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INTRODUCTION
Elections in Nigeria, especially in the Fourth Republic, are nothing if not
contentious. They are frequently under the spectre of potential violence. It is
becoming increasingly clear that violence is proving to be an eﬀective means of
voter intimidation and is driving low turnout. The 2019 general elections recorded
the lowest turnout in the last four election cycles – stretching back to 2003. The
governorship elections that followed two weeks on from the presidential elections
were even worse.
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Violence has been legitimised as a tool for keeping turnout poor in opposition areas.
Pre-existing violence makes electoral violence signiﬁcantly more fatal - for example,
while the North-Central - bedeviled by underlying security issues including the Pastoral
Conﬂict and a rising spate of kidnappings - accounted for 15% of all electoral incidents in
the 2019 general elections, it made up 22% of the fatality count. The state votes that
followed the last general election cycle - Bayelsa and Kogi - generally followed the same
pattern of violent rises cycle-on-cycle. In Bayelsa, the presence of entrenched and
politically connected gangs accelerated the scale of electoral violence. The fear of the
opposition ﬂipping Kogi, which has a governor who is very close to the President led to a
bitterly fought electoral campaign on both sides.
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Election sponsored violence reached such a crescendo that the United States imposed
visa restrictions on key political actors in both states. There are also indications that an
atmosphere of violence also provides a conducive environment for other nefarious
1
electoral activities to thrive. 48% of respondents to a 2019 SBM survey said they had
indeed heard of incidents of vote buying during the last elections in the areas where they
voted.
Ahead of the 19 September 2020 elections for governor, Edo State in South-South
Nigeria is proving to be no diﬀerent. The two major contenders met physically for the
ﬁrst time in a televised debate on 13 September to share their competing visions with
voters. The All Progressives Congress candidate, Osagie Ize-Iyamu and the incumbent,
Godwin Obaseki of the Peoples Democratic Party had earlier attended a virtual debate
organised by BBC Pidgin. On poverty alleviation, Obaseki said that, “In terms of human
capacity and employment, that is one area we believe we have accomplished quite a lot.
On the onset, I promised I will raise a minimum of 200,000 jobs within a minimum of a
four-year period. And just before COVID-19 pandemic hit, we had created 157,000
direct and indirect jobs for Edo people”. Ize-Iyamu disagreed, saying the governor
falsiﬁed the data. Ize-