2020-03-24
 

Nation

wide
 Nigerian Coalition Against CoVID -

19 spearheaded by Access Bank 

Plc in collaboration with Dangote 

Foundation and other 

Organisations across industries to 

lend private sector response to 

the pandemic.
 

A 1000-bed facility is being built 

to serve as isolation,
 

testing, 

treatment and training centres
 

NCAC
 

Business 

Community 

Response
 

2020 -03-24
 

Lagos 

State
 President Buhari approved the 

immediate release of a 10 billion 

Naira grant to Lagos State, which 

remains the epicentre of the 

Covid-19 outbreak in Nigeria. This 

grant will enable Lagos State to 

increase its capacity to control 

and contain the outbreak, wh ile 

also supporting other States with 

capacity building.
 

FGN
 Government-Led 

Response
 

2020-03-26
 

Federal 

Capital 

Territory 

The release of a 5 billion Naira 

special intervention fund to the 

Nigeria Center for Disease 

Control (NCDC) to equip, expand 

and provide personnel to its 

facilities and laboratories across 

the country.

 

FGN

 Government -Led 

Response

 

2020 -03-26
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Affected 

States 

To strengthen national response 

to coronavirus (COVID -19) in 

Nigeria, industrialist and founder 

of BUA Group, Abdul-Samad 

Rabiu, has announced a donation 

of ₦1 billion in cash through the 

BUA Foundation. He also placed 

an order for an additional 

donation of equipment and 

medical supplies including testing 

kits and medical protective gear 

to 9 states in Nigeria.“These 

medical supplies are being air 

freighted and will arrive in Nigeria 

as soon as possible. States to 

benefit include Lagos, Kano, 

Adamawa, Edo, Kwara, Rivers, 

Abia, Akwa-Ibom and Sokoto.” BUA Group 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-03-26 

Nation

wide 

First Bank is working with the 

Government, the United Nations 

& Innovative Tech Firms to 

develop e -learning situations for 

Students to combat being out of 

school this period First Bank 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-03-26 

Nation

wide 

Heritage Bank set up a COVID -19 

support Centre to provide 

support and accurate information 

to staff and customers. 

Heritagebankcovid19support@hb

ng.com Heritage Bank 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-03-27 

Lagos 

State 

YPO (Young Presidents 

Organisation) Lagos Chapter led 

by Mrs Fola Laoye( nee Elebute), 

Dr Richard Ajayi and Dr Ola Brown 

has put together a field hospital 

in a converted space of the 

Landmark Event centre , V.I to 

deliver testing, isolation and 

treatment (including intensive 

care) to Lagosians starting on 

Monday. YPO is implementing 

this through a public -private 

collaboration with the Lagos state 

government. 

Young Presidents 

Association, 

Lagos Chapter 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-03-27 
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 A collaboration between the 

NNPC and its partners in the 

upstream sector of the nation’s 

oil and gas value chain. The 

companies are drawn from the Oil 

Producers Trade Section (OPTS) 

and the Independent Petroleum 

Producer s Group (IPPG) has been 

announced and aimed at 

supporting Nigeria's national 

healthcare delivery facilities and 

covers three key thematic areas;  

a) Provision of Medical 

consumables 

b) Deployment of logistics and In -

patient Support System  

c) Delivery of Medical 

Infrastructure  

 

The three thematic support 

initiatives amount to a total of 

USD 30 million (~₦11 billion naira) 

and will be delivered in phases, 

starting today. 

NNPC & 

 

1. The Shell 

Group of 

Companies in 

Nigeria 

2. The 

ExxonMobil 

Group of 

Companies in 

Nigeria 

3. The Total 

Group of 

Companies in 

Nigeria 

4. The Chevron 

Group of 

Companies in 

Nigeria 

5. The Eni Group 

of Companies in 

Nigeria 

6. Addax 

Petroleum 

7. Aiteo Eastern 

Exploration and 

Production 

Limited 

8. AMNI 

International 

Petroleum 

Development 

Company Limited 

9. Dansaki 

Petroleum 

Limited 

10. Elcrest 

Exploration and 

Production 

Nigeria Limited 

11. Eroton 

Exploration & 

Production 

Company Limited 

12. Energia 

Limited 

13. First 

Exploration & 

Petroleum 

Business 

Community 

Response  
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Development 

Company Limited 

14. First 

Hydrocarbon 

Nigeria Limited 

15. Frontier Oil 

Limited 

16. Green Energy 

International 

Limited 

17. Lekoil Nigeria 

Limited 

18. Midwestern 

Oil & Gas 

Company Ltd 

19. Newcross 

Exploration & 

Production 

Limited 

20. Network 

Exploratio n & 

Production 

21. Niger Delta 

Petroleum 

Resource Limited 

22. Oando Oil 

Limited 

23. Oriental 

Energy 

Resources Ltd 

24. Pillar Oil 

Limited 

25. Platform 

Petroleum 

Limited 

26. SEPLAT 

Petroleum 

Development 

Company PLC 

27. Shoreline 

Natural 

Resources 

28. Suntrust Oil 

Company Nigeria 

Limited 

29. Vertex 

Energy Limited 
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30. Waltersmith 

Petroman Oil 

Limited 

31. Yinka 

Folawiyo 

Petroleum 

Limited 

32. Sahara 

Energy Fields 

Limited 

33. BelemaOil 

Producing 

Limited 
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Lagos 

State 

Aliko Dangote donates 4 new 

ambulances to support COVID19 

response activities in Lagos, led 

by Lagos state ministry of health  

 

Grateful for collective efforts 

demonstrated by the government 

& private sector in response to 

this outbreak. Alike Dangote 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-3-28 

Lagos 

State 

Mr and Mrs Alakija Donates 1 

billion Naira to fightCOVID -19 

- NCDC - ₦250,000,000 naira 

- Lagos State Government - 

₦250,000,000 naira 

- Supply of medical equipment to 

the relevant organisation - 

₦250,000,000 

- Africa Center of Excellence for 

Genomic of Infections Diseases - 

₦50,000,000 naira 

- Medical Workers on the 

frontline in Lagos - ₦100,000,000 

- Medical Workers on the 

frontline in Abuja - ₦100,000,000 

Mr and Mrs 

Alakija 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-3-30 

Oyo 

State 

Oyo state governor Engr Seyi 

Makinde test positive for COVID -

19, says he remains in self -

isolation. The was confirmed 

Monday 30th 2020 via the 

Governor personal twitter page 

@seyiamakinde. The governor 

also appointed Prof Temitope 

Alonge, a former (CMD)of the 

University College Hospital (UCH) 

Ibadan as the Head of COVID -19 

task force while he recovers. 

Governor Makinde was one of the 

governors who attended the 

National Economic Council 

Meeting in Abuja. The Nigeria 

Governors Forum advised its 

Members in attendance to go into 

self -isolation 

Oyo state - 

Office of the 

Governor 

Government -Led 

Response 2020-3-30 

Nation

wide 

54gene on 26th March 2020 

launched the Nigeria COVID -19 

Testing Support Fund with the 

help of various partners including 

@UNIONBANG_NG and was able 54gene 

Organised Civil 

Society 2020-3-26 
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to raise $500,000(₦185,500,000), 

towards expanding test by 1000 

test a day to support the effort of 

NCDC 

Kwara 

State 

The Governor of Kwara State has 

reportedly donated his 10 months 

salary in fighting the sp read of 

the coronavirus in the country 

Abdulrahman 

Abdulrazaq 

Additional Info 

Needed 2020-03-30 

Lagos 

State 

Pastor E.A Adeboye the General 

Overseer of RCCG donates 8000 

Hand sanitizers, 8000 surgical 

face masks and 200,000 hand 

gloves to support the efforts of 

the Lagos state government in 

equipping the medical staff with 

necessary protective gear. RCCG 

also donated 11 ICU beds fully 

filled with ventilators in Lagos, 

Ogun, Plateau State 

Pastor E.A 

Adeboye 

Organised Civil 

Society 2020-3-28 

Nation

wide 

Allon Energy Innovations 

powerful collaborations -

announces ₦180,000,000 COVID -

19 solar relief fund to partners 

Arnergy, Auxano,GVE and Lumos 

to power emergency health care 

in Nigeria, and can be reached via 

the provided numbers 

ARNERGY - 09035633226 

AUXANO SOLAR - 08038682995 

GVE - 080639841148 

LUMOS - 07031783534 www.all -

on.com 

Allon Energy 

Innovations 

Powerful 

Collaboration 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-4-1 

Nation

wide 

Society of IGBO Professionals 

[S.I.P] has set up emergency 

numbers for people in the Igbo 

speaking parts of #Nigeria to 

reach in case of an emergency. 

Society of IGBO 

Professionals 

[S.I.P] 

Organised Civil 

Society 2020-03-27 

Nation

wide 

United Bank for Africa Plc (UBA) 

announced a donation of over 5 

billion Naira (U$D14 million), 

through the UBA Foundation, to 

catalyse a comprehensive pan -

African response to the fight 

against the Coronavirus (COVID -

19) global pandemic UBA Plc 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-03-26 
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Nation

wide 

MTN Nigeria waived charges on 

their #MoMo Agent transactions 

and gave customers free access 

to educational materials. 

Customers also received 10 free 

SMS messages daily. You can 

access @NCDCgov, @WHO and 

@FMOH websites for free on 

MTN. MTN NG 

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-03-25 

Lagos 

State 

Ford Foundation donated vehicles 

to the state government aid 

contact tracing in Lagos Ford Foundation 

Organised Civil 

Society 2020-04-01 

Lagos 

State 

Reckitt Benckiser (RB), makers of 

JIK, has donated 100 cartons of 

products to Lagos State to 

support its fight against 

Coronavirus. Country Manager of 

RB Hygiene West Africa Asif 

Hashimi said: “This is a critical 

time and RB, makers of JIK, is 

proud to partner the Lagos State 

government in the fight against 

COVID-19. This contribution is in 

line with JIK’s efforts at 

containing the pandemic. Reckitt Benckiser  

Business 

Community 

Response 2020-04-07 

Kogi 

State 

Kogi politician and activist, 

Natasha Akpoti, on Friday 

donated three ventilators to the 

Federal Medical Centre (FMC) 

Lokoja to help tackle the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

According to a statement by the 

Natasha Akpoti Foundation, 

although the state had yet to 

record any COVID -19 case, the 

ventilators are to be installed in 

the public health facility in the 

state. 

Natasha Akpoti 

Foundation Private Citizen 2020-04-10 

Lagos 

State 

The United Nations system in 

Nigeria has donated three 

ambulances to the Lagos State 

government as part of its support 

to the Government led-efforts in 

curbing the spread of COVID -19 

pandemic in Nigeria. UN in Nigeria 

International 

Organisation 2020-04-11 

Edo Adams Oshiomole distributed 

bags of rice to IDPs in Edo state 

Adams 

Oshiomole Private Citizen 2020-04-14 
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Anambra

 

Godwin Maduka Foundation 

commenced cash transfer to 

hundreds of widow in Anambra 

and beyond as part of measures 

to stem the biting hardship 

occasioned by the pandemic 

Godwin Maduka 

Foundation 

Non-

Governmental 

Organisatio n 2020-04-14 

Nation

wide 

The European Union has given 

Nigeria €50 million to fight the 

coronavirus disease which has 

killed at least 10 people in the 

West African country. The 

donation was announced when 

the President, Major General 

Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), 

received in the audien ce the EU 

Delegation at the Council 

Chambers, State House, Abuja on 

Tuesday. European Union 

International 

Organisation 2020-04-14 

Nation

wide 

The UN System in Nigeria has 

handed over to the Nigerian 

government a shipment of 50 A30 

ventilators, personal pro tective 

equipment and other essential 

medical supplies to support the 

government’s COVID -19 

response. The equipment was 

procured with funds from the 

recently launched COVID -19 

Basket Fund, including USD $2 

million mobilised within the UN 

System in Nigeria and a USD 

$200,000 contribution from APM 

Terminals. United Nations 

International 

Organisation 2020-04-15 

Nation

wide 

Nigeria has received a 

consignment of 50 ventilators 

and Personal Protective 

Equipment, PPE, from the United 

Nations Development 

Programme, UNDP. UNDP Nigeria 

revealed this in a tweet on its 

official handle, noting that the 

materials were bought with funds  

from the COVID -19 Basket Fund 

for Nigeria United Nations 

International 

Organisation 2020-04-16 

Rivers As part of efforts to prevent the 

dreaded COVID -19 (Coronavirus) 

pandemic in the Rivers State and 

in the country, the Management 

National Youth 

Service Corps Agency 2020-04-16 
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of the National Youth S ervice 

Corps (NYSC) in Rivers has 

donated homemade kits to the 

State Government. 

Lagos Foursquare Gospel church 

donates relief materials to Lagos 

state government Foursquare 

Religious 

Organisation 2020-04-17 

Rivers 

The Total Exploration and 

Production Nigeria Limited (Total 

E&E) has donated two ventilators 

and two monitors to Rivers State 

Government to assist in the fight 

against the Coronavirus pandemic 

in the state. The company handed 

the medical equipment worth 

millions of naira to the state’s 

Commissioner for Health, Prof. 

Princewill Chike, in Port Harcourt, 

the state capital. Total 

Business 

Community 2020-04-17 

Nation

wide 

Nestlé has contributed over 

₦700m to support COVID -19 

response efforts in Nigeria. The 

donation includes nutritious food 

and beverage products worth 

₦450 million for more than 

600,000 vulnerable people, most 

impacted by the crisis. The 

company also donated ₦250 

million in cash towards the 

procurement of medical supplies 

and personal protective 

equipment for the COVID -19 

response. Nestlé is supporting 

the COVID -19 response efforts 

led by the Presidential Taskforce, 

working alongside other private 

sector part ners in the Coalition 

Against COVID -19 (CACOVID). Nestle 

Business 

Community 2020-04-20 

Anambra

 

A POLITICAL organisation 

comprising supporters of 

Anambra State governor, Chief 

Willie Obiano, has donated 

₦1million Naira to the Anambra 

State Task Force Commit tee on 

COVID-19. The group, which is 

known as Obiano Apostles’ 

Movement for Consolidation, 

directs that the donation be 

Obiano Apostles’ 

Movement for 

Consolidation 

Political 

Organisation 2020-04-20 
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channelled into Anambra COVID -

19 Relief Fund. 

Nation

wide 

Nigeria and fifty -three other 

African countries would receive 

500,000 coronavirus test kits and 

300 ventilators donated by Ali 

Baba Foundation to African Union 

Member States, The PUNCH 

reports. Also donated to fight the 

pandemic in Africa were 4.6m 

masks, 200,000 clothing sets, 

200,000 face shields, 2,000 

thermal guns, 100 body 

temperature scanners and 

500,000 pairs of gloves 

Jack Ma 

Foundation  2020-04-20 

Kano 

The former governor of Kano 

state senator Rabiu Musa 

Kwankwaso on Monday donated 

AMANA HOSPITAL to the Kano 

State Government to aid the fight 

against COVID -19. AMANA 

HOSPITAL is newly built, fully 

equipped with 60 -beds capacity, 

completed last month and it has 

not yet been commissioned. It is 

located at Miller Road, Bompai, 

Kano State. 

Rabiu 

Kwankwaso  2020-04-20 

Nation

wide 

Chairman CIG Motors Company 

Limited, promoters of the GAC 

Motor Brand in Nigeria, Chief 

Diana Chen, has joined notable 

figures pushing the frontlines in 

the fight against the coronavirus 

pandemic. She donated an 

ambulance and ₦20M Diana Chen 

Business 

Community 2020-04-22 

Ogun 

Leading health brand, Dettol has 

donated her hygiene products to 

Ogun State in support of the 

State Government’s fight against 

the COVID -19 pandemic. This 

donation forms part of Dettol’s 

contribution to the Ogun state 

government’s stimulus package 

of relie f materials to cater for the 

vulnerable citizens impacted by Dettol 

Business 

Community 2020-04-22 
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the Covid-19 outbreak, to be 

distributed to 500,000 homes 

across the state. 

Nation

wide 

FrieslandCampina WAMCO 

Nigeria PLC has donated ₦500 

million to the Nigerian private 

sector coalition against COVID -19 

(CACOVID). The donation was 

announced in a statement by Ore 

Famurewa, the company’s 

director of corporate 

communications. CACOVID is a 

collaboration between the 

Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) and 

the private sector to support the 

government in the fight against 

COVID-19 Friesland 

Business 

Community 2020-04-22 

Nation

wide 

DAG Industries Nigeria Ltd has 

donated personal protective 

equipment to the Nigeria Centre 

for Disease Control and Lagos 

State Government thr ough the 

Ministry of Health to support 

Nigeria’s fight against Covid -19. 

The organisation said that it also 

reached out to riders of Boxer 

Okada at the grassroots level and 

distributed sanitisers, masks, and 

gloves on “a pan Nigeria basis.” DAG Industries 

Business 

Community 2020-04-25 

Nation

wide 

Billionaire businessman and 

philanthropist, Abdulsamad Rabiu 

has donated an additional ₦3.3 

billion naira to fight the deadly 

COVID-19 pandemic currently 

ravaging the country. It will be 

recalled that the mogul has 

previously donated ₦1.6 billion 

naira; ₦1 billion through the 

private sector fund and ₦600 

million to various state 

governments. 

Abdulsamad 

Rabiu 

Business 

Community 2020-04-26 

Lagos 

The Nigerian Institution of Estate 

Surveyors &  Valuers (NIESV), 

Lagos State Branch  has donated 

Personal Protective Equipment, NIESV 

Non-

Governmental 

Organisation 2020-04-26 



JUNE 2020    I    NIGERIA’S COVID - 19 JOURNEY , MID - 2020

21

including 60 pieces of protective 

gowns, for be used at Isolation 

centres across the state and 100 

pieces of reusable high -quality 

Face shields 

Nation

wide 

The Seaport Terminal Operators 

Association of Nigeria (STOAN) 

has donated the sum of ₦700 

million to the Federal 

Government to support the 

country’s effort in curtailing the 

spread of the coronavirus 

pandemic in the country. Its 

Chairman, Princess Vicky 

Haastrup, who spoke in Lagos 

yesterday, said no effort should 

be spared in curtailing the COVID -

19. STOAN 

Business 

Community 2020-04-27 

Nation

wide 

The German government has 

approved an additional €5.5 

support to its Nigerian 

counterpart in the ongoing 

effo rts to tackle the COVID -19 

pandemic in the country. The 

German Diplomatic Missions in 

Nigeria which disclosed this on its 

official Twitter handle, 

@GERinNigeria, Tuesday, said the 

funds were released to support 

vulnerable people in Borno, 

Adamawa and Yobe State 

through the Nigerian 

Humanitarian Fund (NHF). Germany 

International 

Donor 2020-04-28 

Nation

wide 

Tolaram Group, promoters of 

Indomie Noodles, Power Oil, 

Hypo, Kellogg’s, Dano, Colgate, 

and other household brands, has 

donated products worth ₦1 

billion to the Federal Government 

in the fight against Coronavirus. 

Making the donation, Managing 

Director Har esh Aswani said: “We 

believe no amount of support is 

too much during this challenge. 

We also believe our contribution 

will help to expand the health 

capabilities on ground, especially 

testing, isolation, provision of Tolaram 

Business 

Community 2020-04-30 
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treatment facilities, and 

humanitarian palliatives essential 

to contain the virus and support 

Nigerians in its aftermath. 

Lagos 

To support the on -going battle by 

the Lagos State government to 

contain the spread of COVID -19 

pandemic, Arise, a charity 

organisation has donated medical 

supplies to the Lagos State 

COVID-19 Response Team. The 

relief materials donated included: 

4,000 sanitisers; 20,000 hand 

gloves and 4,000 facemasks. Arise 

Non-

Governmental 

Organisation 2020-05-01 

Delta 

Some oil companies operating in 

Delta State have donated a 

Nissan Pick-Up Van, facemasks 

and food items to the state 

government, to cushion the 

impact of COVID -19 pandemic. 

The Health Community Liaison 

Manager of Midwestern Oil, Mr 

Williams Eboh, while pre senting 

the items to the State 

Government on behalf of the 

companies, said the gesture was 

in response to the governor’s 

clarion call for support by 

organisations and well -spirited 

individuals in the fight against the 

disease. Midwestern Oil 

Business 

Community 2020-05-02 

Kebbi 

To support the efforts of the 

government towards cushioning 

the effects of the coronavirus 

pandemic situation on the less 

privilege in Kebbi State especially 

during the fasting period, Power 

oil, Nigeria’s vegetable cooking 

oil has donated 200 cartons of the 

product (sachet) to Medicaid 

Cancer Foundation in its quests 

towards addressing hunger and 

malnutrition rate in the state. This 

partnership was confirmed during Power Oil 

Business 

Community 2020-05-04 
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the donation exercise which took 

place at the statehouse, Kebbi 

State , when the first Lady Kebbi 

state, Dr Zainab Shinkafi Bagudu, 

alongside other officials of 

Medicaid Cancer Foundation 

received the Power oil team. The 

200 cartons of Power oil sachets 

were deposited at the food bank 

specially set up to feed the 

citizens du ring the pandemic 

which has equally coincided with 

the month of Ramadan. 

Kano 

The Aliko Dangote Foundation 

(ADF), a philanthropic endeavour 

of Aliko Dangote, has contracted 

54Gene, a molecular diagnostics 

company specialized in the 

research, and diagnostics, to 

immediately set up a 400 test/day 

capacity laboratory in Kano State. 

54Gene is accredited by the 

Nigeria Centre for Disease 

Control (NCDC) and has already 

set up labs in Lagos and in Ogun 

States. The lab, which was 

inaugurated yesterday - May 3 in 

Kano, will start with a testing 

capacity of 400 tests a day, 

increasing to 1,000 tests a day by 

May 10. 

Dangote 

Foundation 

Non-

Governmental 

Organisation 2020-05-04 

Nation

wide 

A leading food & dairy company, 

Promisador made a cash 

contribution and gave quality 

food products. While the 

company donated ₦200 million to 

buy equipment and set up 

isolation centres through Nigeria 

Private Sector Coalition Against 

COVID-19 (CACOVID), it also 

donated some quality products 

worth over ₦80 million to Lagos 

and Ekiti states. Besides, the 

company also gave milk, 

beverages, cereals and seasoning 

products worth ₦44 million to 

support the food bank in Lagos 

State. Similarly, it gave products 

worth ₦34 million to Ekiti. Its host Promasidor 

Business 

Community 2020-05-04 
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community at Isolo in Lagos State 

also got products worth ₦5.7 

million. 

Lagos 

One of Nigeria’s financial service 

technology companies, Opay, has 

joined Nigerians and the 

government in rolling out a series 

of anti -pandemic and relief 

efforts. The latest is its support 

for the Lagos State Government’s 

recently launched initiative 

#MaskUpLagos, to curb the 

spread of COVID -19 in Nigeria. As 

part of its #DoMore initiative, 

OPay has donated 40,000 medical 

masks to the state government, 

with a commitment to donate 

another 200,000 masks to needed 

entities in the coming weeks. Opay 

Business 

Community 2020-05-06 

Abuja 

ThisDay and Arise Media Group in 

association with other partners 

have donated a treatment and 

isolation centre in Abuja as their 

contribution to the fight against 

the coronavirus in Nigeria. The 

centre is located at the THISDAY 

Dome in the Central Business 

District, Abuja. It has a 360 -bed 

capacity, which could be scaled up 

to 500 beds if the need arises. 

The partners in the project are 

the Sahara Foundation, the 

Corporate Coalition Against 

COVID-19 (CACOVID), African 

Finance Corp oration (AFC) and 

the Chinese Civil Engineering and 

Construction Company (CCECC), 

which handled the internal 

partitioning among others. ThisDay & Arise 

Business 

Community 2020-05-06 
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Nation

wide 

The Embassy of Israel in Nigeria 

on Thursday donated 2,000 

protective face masks to support 

Nigerian medical personnel in the 

ongoing fight against the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

Ambassador of Israel to Nigeria, 

Mr Shimon Ben-Shoshan, while 

delivering the face masks to the 

Minister of Health, Mr Osagie 

Ehanire, said the i tems were 

designed in Israel and 

manufactured in Nigeria. Israel  2020-05-07 

Rivers 

In its determination to stem the 

spread of the coronavirus 

pandemic in the state, the Rivers 

State Government Friday evening 

inaugurated three PCR machines 

at its Covid-19 testing centre at 

the Rivers State University 

Teaching Hospital, Port Harcourt. 

The Chief Medical Director (CMD) 

of the Teaching Hospital, Dr 

Friday Aaron, said Shell 

Petroleum Development 

Company donated two of the PCR 

machines to the state 

government while the third came 

from Total E and P . Total, Shell 

Business 

Community 2020-05-09 

Lagos 

Employees of 

telecommunications services 

provider, Airtel Nigeria, have 

donated the sum of ₦20 million 

to the Lagos State Government in 

support of the fight against the 

COVID-19 global pandemic 

currently ravaging communities 

and nations the world over , 

making them the first employee 

group in the country to make such 

a donation. The donated sum is 

specifically meant to support the 

Lagos State Government in the 

provision of relief materials to 

indigent residents and citizens as 

well as families who are b adly 

affected by the on -going COVID-

19 crisis. Airtel 

Business 

Community 2020-05-09 
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Lagos, 

Ogun 

Pastor Tunde Bakare of the 

Citadel Global Community Church 

(formerly, The Latter Rain 

Assembly), has announced the 

donation of two church buildings 

to the Lagos State Government 

for use as isolation centres. 

He also said a private residence 

owned by the church in Abeokuta 

has been given out to the Ogun 

State Government to quarantine 

those infected with the 

coronavirus. 

Citadel Global 

Community 

Church 

Religious 

Organisation 2020-05-10 

Nation

wide 

Nigeria’s efforts to fight the 

COVID-19 pandemic got a major 

boost as the Catholic Bishop 

Conference of Nigeria (CBCN) 

offered all its 425 health facilities 

across the country as isolation 

centres for COVID -19 patients. 

The Secretary to the Government 

of the Federation (SGF), Boss 

Mustapha, made this known at 

the dai ly Presidential Task Force 

on COVID-19 briefing on Monday Catholic Church 

Religious 

Organisation 2020-05-11 

Edo 

The management of the Ambrose 

Alli University (AAU), Ekpoma, has 

donated 5,000 reusable and 

washable face masks to the Edo 

State Government, as a 

contribution to the state’s 

campaign against the spread of 

coronavirus (COVID -19) pandemic 

Vice-Chancellor of the institution, 

Prof. Ignatius Onimawo, who was 

represented by the Director, 

Centre for 

Entrepreneurial/Career Studies, 

AAU, Ekpoma, Prof. Osadolor 

Odia, presented the materials to 

the Head of Service, Mr Anthony 

Okungbowa, at the Government 

House, Benin City, yesterday. 

Ambrose Alli 

University 

Academic 

Community 2020-05-15 
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Lagos 

The Nigeria Football Federation 

(NFF) in a bid to help curb the 

spread of the coronavirus have 

donated facemasks, hand gloves, 

and other Personal Protective 

Equipment to the Lagos State 

Government. The NFF 

represented by First Vice -

President Barrister Seyi 

Akinwunmi and Aisha Falode, an 

executive board member and 

Head of Committee, Nigeria 

Women’s Football League 

donated 3,000 pieces of 

facemasks, 1,000 pair of hand 

gloves, 1,000 bottles of hand 

sanitizers and 50 pieces of 

Personal Preventive Equipment 

covers. 
Nigeria Football 

Federation 
Sports 

Community 2020-05-19 

Katsina 

The Wife of Katsina State 

Governor, Dr Hadiza Bello Masari, 

Wednesday donated one million 

certified face masks to the 34 

local government areas of the 

state to support the 

government’s fi ght against the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Other 

beneficiaries included the Nigeria 

Security and Civil Defense Corps 

(NSCDC), Nigeria Correctional 

Centres (NCC), Nigeria 

Immigration Service (NIS), Nigeria 

Police Force (NPF), Nigerian Red 

Cross and state Ministries . The 

free face masks were donated by 

the governor’s wife through her 

pet project; Centre for the 

Advancement of Mothers and 

Children in collaboration with the 

management of Green House 

Katsina. Hadiza Masari  2020-05-20 

Niger 

Delta 

THE Niger Delta Development 

Commission (NDDC) has 

commenced the distribution of 

medical supplies, relief materials 

and public enlightenment 

campaigns against the 

Coronavirus pandemic to all the 

states in the Niger Delta region. NDDC 

Govt 

Organisation 2020-05-21 
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Lagos 

Spectra Industries Limited has 

donated Hyfiba Sorghum -Soy, one 

of its highly sought food products 

to the Lagos State Government 

for distribution to the vulnerable 

as palliatives to cushion the effect 

of COVID -19 pandemic. Its 

Executive Director, Mrs. Remi 

Kuteyi presented the products to 

Commissioner for Agriculture, 

Gbolahan Lawal. Spectra 
Business 

community 2020-05-24 

Lagos, 

Ogun 

The Celestial Church of Christ 

Worldwide on Monday said it 

donated ₦25m to the Lagos and 

Ogun states governments to 

support the fight against the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The 

Chairman of the church’s Press, 

Publicity and Publications 

Committee, Kayode Ajala, said 

the sum also covered support for 

the Nigeria Centre for Disease 

Control. 
Celestial Church 

of Christ 
Religious 

Organisation 2020-05-25 

Gombe 

Veritas Kapital Assurance Plc has 

donated hospital equipment and 

materials to the Gombe state 

government’s Commit tee on 

COVID-19. The donation, 

comprising a sizable quantity of 

hospital beddings intended to 

alleviate discomfort for COVID -19 

patients receiving treatment at 

the state’s isolation centres, were 

received by the Chairman of the 

Gombe State Covid -19 

Committ ee, Prof. Idris 

Mohammed. Veritas Kapital 
Business 

Community 2020-05-27 

Lagos 

Three Crowns milk has partnered 

four Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs) to give 

relief packages of quality dairy 

nutrition to 11,000 families in 

Lagos, Ibadan and Ekiti in su pport 

of the fight against the COVID -19 

pandemic. In Lagos, Three Crowns 

partnered with Lagos Food Bank 

to cater to 3,944 families, and 

Tahara Collective to cater to Three Crowns 

Business 

Community 2020-05-28 
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1,000 families. In Ibadan, Oyo 

state, the brand partnered with 

Made Great by God Foundatio n to 

cater to 3,717 families. In Ekiti 

State, Bayo Omoboriowo 

Foundation is Three Crowns’ 

partner and it catered to 2,490 

families with the brand’s 

nourishing items. 

Enugu 

In efforts to support the 

government at both the national 

and state levels in the fight 

against the deadly COVID -19, 

integrated digital payment and 

commerce company, Interswitch 

Group, has donated 1,500 units of 

rapid diagnostic test kits to the 

Enugu Stat e Government. This 

was facilitated by employee -led 

voluntary contributions and a 

supplementary fund provided by 

the company and its directors. Interswitch 

Business 

Community 2020-05-31 

Cross 

River 

The National Commission for 

Refugees Migrants and Internally 

Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) has 

distributed various Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) items 

to refugees in Ogoja, Cross River 

state to fight the spread of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. NCFRMI 

Government 

AGency 2020-05-31 

Lagos 

The Lagos State COVID -19 

response has received 5 

ambulances in addition to a cash 

sum of ₦200 million earlier 

received from BUA Foundation, 

the philanthropic arm of BUA 

Group, one of Africa’s leading 

foods and infrastructure 

conglomerate. BUA Group 

Busine ss 

Community 2020-06-01 

Lagos 

Lagos State Government 

announced the donation of L.M 

Cole Descendants. “The L. M. Cole 

Descendants Association, on 

Friday, donated Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) to 

the Lagos State University 

Teaching Hospital (LASUTH) in 

support of the State Cole Family Private 2020-06-01 
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Government’s fight against the 

COVID-19 pandemic in the State. 

Akwa 

Ibom 

The Niger Delta Development 

Commission (NDDC) has donated 

medical equipment and allied 

consumables worth millions of 

Naira to the Akwa Ibom State 

government to help in the fight 

against the coronavirus pandemic. NDDC 

Government 

Organisation 2020-06-02 

Ogun 

Rotary International, District 9110 

Nigeria, on Monday donated 

essential medical supplies to 

Ogun State Government to 

support the fight against 

Coronavirus in the state. The 

medical supplies include Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) to 

help provide safety for health 

officials at the frontline while 

reducing the spread of the virus. Rotary Association 2020-06-02 

Rivers  

Niger Delta Exploration & 

Production Plc, NDEP, has 

donated ₦25 million worth of 

Coronavirus (COVID -19) pandemic 

relief items to the Rivers State 

government as well as its host 

communities towards mitigating 

the effects of the pandemic. 

Rivers State Government received 

a total of ₦15 million worth of 

items while NDEP subsidiary, 

Niger Delta Petroleum Resources 

Ltd (NDPR)'s host communities of 

Ogbele, Oshiugbokor, Obumeze, 

Otari, Omaraka and Rumuekpe 

received a total of ₦10 million 

worth of items. NDEP 

Business 

Community 2020-06-02 

Enugu 

In continuation of his nationwide 

efforts to contain the spread of 

COVID-19, the Ooni of Ife, His 

Imperial Majesty, Oba Adeyeye 

Enitan Ogunlusi, Ojaja II, has 

donated four modular motorised 

fumigators to the Enugu State 

government as part of his Ooni Private 2020-06-03 
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contributi ons to fighting the 

virus. 

Oyo 

Oyo state government has 

received medical equipment 

worth ₦220 million from the 

Coalition Against COVID -19 

(CACOVID), a private sector 

initiative supporting the Federal 

Government and state 

government s in the fight against 

COVID-19. CACOVID had earlier 

promised the state ₦220 million 

worth of medical equipment and 

a cash gift of ₦30 million. CACOVID 

Federal 

Government 2020-06-07 

Edo 

As part of efforts to help curb the 

novel coronavirus pandemic in 

Edo State, a group of corporate 

Organisations under the name, 

Coalition Against COVID -19 

yesterday, donated hospital 

equipment to the Edo State 

Government. 

Coalition Against 

COVID-19 Association 2020-06-07 

Nation

wide 

Germany on Monday announced 

the donation of €26m to support 

Nigeria’s COVID -19 response, The 

PUNCH reports. The German 

Missions in Nigeria in a statement 

said the donation was in 

demonstration of its solidarity 

and cooperation with Nigeria 

amid the pandemic. It noted that 

the funds would provide 

humanitarian assistance in the 

North East, especially in Borno, 

Yobe and Adamawa States. Bundestag Germany 2020-06-08 

Yobe 

The United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA) on Monday in 

Damaturu, donated Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) to 

Yobe Government to support the 

state in the fight against 

Coronavirus (COVID -19). Dr 

Homsuk Swomen, the UNFPA 

Programme Officer, presented 

the items, which consisted of 

1,750 face masks, 2000 long hand UNFPA 

International 

Organisation 2020-06-08 
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gloves, 800 pieces of shorthand 

gloves and 193 hand sanitizers, 

among others. 

Rivers 

The Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye 

Enitan Ogunwusi, Ojaja II, 

donated two motorized 

fumigating machines to the Rivers 

State Government. Presenting 

the machines to the state 

Governor Nyesom Wike at the 

Government House, Port 

Harcourt, Oba Ogunwusi said the 

machines, which are locally 

fabricated, is part of efforts to 

combat the coronavirus disease in 

the country. Ooni Private 2020-06-09 

Lagos 

The Lagos State Government took 

delivery of 20,000 digital devices 

donated by First Bank of Nigeria 

(FBN) Limited to aid e -learning. 

The devices were personally 

handed over to Governor Sanw o-

Olu by First Bank Managing 

Director, Dr Adesola Adeduntan, 

at a ceremony held at the State 

House in Marina. First Bank 

Business 

Community 2020-06-11 

Akwa 

Ibom 

As the need arises for the 

establishment of additional 

testing centres across the 

country, Stanbic IBTC Bank PLC, a 

subsidiary of Stanbic IBTC 

Holdings PLC, has partnered 

Inoyo Toro Foundation, a Non-

Governmental Organisation, to 

support the fight against the 

Coronavirus (Covid -19) pandemic. 

The leading full services financial 

institution has donated the sum 

of ₦20 million towards the set-up 

of a certified testing centre in the 

State. Stanbic IBTC 

Business 

Community 2020-06-12 

Kano 

The Kano State Government says 

it has activated two additional 

testing centres to expand testing 

capacity for COVID -19 in the N/A N/A 2020-06-12 
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state.This brings the total number 

of COVID -19 testing centres in 

Kano to five. The two centres 

were donated jointly by 

stakeholders and corporate 

organisations in Kano. 

Nation

wide 

Foreign Missions in Nigeria has 

continued to support the Nigerian 

government in various capacities 

in the fight towards eradicating 

COVID-19 in the country. The 

German government, through its 

Consulate General, is not left out 

in the support. In her genero sity, 

the country has again shown a 

commitment to ensuring that the 

deadly pandemic is totally wiped 

out in Nigeria by donating 

€300,000 worth of items to the 

Nigerian government. Bundestag Germany 2020-06-16 

Nation

wide 

The United States Agency for 

International Development says it 

has earmarked ₦427 million ($1.1 

million) to support Nigeria’s 

response to the COVID -19 

pandemic. USAID 

International Aid 

Agency 2020-06-17 

Delta 

Efforts by Delta State 

Government to increase testing 

of Covid-19 cases received a 

boost on Wednesday as Shell 

Development Company of Nigeria 

Limited (SPDC) donated a 

machine capable of conducting  

1,000 tests daily. The company also 

donated an ambulance vehicle, 

suction machine, and other 

critical items needed to make an 

isolation centre functional. Shell SPDC 

Business 

Community 2020-06-19 

Bauchi 

As part of its determined effort 

to support the Bauchi 

Government to cushion the harsh 

condition caused by the 

Coronavirus pandemic, Olam 

Nigeria Limited has donated food 

items to the less privileged in 

Ningi, Itas/Gadau and Zaki Local 

Government Areas of Bauchi 

State. Olam 

Business 

Community 2020-06-19 
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Ekiti 

An ICT firm, West Blue 

Consulting, has unveiled an 

Epidemic Response Hub on behalf 

of the Ekiti State government. 

The company in a statement said 

the hub is a public health 

surveillance tool that monitors 

disease outbreak and 

disseminates geospatial 

inform ation to both policymakers 

and the general public, with the 

aim of curbing the spread of 

diseases. West Blue 

Business 

Community 2020-06-19 

Kaduna 

The United State Agency for 

International Development 

(USAID) and the KNCV TB 

Foundation, Nigeria have donate d 

GeneXpert machine to the 

Kaduna State government to 

boost Covid-19 testing and 

response in the state The 

technology, which is 

operationalized in a mobile truck 

known as Wellness on Wheel 

(WoW), can be moved to 

communities to improve testing 

for tuberculosis and COVID -19. USAID 

International Aid 

Agency 2020-06-20 

Lagos 

In furtherance of its efforts to 

assist the government in ramping 

up the testing capacity for the 

coronavirus (COVID -19) across 

the country, integrated digital 

payment and e-commerce 

company, Interswitch Group, has 

donated personal protective 

equipment (PP E) and rapid 

diagnostic test kits (RDTs) to 

Lagos State Government. Interswitch 

Business 

Community 2020-06-22 

Lagos 

Nigeria Liquefied Natural Gas 

(NLNG) on Thursday, donated 

medical equipment worth 

$300,000 to Lagos State 

Government as part of its 

contribution to the US$30 million 

Oil and Gas Industry Collaborative 

Initiative, spearheaded by 

Nigerian National Petroleum NLNG 

Business 

Community 2020-06-23 
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Corporation (NNPC) to fight the 

COVID -19 pandemic. 

Lagos

 

Daystar Christian Centre has 

donated some Pers onal 

Protective Equipment (PPE), 

comprising packs of N95 face 

masks and surgical gowns, to 

Lagos State University Teaching 

Hospital to complement 

government efforts in the fight 

against COVID -19

 

Daystar Christian 

Centre

 

Religious 

Organisation

 

2020-06-24

 

Lagos

 

The Private Sector led Coalition 

Against COVID -19 (CACOVID) has 

donated a 150-bed fully equipped 

isolation facility with medical 

equipment worth millions of naira 

to the Lagos State Government, 

to provide support in the fight 

against the virus within the state.

 

CACOVID

 

Federal 

Government

 

2020-06-28

 

Borno

 

Association of Resident Doctors 

(ARD), University of Maiduguri 

Teaching Hospital (UMTH) 

chapter, has donated medical 

items to support Borno State 

Government in the fight against 

the coronavirus disease (CO VID-

19).

 

Association of 

Resident Doctors

 

Association

 

2020-06-29

 

Kwara 

Ooni of Ife donated two modular 

fumigatorS to the Kwara state 

government as part of efforts to 

curtail the spread of the 

pandemic in the state. Ooni Private Citizen 2020-06-29 

 

Gaps in COVID-19 responses.

There have been noticeable gaps in the fight to contain the pandemic so far. Some of 

these include: 

Accountability
During the nationwide lockdown that lasted for about two months, there were a 

series of human rights abuses by Nigerian security agencies. Only a few incidents 

were met with punitive actions by the leadership of the agencies concerned. One of 

such incidents was the case of a Port Harcourt based medical doctor, Avwebo Otoide, 

who was assaulted by airmen on her way to work in May. Despite the public outcry 

and promise of the Nigerian Air force to look into the matter, there has been little or 

no justice yet.



Date State Location  Description  

Incident 

type Casualties  

25/2/20  Lagos Isolo 

There was a clash between Police task force 

team and some military personnel at Aye bus 

stop through Answani axis, Isolo  

Force  

Brutality   

25/2/20  Ogun Sagamu  

Three persons, including policemen, we re 

feared dead as scores of protesters flooded 

the streets of Sagamu, Ogun State, to register 

their grouse over the death of Kazeem 

Tiamiyu, a footballer, who was allegedly killed 

by officials of the Zonal Intervention Squad 

(ZIS) in the state.  

Protest/  

Force 

Brutality  3 

26/02/20  Borno 

Malam 

Fatori 

An aggrieved soldier opened fire on his 

colleagues at army super camp 15 in Malam 

Fatori, Borno state, killing four of them and 

leaving two injured. Sagir Musa, spokesman 

of the army, who confirmed the tragic 

incident.  

Force 

Brutality  5 

06/03/20  Delta Okpe 

An illegal crude oil bunkering site was set 

ablaze by operatives of the army at Ughotor 

community in Okpe LGA, Delta State  

Force 

Brutality   

10/03/20  Oyo Ibadan 

No fewer than four people were allegedly 

killed by some officers of the Nigeria 

Customs Service (NCS), Oyo/Osun states 

command in Ibadan, the Oyo state capital. 

The incident according to eyewitnesses 

occurred at the NCS barracks in Ijokodo area 

of Ibadan.  

Force 

Brutality  4 

20/03/20  Imo 

Owerri 

North 

An unidentified police guard attached to the 

Amakohia branch of First Bank reportedly 

shot and killed one person when he and 

other youths of the community were 

escorting back a corpse from the morgue for 

burial. The incident occurred at Amakohia 

community in Owerri North council area of 

Imo State  

Force 

Brutality  1 

22/03/20  Imo Orlu 

A police officer identified as inspector 

Kenneth Enamika shot a man and his wife 

before killing himself in Mgbidi Community in 

Orlu LGA of Imo state.  

Force 

Brutality  3 
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The following is a table detailing human rights abuses by Nigerian security 

forces since COVID-19 was reported in Nigeria.
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27/03/20 Ogun Ipokia 

A 15-year-old girl, Sekinat Agbelade, was shot 

dead by men of the Nigeria Customs Service 

(NCS) in Agosasa, Ipokia Local area of Ogun 

State. It was gathered that the Customs 

officers, while on the chase of some 

suspected smugglers, fired gunshots, hitting 

the innocent girl at Agosasa area.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

01/04/20 Abuja N/A 

A video of a man allegedly killed by police 

officers in Abuja.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

02/04/20 Delta Warri 

A young man was killed by army personnel 

deployed to enforce a stay -at-home order in 

Delta State. The victim identified as Joseph 

Pessu was shot dead at Ada Val Arenyeka 

Street, Ugbuwangue, Warri.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

02/04/20 Abuja N/A 

There was a clash between men of the 

Nigerian Police Force and some air force 

personnel.  

Force 

Brutality  

04/04/20 Ebonyi 

Afikpo 

South 

The anti-coronavirus task force in Atikpo South 

local government area of Ebonyi state 

allegedly killed one Chidi Agwa Arua and shot 

two others at Nguzu Edda area of the council.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

05/04/20 Abia Obingwa 

An inspector of police identified as Stanley Azu 

serving under Azumini Police Division in Ukwa 

East LGA of Abia State killed a petrol station 

staff of Greenmac Energy Ltd, a Petroleum 

station company in Obingwa LGA. The victim 

was simply identified  at Chibuisi and the 

incident happened along popular New 

Umuahia road.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

06/04/20 Kaduna 

Kaduna 

South 

Six youths were killed in Kaduna as traders 

clashed with police over lockdown in Kakuri 

and Trikania communities.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

07/04/20 Abia 

Osisioma 

Ngwa 

One person was killed following a clash 

between officials of the State Task Force on 

COVID-19 and traders at the Tonimas junction 

market in Osisioma Ngwa LGA, Abia State. The 

traders accused the officials of invading the 

market and destroying their ware without any 

cogent reason.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

09/04/20 Delta Benet 

Soldiers claiming to enforce the lockdown in 

Delta shot & killed Michael Danzu, a young, 

subsistence fisherman of Ijaw origins. He was 

returning home from fishing.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

10/04/20 Osun Ife South 

One killed as hoodlums and police clash in 

Osun. 

Force 

Brutality 1 
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13/04/20 Borno Damboa 

At least 17 people were said to have been 

killed when a fighter jet belonging to the 

Nigerian Airforce fired a bomb on Sakat oku 

village in Damboa LGA of Borno state. The 

victims included women and children who 

were said to be playing under mango trees.  

Force 

Brutality 17 

14/04/20 Abia 

Isiala 

Ngwa 

North 

NSCDC official shot and killed a driver in 

Umuikaa 

Force 

Brutality 1 

15/04/20 Anambra 

Idemili 

 North Police killed two in Anambra.  

Force 

Brutality 2 

15/04/20 Delta Sapele 

A yet to be identified young man was shot 

dead as women and some youths protested 

the lockdown over COVID -19 in Sapele, Delta 

State. The protest championed by women 

followed Governor Ifeanyi Okowa’s extension 

of stay-at-home order in the state for an 

additional two weeks. The incident took place 

at Okpe road.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

17/04/20 Abia Ohafia 

The police confirmed the killing of an Abia 

State businessman, a s angry youth burnt a 

police station and courtrooms in Ebem.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

17/04/20 Abia 

Abia  

North 

One person was killed as Abia community 

residents clashed with security officials.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

17/04/20 Abuja Kubwa 

Policemen brutalized membe rs of Association 

of Lawyers with Disabilities while they were 

distributing palliatives in Abuja. In a statement 

issued,  the incident was said to have 

happened on April 19 at a Two -One junction, 

beside Infinix Supermarket, in the Kubwa area 

of Abuja.  

Force 

Brutality  

20/04/20 Jigawa Ringim 

A 10year-old boy identified as Usman 

Abdulkadir was shot by a policeman enforcing 

the lockdown imposed on a market in Jigawa 

State on April 20 -2020. The incident also led to 

pandemonium and protests in the Sankara 

community under Ringim LGA.  

Force 

Brutality  
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23/04/20 Zamfara Zurmi 

There was an operation on April 23, 2020, by 

armed groups believed to be terrorists in 

Birane and Tungar Hilani communities; the 

next day, the military stormed Gidan Jaja 

village and asked the  villagers to leave 

immediately and started setting houses ablaze. 

According to a source, over 20 houses were 

burnt down to ashes with one person shot in 

the leg by soldiers and several villagers were 

assaulted. A military source admitted they 

received wrong intelligence. Villagers who lost 

their homes are now spread in Gurbin Bore, 

Gusau, Zurmi.  

Force 

Brutality  

24/04/20 Rivers 

Obio  

Akpor 

Policeman Killed Female Colleague over 

lockdown implementation.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

28/04/20 Kwara Asa 

A local vigilante member shot dead a 

commercial driver at Eyenkorin, outskirts of 

Ilorin, Asa LGA of Kwara state.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

30/04/20 Delta Bomadi 

A soldier, attached to the Joint Task Force, JTF, 

Bomadi Division, was shot dead by a 

policeman attached to SARS in D elta. 

Force 

Brutality 1 

01/05/20 Ogun 

Owode 

Yewa 

12 Customs officers had while raiding locked –

up shops in Owode -Yewa in search of 

suspected smuggled rice and other 

contraband goods, began shooting into the air 

even as traders and other passersby 

scampered for safety just as the operatives 

carried away bags of rice, sugar among others. 

An eyewitness said while the raid lasted, the 

operatives maintained hostilities apparently to 

ward off any counter – attack or violent 

resistance from the people and in the p rocess 

stray bullets hit a 17 -year old secondary school 

student on the head.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

02/05/20 Taraba 

Karim 

Lamido 

A cultural festival turned deadly on Saturday in 

Taraba State after soldiers sent to enforce a 

lockdown allegedly shot dead four re sidents 

and injured 16 others. The violence occurred at 

Jen community in Karim -Lamido Local 

Government Area of the state. The festival 

turned violent when the residents resisted an 

attempt by the soldiers to disperse them and 

prevent the festival from hold ing.  

Force 

Brutality 4 
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05/05/20 Anambra 

Onitsha  

North 

A security guard killed an Anambra man over 

failure to use a face mask.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

10/11/20 Abuja Karmo 

There was a violent protest in the Karmo area 

of Abuja, following the alleg ed killing of a 

businessman, Solomon Eze, by a police 

officer. Scores of residents and hoodlums 

took to the streets setting up bonfires.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

20/05/20 Lagos Alimosho 

A police inspector who shot a man dead in 

Igando has been arrested.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

21/05/20 Ogun N/A 

Protests followed as a police officer allegedly 

killed a pregnant woman in Ogun.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

21/05/20 Anambra 

Enugwu  

Ugwu 

A boy, an apprentice at a barbing salon from 

Adagbe Avomimi village of Enugwu Ugwu, 

who was headed home from work a few 

minutes past the hour of 8, was chased by 

men of the police force from Nimo unit until 

he was knocked down by a moving vehicle. 

He was said to have died from his injuries.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

22/05/20 Rivers 

Port 

Harcourt 

Some office rs of the Nigerian Air Force have 

allegedly assaulted a medical doctor on her 

way to resume duty at a hospital in Rivers 

State. The incident was said to have 

happened on May 18 along Ohiamini -

Psychiatric Road, off Rumuola, Port Harcourt, 

the state capital,  about 5 pm. The victim, Dr 

Otoide A.O., said she was going to cover a 

night shift when she “saw a light blue Hilux 

with military personnel and a light blue luxury 

bus behind it”.  

Force 

Brutality  

25/05/20 Lagos Kosofe 

Reports indicated that some policema n trying 

to arrest a bus driver in Bariga for violating 

the nationwide curfew imposed by the 

Federal Government to check the spread of 

coronavirus, shot the bus driver and Tina 

Ezekwe standing by the roadside. It was learnt 

that Tina, an Imo State indigene  who resided 

at Bariga, was rushed to a hospital after the 

incident. However, she died on Thursday 

evening. 

Force 

Brutality 1 

26/05/20 Lagos Eti Osa 

Two policemen were apprehended as a 

teenager died from stray bullet injuries.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

 



JUNE 2020    I    NIGERIA’S COVID - 19 JOURNEY , MID - 2020

41

31/05/20 Lagos 

Lagos  

Island 

A policeman allegedly opened fire on his 

colleagues at Onikan, killing some of them. 

The yet- to- be named officer went berserk 

around 5 am following a disagreement with 

other members of his team. It was gathered 

that the trigger - happy cop hijacked their 

operational vehicle after shooting them and 

drove straight to Akoka in Yaba around 5 am 

where he attempted to access a compound 

but couldn’t.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

02/06/20 Adamawa Mahia 

A policeman reportedly shot and killed a 20 -

year-old commercial motorcyclist after he 

failed to give a N100 bribe at a checkpoint in 

Maiha town. It was also gathered that the 

incident generated tension in the town after 

youths rose in protest and threatened to 

attack a police station.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

06/05/20 

Cross 

 River Bakassi 

Officials of the Nigeria Security and Civil 

Defence Corps (NSCDC) have allegedly shot 

two youths in Bakassi community, Bakassi 

local government area of Cross River State. It 

was gathered that one of the victims was 

reported dead o n the spot, while the other 

who was injured critically and was receiving 

treatment at an undisclosed health facility in 

the State. 

Force 

Brutality 1 

08/06/20 Lagos Ikeja 

An operative attached to the Special 

Protective Unit (SPU), Lagos State Police 

command Ikeja, Inspector Adekunle Ilesanmi 

Francis, was gruesomely macheted to death 

by a sergeant during a fight around Ikeja 

police barrack facilities.  

Force 

Brutality 1 

13/06/20 Borno N/A 

A clash between soldiers and members of the 

Borno State COVID -19 Committee left one 

person dead, and many others injured. The 

COVID-19 committee members and 

policemen attached to them were enforcing 

the ban on interstate travel at one of the 

entrance gates into Borno State when some 

soldiers arrived in three gun trucks. The 

incident also reportedly left three women, 

one who was pregnant and a baby with 

fractures. 

Force 

Brutality 1 
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29/06/20  Taraba Donga 

The military allegedly killed a family of four 

during a raid on bandits hideout in Tse 

Juku and Akinde villages. The sold iers who 

drove in a vehicle marked NA 93AN 13 

killed Vihishima Aondowase, his wife, a 9 -

year-old child and a cousin who were 

returning from the hospital.  

Force 

Brutality  4 

08/07/20  Abia Aba 

A policeman killed two persons in Aba, the 

commercial nerve of Abia State. An 

eyewitness said the two were shot by a 

policeman who was invited following a 

confrontation between officials of the 

state Board of Internal Revenue and a man 

selling bread in his vehicle.  

Force 

Brutality  2 

09/07/20  Imo Orlu 

A 27-yr-old man has been allegedly shot 

dead by a police inspector at Banana 

Junction in Amaifeke town near Orlu in 

Imo State while enforcing the wearing of 

facemask ordered by the State Govt. The 

officer was in a team of policemen who 

mounted roadblock in the area  

Force 

Brutality  1 
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FB/CBN COVID INTERVENTIONS

The Federal Government of Nigeria, before the coronavirus outbreak, planned a 

setup fund of ₦500 billion, an equivalent of $1.2 billion to curtail the possible spread 

of coronavirus in Nigeria, this fund was meant to include loans and grants.  On 21 

February 2020, the FG released ₦386 million for coronavirus prevention. These funds 

were released in batches to two health agencies for the COVID-19 preparedness and 

managing the Lassa fever outbreak in some parts of the country. 71 million Naira was 

released to the Port Health Services Division of the Health Ministry, and 315 million 

was disbursed to the Nigeria Center for Disease control.  

It is important to note that as Nigeria deals with the coronavirus, there is another 

outbreak in the country, Lassa fever, which has been claiming the lives of people. 

Based on NCDC data on the disease, the 2020 outbreak is the worst in the last five 

years. It is possible that the COVID-19 preparations affected the response to the 

Lassa fever outbreak as the chart implies that Lassa peaked in week 7, about the time 

Nigeria started having COVID-19 cases.

The CBN Stimulus/ Intervention: 16 March 2020

 

                                                
7 https://punchng.com/fg-releases-n386m-for-coronavirus-prevention/ 

1. Extension of Moratorium; Any loan under moratorium is hereby granted an 

additional period of one year.

2. Interest Rate Reduction: the interest rate has been reduced from 9-5% per 

annum for 1 year, this is effective from March 1, 2020

3. Creation of ₦50 billion targeted credit facility through NIRSAL for SMEs

7
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4.   Credit support for health-care industry amounting to ₦100 billion and 

preferential FX access

5.  Regulatory forbearance for DMBs to restructure loans 

Other Monetary Stimulus

1. The exchange rate has increased by 15.3% to ₦360/$ while I&E rate 
weakened by 5.3% to ₦380/$

2. Liquidity injection of ₦3.6 trillion into the banking systems, ₦2 trillion to the 
manufacturing industry, ₦1.5 trillion to the real sector with adverse COVID-19 
impact.

3. CBN-Private sector contributory fund targeting ₦120 billion, an equivalent of 
$333 million to fight COVID-19   -- Open COVID-19 Relief Fund Account.  

The FG set up a fund for donations from the private sector and individuals willing to 

join in the efforts. This is known as the Coalition Against Coronavirus Disease, aka 

CACOVID. The bankers' committee pledged over ₦120 billion to the fund, asides 

donations made by prominent citizens. There hasn't been any announcement by the 

PTF about funds disbursement. All we've been treated to so far has been a number of 

isolation centres built by CACOVID and donated to some state governments. Also, 

some state governors like Godwin Obaseki of Edo State have talked about how they 

have spent billions of naira to purchase medical equipment without a breakdown of 

how the funds were expended. There appears to be a shroud of secrecy around 

monetary donations made by private individuals, which has fuelled the distrust 

citizens have towards the government, making them think that the effects of the 

pandemic have been exaggerated by the government to create a conduit to siphon 

public funds. 

Sensitisation

There's hardly any area of Nigeria where people have not heard about the novel 

coronavirus. However, the phased easing of the lockdown appears to create the 

impression that the pandemic has ended. In sensitising the citizenry, the government 

is not doing enough to warn people about a second wave infection even though 

we're still in the first wave. There need to be concerted efforts at warning people 

about the dangers of improperly wearing face masks, carelessness and failure to 

properly sanitise or wash one's hands. The production of face masks have hit home 

stretch but not so much emphasis has been placed on clean, hygienic production or 

its safe sale. On major roads, face mask vendors are seen hawking their wares bare 

without being mindful of contamination. This is either an overestimation of internet 

connectivity in Nigeria or outright lack of responsibility by various state 

governments. 
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NGOs need to take up advocacy and enlightenment to citizens. In many parts of 

Nigeria, sensitization is largely done online. The public awareness strategy employed 

so far has not been effective in communicating the essence of social distancing and 

other preventive methods. 

Since the gradual easing of the lockdown, sensitization and enforcement have been 

low. While a sizable number of members of the public still adhere to the use of face 

masks, a great many have abandoned it. Also, enforcement of the guidelines has 

been sparse. Churches that are open flagrantly disregard the use of face masks, in 

addition to markets that flout social distancing measures. Commercial vehicle 

operators in Lagos also disobey - without consequence - the two-per-seat directive 

issued by the Lagos state government. Bus stops and banks are crowded without so 

much as a thought for social distancing. This stems from an erroneous thought by 

some commercial vehicle operators that COVID-19 is a rich man's disease, or it is yet 

another malaria that a mixture of local herbs can address.

Monitoring

Despite state declared lockdowns, there have been severe breaches. In the North 

West, the lockdown seems to be of no effect as violence in Katsina and Kaduna 

continue to soar to genocidal levels. Also, there has been an influx of Northern 

youths dubbed “almajiri” to the Middle Belt and the South especially after governors 

from the north sought to repatriate them to their home states. These are evidence 

that the interstate travel ban has been less than effective. As a global issue, the  

COVID-19 pandemic has required extraordinary measures and leadership to curtail 

its spread; this has also come with complaints of human rights violation. According to 

a senior official at the United Nations,  “We could have a parallel epidemic of 

authoritarian and repressive measures following close to, if not on the heels of, a 

health epidemic.” In a place like Nigeria, there have been cases of blatant disregard 

for the rule of law. One of such cases was in River State, where the state government 

demolished two hotels; Prudent Hotel, Alode, Eleme, and Etemeteh Hotel, Onne, in 

the state for allegedly flouting COVID-19 order.  The present realities confirm that 

many leaders are resting on lockdown directives to become autocratic as they 

introduce self-serving draconian measures. There is also the case of about 100 

people who were reportedly locked in a rice-processing factory and forced to work 

throughout a coronavirus lockdown since the end of March. Though, reports said 

they have been rescued by the Nigerian Police after the men were allegedly not 

allowed to leave the mill in the northern city of Kano. They were said to have been 

promised about ₦5,000 a month on top of what they were receiving as salary at the 

Indian-owned mill. Those who did not accept were threatened with a dismissal.
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At this point, it would be expected that NGOs and CSOs will constitute monitoring 

teams to serve as watchdogs and report on what is happening in order to fact check 

government claims. It becomes more imperative following the issue of “strange 

deaths” that are being reported in the media, many of whom have been suspected 

COVID-19 deaths.

Accounts of strange deaths and drug-resistant malaria amidst the 

coronavirus in Nigeria

On account of alleged deaths being reported in the country by verified and 

unverified media outfits in various states, news [unverified] was reported of the 

deaths of about 150 persons in Kano. The Governor of the state, Abdullahi Ganduje, 

refuted the claims of a mass burial in Kano during his interview with Channels TV on a 

programme called POLITICS TODAY.  He acknowledged the death and burial of 13 

persons but denied it had anything to do with the ongoing pandemic.

The government of Kano state has attributed the cause of the sudden deaths in Kano 

to hypertension, diabetes, meningitis and acute malaria. This claim and 

counterclaims point to a broader issue in Nigeria: the unavailability of accurate data; 

in addressing the pandemic, it points to the lack of wide testing and autopsy.  

On 27 April, various newspapers reported that 'no fewer than 20 persons had died 

from an undisclosed ailment in less than two days'. In analyzing the situation of the 

mysterious deaths, one would wonder if this was always the situation in Kano before 

the coronavirus pandemic.

On 28 April, the Commissioner for Information in Kano state, Mallam Muhammad 

Garba, said that the Governor has directed health operatives to conduct a verbal 

autopsy on those who had lost their lives, the health team were distributed to eight 

local governments in the state. With the reliance of information gathering to 

determine the cause of death, we are left to wonder if we can arrive at accurate 

figures given the unavailability of wide-spread testing, which shows a lack of proper 

health preparedness. Verbal autopsies were conducted due to the Islamic burial 

tenets, which requires the quick burial of a diseased person.

On 23 May, the Minister of Health, Dr Osagie Ehanire, disclosed that the Federal 

Government had discovered that more than 50% of those who died of the 

coronavirus at home showed no symptoms.  This calls for a wider testing exercise, 

and strict obedience of the NCDC guidelines to prevent the spread of the virus. 

                                                
8 https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/09/africa/nigeria-spike-in-deaths-covid/index.html 

8
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May 10, Katagum district head in Bauchi state confirmed the death of 110 citizens in 

Azare town in just a week.  Indigenes reported that deaths may be over 300.  A former 

member of the house of representatives, Ibrahim Mohammed Baba, in a report to 

Punch Newspaper claimed that the deaths were due to the coronavirus.  The former 

lawmaker also said that 286 persons were allegedly buried in Azare cemetery two 

weeks before.

In Jigawa state, 47 deaths were reported by Punch on May 6, 2020. But the Chairman, 

Hadejia Local Government Council in Jigawa state, Alhaji Abdullahi Maikanti, said 

that the deaths had no links with the coronavirus. No autopsies were carried out to 

confirm the claims made by the chairman.  He also reported that the deceased were 

elderly people living with pre-existing medical conditions.  

He supported his claims with verbal autopsies, saying that none of the deceased 

showed any symptom of the coronavirus.  What he failed to understand, following 

current medical research was that many people who have been infected with the 

virus are asymptomatic patients; they can also die from the virus if adequate medical 

care is not given. They can also transfer the virus to unprotected persons. 

There have been anecdotal accounts of drug-resistant malaria in Cross River State.  

On July 3, 2020, five confirmed cases of COVID-19 were announced in an internal 

memo by the Chief Medical Director of the University of Calabar Teaching Hospital 

(UCTH), Professor Ikpeme Ikpeme. This is despite the flagrant denial by the state 

government, which has continued to insist that the state is free of the virus. Residents 

of the state have taken to social media to share their accounts of the difficulty they 

experience trying to get tested for coronavirus. On the 6th of July 2020, the Nigerian 

Medical Association (NMA), Calabar Chapter, released a memo after its meeting. In it, 

the NMA appreciated the efforts of the NCDC and requested clarity as to why the five 

confirmed cases announced by the UCTH were not reflected on the NCDC national 

data on COVID-19. The association further passed a vote of no confidence on the 

Cross River State Commissioner of Health, Dr Betta Edu, referring her to the 

association's national disciplinary committee for what they called an “unethical 

handling” of COVID-19.  

On 25 May, Punch Newspaper reported 11 deaths within the space of two weeks in 

Bonny Island, Rivers state.  In their report, residents said the deceased had symptoms 

which include the loss of sense of smell and taste. Respondents also reported the 

case of an increase in drug-resistant malaria and typhoid fever, other symptoms they 

have experienced include dizziness and bitter taste in the mouth. An SBM researcher 

based in Rivers confirmed that this story, which had spread around the state in the 

form of rumours, was causing panic.
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The table below shows a list of prominent Nigerians who have died or suspected to 

have died from the coronavirus in Nigeria.

Date of death Name Location of death Occupation Age 

22/03/20 Suleiman Achimugu  

Former managing director of the 

Petroleum Pricing Monitoring 

Company 67 

14/4/20 Victor Ikwuemesi  Founder of Sosoliso Airlines  

15/4/20 Emeka Chukgbo Lagos Medical doctor 60 

17/4/20 Abba Kyari  Chief of Staff, Aso Rock 67 

17/4/20 Dominic Essien Akwa Ibom Medical doctor  

17/4/20 

Ibrahim Ayagi 

  

Former chairman, of the 

National Economic Intelligence 

Committee  

18/4/20 Godwin Akwaji Cross River 

Member of Cross River House of 

Assembly  

25/4/20 Adamu Isyaku Dal Kano 

former executive secretary of 

the Kano State Universal Basic 

Education (SUBE  

25/4/20 Lateef Raheem Kano 

Chief security officer to Bola 

Tinubu 51 

25/4/20 Uba Adamu Kano 

Former sole administrator of 

Kano between 1970 and 1975  

25/4/20 

Aliyu Umar Dikko 

 Kano 

Professor of Anatomy; head of 

the School of Medicine, 

Maitama Sule University, Kano. 65 

25/4/20 Uztaz Dahiru Rabi’u Kano 

Former Grand Khadi of Kano 

State  

25/4/20 

Ghali Kabir 

 Kano 

Former head of the Department 

of Architecture, Kano University 

of Science and Technology 

(KUST)  

25/4/20 Musa Tijjani Kano 

Former editor of Triumph 

newspapers  

25/4/20 Sabo Kurawa Kano 

Founding member of the 

Sociology Department of Bayero 

University, Kano 75 

25/4/20 Garba Dambatta Kano   
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26/4/20 

Prof. Balarabe 

Maikaba. 

 Kano 

Professor of Mass 

Communication, Bayero 

University, Kano  

27/4/20 

Malama Halima Shitu 

 Kano 

Pioneer female Hisbah 

commander 55 

2/5/20 

Emir Tafida Abubakar 

Ila II Kano Emir of Rano 74 

2/5/20 Sule Adamu Kano 

Member, Nasarawa State House 

of Assembly  

3/5/20 

Emir Mohammed 

Asha Kano Emir of Kaura Namoda 71 

3/5/20 Atiku Nagodi Kano 

Assistant Commissioner of 

Police  

4/5/20 

Hamza Idris 

Malikawa Kano 

former Assistant Commissioner 

of Police  

06/06/20 Remi Omotoso Kano 

Past Chairman of Standard 

Chartered Bank 75 

7/5/20 Baba Bukar Machina Kano 

Former House of Reps member 

representing 

Nguru/Machina/Karasuwa/Yusuf

ari Federal Constituency  

7/5/20 Muazu Buraji  

Director of Yobe State Ministry 

of Health  

7/5/20 Alhaji Bana Kura  

Prominent civil servant in 

Geidam.  

8/5/20 Yusuf Bayero Kano Dan‘iya of Kano  

28/05/20 Ita Bassey Enang  

 Director of Finance, Niger Delta 

Development Commission  

03/06/20 Shuaibu Danlami  

Director of Special Services and 

Political Affairs, Gombe  

23/05/20 Solomon Ogunji  

Abia State Commissioner For 

Environment  

07/06/20 Ariat Smith  

Wife of former Inspector 

General of police, Musiliu Smith  69 
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15/06/20 Bayo Osinowo Lagos Senator, Lagos East  

17/06/20 Dan Foster Lagos Radio broadcaster  

25/06/20 Abiola Ajimobi Lagos Politician 70 

27/06/20 Nasir Ajanah Abuja Chief Judge of Kogi  

27/06/20 

Hama Bachama 

Stephen Irmiya Adamawa 

traditional ruler of Bachama 

chiefdom 66 

30/06/20 Babagana Wakil Borno 

Chief of staff to the Borno state 

governor  

01/07/20 Wahab Adegbenro Lagos 

Ondo State Commissioner of 

Health  

03/07/20 Jide Odekunle Lagos Ex DG, LASIMRA 53 

05/07/20 Godwin Achinge Plateau 

Deputy Vice Chancellor, Benue 

State University  

05/07/20 Inuwa Abdulkadir  

Former National Vice Chairman 

of APC  

05/07/20 J Shalanga Zamfara NCDC state supervisor, Zamfara   

07/07/20 Aminu Adisa Logun Kwara 

Chief of staff to the Kwara State 

governor  

08/07/20 Michael Adeyeri Ondo 

Former chairman of Nigerian 

Medical Association, Ondo 

Chapter  

10/07/20 Tunde Braimoh Lagos 

Representative, Kosofe 

Constituency II in the Lagos 

State House of Assembly,   
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Distribution of Palliatives

Although fiscal and economic stimulatory measures were introduced to ameliorate 

the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown on the country, there was no database on 

which the distribution of the cash and food relief (palliatives) provided by federal and 

state governments was based. In some parts of the country, these palliatives were 

politicized as only members, families and friends of the ruling party received food 

grants. School-home feeding programme touted by the Minister of Humanitarian 

Affairs, Disaster Management and Social Development, Sadiya Umar-Farouq, 

received public backlash as a conduit for misappropriation of scarce public funds. The 

minister went ahead with the programme in Mid-May.

People's Perception of COVID-19 State Government Responses In 

Nigeria

SBM Intel carried out a recent survey across states in Nigeria to determine the 

perception of Nigerians towards the government's response in handling the COVID-

19. The data gathered covers the following states: Abia, Abuja, Adamawa, Anambra, 

Benue, Cross River, Edo, Enugu, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Lagos, Nasarawa, Ogun, Rivers, 

Sokoto, Yobe, Zamfara.

When asked if they would support a second lockdown if it would help to contain the 

COVID-19 outbreak, 90.24% of respondents said they are not likely to support 

another lockdown, while 9.76% said they are likely to support another lockdown. 

During the lockdown, the Nigerian economy contracted and the unemployment rate 

has significantly risen due to the interstate travel ban and the lockdown across the 

country. In addition, a lot of households are having to grapple with the realities of 

inflation (see more on this in our Jollof Index), this obviously accounts for why the 

vast majority of respondents show an overwhelming lack of support for having 

another lockdown if the need arises. The underlying reason is grounded in the 

economic effects the previous lockdown had on their businesses, career and 

livelihood, and relationships. Also, the Nigerian government did not leverage the 

lockdown to prepare adequately to ramp up testing, build more isolation centres or 

offer adequate support to citizens, which has fuelled doubts in the government's 

capacity to contain the spread of the virus or effectively implement economic 

measures to keep the nation afloat. 

 
                                                
9 https://punchng.com/fg-begins-home-feeding-for-schoolchildren-this-week/ 

10

9

                                                
10 https://www.sbmintel.com/2020/07/the-sbm-jollof-index-fishing-for-good-prices/ 
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The lack of a comprehensive national database continues to be problematic for 

Nigeria. Without a unified database to go by, the distribution of palliatives was 

bound to be abysmal. When asked if they received any form of government 

assistance or palliatives, the survey showed that 98.8% of respondents claimed not to 

have received any form of support from the government and about 1.2% of people 

surveyed said they received some form of support through one of the following 

channels: TraderMoni, MarketMoni, FarmerMoni, FGN funded loans issued by the 

banking industry, food distribution from the local government collection points or 

through other proxies. However, a large portion of the group that received 

government support indicated that the support received was insufficient.  This 

comes even after the Federal Government announced an expansion of the number of 

households that would benefit from the direct distribution of food/ cash from 2.6 

million households to 3.6 million households.

In the analysis that follows, we have grouped the data into geopolitical zones 

because we believe it gives a better appreciation of the nuances surrounding the 

impact of the lockdown.  

North Central 

The analysis below covers the following North Central states: Nassarawa, Benue, and 

Abuja. 

When asked how the lockdown has affected household income, 71.8% of 

respondents said their income had depreciated, 25.9% said there had been no 

change to their earnings and 2.4% witnessed an increase in income. When asked if 

access to healthcare was an issue, about 45.9% of respondents said access to 

healthcare had become more difficult and 48.2% said they had not experienced any 

changes, while 5.9% said accessing healthcare had become easier.  

When asked if the coronavirus 

pandemic had affected plans such as 

travels,  weddings, businesses, 

celebrations and the likes, 94.68% of 

those surveyed acknowledged that 

t h e  o u t b r e a k  h a d  b e e n  a n 

impediment to their plans and 5.32% 

said their plans had not been altered 

by the pandemic.
How has the outbreak affected your career or business?

The same Things are worse Things have Improved
0
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When asked if they had received any form of support from the government, 100% of 

respondents said they had not received any form of support from the government. 

About 44.24% of respondents said they would want the government to support 

citizens by offering food items and palliatives, 26.17% said they would like the 

government support to come in form of financial aid loans and grants, 7.48% said 

they would prefer the support to come in form of a lifting of the lockdown and travel 

ban,  while  22.12% said they would prefer the government to create jobs instead. 

North East

The analysis below covers the following North-East states: Adamawa and Yobe. 

When asked how the lockdown has 

affected household income, 42.9% of 

respondents said their income had 

depreciated, 52.4% said there had 

been no change to their earnings and 

4.8% witnessed an increase in income. 

Aside from the effect of COVID-19 on 

household income, the disease has 

also put some strain on the healthcare 

system. About 57.1% of respondents 

said access to healthcare had become 

more difficult for them and 42.9% said 

they had not experienced any changes.

When asked if the coronavirus 

pandemic had affected plans such as 

t rave ls ,  weddings ,  bus inesses , 

celebrations, cost of transportation 

and the l ikes, 95.45% of those 

surveyed acknowledged that the 

outbreak had been an impediment to 

their plans and 4.55% said their plans 

had not been altered by the pandemic. 

Of those who acknowledge a dent to 

their plans, 85.6% cited the high cost of 

transportation and 14.4% cited having to 

move plans for the wedding and other 

festivities. 

When asked if they had received any form 

of support from the government, 100% of 

respondents said they had not received any 

form of support from the government, with 

35.75% of respondents saying they would 

want the government to support citizens by 

offering food items and palliatives and 

64.25% saying they would like the 

government support to be in form of 

financial aid and grants and loans. 

How has the outbreak affected your career or business?

Things are worse

The same

57.1%

42.9%
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North West

The analysis below covers the following North West states: Zamfara, Sokoto, Kano, 

Kebbi and Katsina.  

When asked how the lockdown had affected household income, 49.6% of 

respondents said their income had depreciated and 50.4% said there have been no 

change to their earnings. Aside from the effect COVID-19 had on household income, 

it has also put some strain on the healthcare system. About 65.9% of respondents 

said access to healthcare had become more difficult for them and 34.1% said they 

had not experienced any changes. 

When asked if the coronavirus pandemic had affected plans such as travels, 

weddings, celebrations, businesses, cost of transportation and the likes, 96.8% of 

those surveyed acknowledged that the outbreak had been an impediment to their 

plans and 3.2% said their plans have not been altered by the pandemic.

When asked if they had received any 

form of support from the government, 

97.6% of respondents said they did not 

receive any form of support from the 

government, while 2.4% said they had 

received or knew someone who 

received support. 

About 18.65% of respondents said 

they would want the government to 

support citizens by offering food items 

and palliatives, 68.05% said they would 

like the government support to come 

in form of financial aid and loans and 

business grants, 6.65% said they would 

prefer the support to come in form of a 

lifting of the lockdown, travel ban and 

reopening of schools, 4.25% said they 

would like the government to create jobs 

instead and 1.6% said they would like to see 

more transparency in government 

spending around the pandemic. Lastly,  

0.8% said they do not require any form of 

government support. 

How has the outbreak affected your career or business?

56.1%

43.1%

0.8%

Things are worse

Things have Improved

The same
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South East

The analysis below covers the following South-East states: Abia, Enugu, Anambra. 

When asked how the lockdown has affected household income, 89.8% of 

respondents said their income has depreciated, 5.7% said there has been no change 

to their earnings and 4.5% witnessed an increase in income. Aside from the effects 

COVID-19 has had on household income, it has also put an obvious strain on the 

healthcare system. About 53.4% of respondents said access to health had become 

more difficult and 46.6% said they had not experienced any changes. 

When asked if the coronavirus pandemic has affected plans such as travels, 

weddings, businesses, burials, celebrations and the likes, 92.11% of those surveyed 

acknowledged that the outbreak has been an impediment to their plans and 7.89% 

said their plans have not been altered by the pandemic.

When asked if they have received any 

form of support from the government, 

100% of respondents said they have 

not received any form of support from 

the government with 31.63% of 

respondents saying they would want 

the government to support citizens by 

offering food items and palliatives. 

While 34.19% said they would like the 

government support to come in the 

form of financial aid and low-interest 

loans, 31.6% said they would prefer the 

support to come in the form of a lifting 

of the lockdown and 2.5% said they 

would like the government to create 

jobs instead. 

South-South

The analysis below covers the following South-South states: Edo, Rivers and Cross 

Rivers. 

When asked how the lockdown had affected household income, 66.3% of 

respondents said their income had depreciated, 33.8% said there had been no 

change to their earnings. Aside from the effect COVID-19 has on household income, 

it has also put some strain on the healthcare system. 

Working from home

42.5%

33.0%

No job / business

20.5%

Working periodically

34.1%

Back to work fully
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About 32.5% of respondents said access to healthcare had become more difficult 

and 66.3% said they had not experienced any changes, while 1.3% said accessing 

healthcare had become easier.  

When asked if the coronavirus 

pandemic affected plans such as 

travels, weddings, celebrations and 

the likes, 43.4% of those surveyed 

acknowledged that the outbreak had 

been an impediment to their plans, 

46.8% said their plans had not been 

altered by the pandemic and 10% did 

not offer a response to the question. 

When asked if they had received any form of support from the government, 100% of 

respondents said they had not received any form of support from the government 

with 16.7% of respondents saying they would want the government to support 

citizens by offering food items and palliatives, 16.9% said they would like the support 

to come in form of financial aid and low-interest loans, support cheques, 33.5% said 

they would prefer the support to come in form of a lifting of the lockdown, travel ban 

and reopening of schools, 17.9% said they would like the government to create jobs 

instead and 5.2% said they would like to see an improved economy; about 10% did 

not give an answer to this question. 

South West

The analysis below covers the following South-West states, Ogun and Lagos. 

When asked how the lockdown affected household income, 57.8% of respondents 

said their income had depreciated, 37.5% said there had been no change to their 

earnings and 4.7% witnessed an increase in income. Aside from the effect COVID-19 

had on household income, it has also put some strain on the healthcare system. 

About 70.3% of respondents said access to healthcare had become more difficult for 

them and 26.6% said they had not experienced any change, while 3.1% said accessing 

healthcare had become easier.  

When asked if the coronavirus pandemic had affected plans such as travels, 

weddings, celebrations and the likes, 93.1% of those surveyed acknowledged that 

the outbreak had been an impediment for their plans and 6.9% said their plans had 

not been altered by the pandemic.

When the FG instituted a lockdown in April, how did it affect

your job during that period?

Could not work 

Worked from home/

online

Went to work

periodically

Went to work daily

0 10 20 30 40 50
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When asked if they had received any 

f o r m  o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e 

government, 95.3% of respondents 

said they had not received any form 

of support and 4.7% said they 

received food items and financial 

s u p p o r t .  A b o u t  2 1 . 2 %  o f 

respondents said they would want 

the government to support citizens 

by offering food items and other 

palliatives, 35% said they would like 

government support to come in form 

of financial aid, low to zero-interest 

loans or a stimulus package, 6.3% 

said they would prefer the support to 

come in form of a lifting of the 

lockdown, travel restrictions and 

reopening of schools, 12.5% said 

they would like the government to 

create jobs instead and 25% said they 

would like to see more transparency 

in government, better monetary and 

economic plan, fiscal responsibility 

and good governance.  

The Jollof Index

Food prices in Nigeria, already very volatile in the best of times, have seen a sharp rise 

since the pandemic's advent. Since 2016, SBM Intelligence has curated the Jollof Index 

by collecting food prices monthly (and assigned composite numbers by estimating the 

cost of cooking a pot of jollof rice for a family of five) in a growing number of markets 

across the country's six geopolitical zones. With the addition of Port Harcourt, the 

number of markets tracked now stands at 13. In the seventeen quarters in which we 

have compiled the Jollof Index, the coronavirus pandemic represents the single most 

disruptive determinant affecting food prices in the country. While prices followed an 

upward, but mostly gentle trend, the month of March 2020 was very different. In 

anticipation of a shutdown as a result of the COVID-19 epidemic, the extent of panic 

buying by Nigerian consumers was clearly observed in the significant rises of such 

products as garri, rice and tomatoes all across the surveyed markets, including a 122% 

increase in Ibadan, a 100% increase in Anambra and 114% in Port Harcourt.

Went to work daily

When the FG & LASG locked the state down in April, how did it

affect your job during that period?

Went to work periodically

Work from home/ on...

15.6%

3.1%

3.1%

Could not work

78.1%

How are you working presently?
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Back to work fully
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The lockdown in three Nigerian states – Lagos, Ogun and the Federal Capital Territory 

disrupted well-established supply chains, increasing transportation costs, reordering 

supply chains, putting additional pressure on food prices. Despite the end of the 

lockdown and a gradual reopening of the economy, Q2 2020 saw a further six 

percent increase in the average Jollof Index for the country which stood at ₦7,240 as 

at June 2020.

While food prices are important in the Nigerian context is not only because they 

represent the closest approximation to inflation, but according to a 2019 survey 

carried out by SBM Intelligence, Nigerians spend on average more than 60% of their 

income on food. The poorly executed lockdown, which saw security agents extorting 

huge sums from logistics operators who passed on those added costs to end 

consumers. The plunge in food security, coupled with rising unemployment, has led 

to many Nigerians ignoring public advice on social distancing and movement 

restrictions in a bid to secure some bread for their families, unwittingly hampering 

official efforts to combat the corona virus.
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Impact on education

The pandemic is having a major effect on schools and education, and there will be a 

lingering effect long after the pandemic is over.

SBM spoke to some respondents in various parts of the country about the knock on 

effects of interrupted education. Some parents in Lagos made it clear that they are, at 

the moment at least, not interested in having their children go back to school 

because they already put their children in apprenticeship programmes. The most 

popular programmes are programmes for auto mechanics, tailoring and painting.

Mummy Sikiru, a respondent in Isolo, Lago, explained how, and why, she allowed her 

two sons to start an apprenticeship in carpentry. The mother of three, complained 

bitterly about how her two sons had been roaming the streets playing with other 

children. According to her, they did not touch their books, and she had waited for a 

promised radio-based education which never came. So she decided that instead of 

allowing the boys to continue wandering the streets with other children, it was best 

they learned a skill that could help them in future. She was clear that while they'd 

return to school upon resumption, they'd still have to keep learning the job after 

school hours and on weekends until they are perfect.

Another respondent, this time in Surulere, Mummy Victor, a single mother of one, 

said that her neighbour had to take her son, Victor, to a mechanic workshop for him 

to learn how to fix cars. She believes that it is in the best interest of her son to get 

engaged in something he will benefit from later in the future, but she was clear that 

he would resume his studies whenever the schools resume.

For the main, lower class respondents said that they put their children in 

apprenticeships because staying at home was not helping those children to achieve 

anything, and shortly after, they began to see some income coming in.

Iya Aina, who is a cleaner at a bank in Ibadan said that since the pandemic started, her 

services, which are paid for daily, are no longer required as often, so her daughter is 

currently learning how to make hair. Iya Aina said that Aina is becoming perfect in hair 

making, and depending on how well she learns the trade, will not go back to school 

upon resumption.

Slightly more affluent parents said they had hired private teachers for their children 

to hold private classes in the morning, but in such cases, the children still went for 

apprenticeship programmes later on in the day.
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A respondent in Onitsha, Mummy Kamsiyochukwu, said that her children are not of 

age to work, and until they are done with secondary school she would not let them go 

for any work. She stated that both she and her husband hired a teacher who comes to 

their house three times a week to tutor their five children on various subjects.

On their part, middle class parents appeared split. Some wished for schools to reopen 

as quickly as possible, while others insisted that schools remain closed as they 

wondered why.

A teacher, Femi, who spoke to the Economist, said that many had been trained on 

online teaching methods, but that most students did not have laptops or phones. He 

called on the Lagos state government to reach a deal with telcos on provision of free 

data for students. SBM researchers encountered similar sentiments among 

responding teachers in Abuja, Anambra, Kaduna, Oyo and Rivers states. 

Nigeria's Economy and COVID-19 

The Nigerian Senate has on Tuesday, 2 June 2020, approved President Muhammadu 

Buhari's request for $5.51 billion in external borrowing from international lenders, 

International Monetary Fund, African Development Bank, World Bank and Islamic 

Development Bank. The borrowing is part of a revised budget for 2020, which allows 

for the effects of the coronavirus pandemic and a sharp drop in oil prices, which has 

dented Nigeria's spending plans because oil sales make up 90 percent of its foreign 

exchange earnings. The money from the International Monetary Fund, African 

Development Bank, World Bank and Islamic Development Bank is to fund the deficit. 

Buhari submitted a revised budget of ₦10.51 trillion ($29.19 billion) to parliament last 

week for approval. Additionally, the Senate raised the price of crude oil from $25 as 

the budget benchmark proposed by the executive to $28 per barrel. The benchmark 

was approved after the chairman senate committee on finance, Solomon 

Olamilekan, presented a report on the revised medium-term expenditure framework 

and fiscal strategy paper. The MTEF and FSP, which the 2020 budget was predicated 

on, were amended after a drop in crude oil prices owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Senate also fixed oil production at 1.8 million barrels per day.

Even before now, Nigeria's economic indicators were already showing signs of 

distress, with falling external reserves, falling balance of trade, falling foreign 

investment inflows, falling revenues, rising debt to income ratios, rising inflation rate, 

amongst others. In all economies, the federal government is the largest spender and 

its fiscal activities drive economic growth. 
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For a relatively large economy with GDP of over $400 billion, the FG's annual budgets 

have hovered around $30 billion for years and depressed oil prices have meant 

reduced revenues (Q1 2020, revenue was reported as 52% below the budget). It is 

perhaps with all this in mind that as part of its submissions to the National Assembly 

to push through the 2020 budget revisions, the federal government released an 

update to the 2020-2020 Medium Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF). In this 

update, as at Q1 2020, revenue was 52% below the budget target but expenditure 

was only 2% down. However, when the budget was reviewed, education and health 

received reduced allocations of 54% and 43% respectively, while the National 

Assembly's was cut by 10% and lawmakers were even able to score funds to renovate 

their building. There is no clearer indicator of the priority of the APC led government 

– even in a time of dwindling revenue and when the country is struggling, their own 

spending not only remains untouched but actually increases overall. In the wake of 

Brent crude reaching the psychological $40 mark, as we expected, there is no more 

talk of implementing the Oronsaye Report on government reform and cutting down 

waste. It is now business as usual, except it is not so. Nigeria is in a precarious fiscal 

position, and its leaders are playing a fiddle. Oil income was only down 30% of the 

government's budget target. Debt servicing costs jumped 30% compared to budget 

and now stood at 99.2% compared to actual revenue. We expect Nigeria to be back at 

the IMF soon, and this time, the conditions will be harsh.

Conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic offered a rare opportunity for introspection and possible 

correction of defunct institutions and ill-fitted policymaking in Nigeria. From this 

report, adequate advantage was not taken to sustainably improve health 

infrastructure in the country even though many political leaders have had to receive 

treatment in the country owing to a ban on international travels. Doctors and 

healthcare workers still have to strike for salary increases and the provision of 

personal protective equipment. The pandemic has amplified poor monetary and 

economic policies as the country's economy contracts, hoping to recover from the 

COVID-19 induced lockdown. The report shows that although the government's 

efforts are commendable, a lot of work still remains to be done.



Since 2013, we have provided data analytics and strategic communication solutions 

to clients across various sectors in Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, South 

Africa, the UK, France and the United States. 

About SBM

SBM Intel is an Africa focused geopolitical research and strategic communications 

consulting firm focused on addressing the critical need for political, social, economic 

and market data, and big data analytics. We employ various methods of data 

collection. Our Data Collection Methodology team advises on data collection 

methods for all ONS social and business surveys. With clients both within the 

business and the wider government community, we aim to provide expert advice on 

data collection procedures and carry out research leading to improvements in survey 

quality.
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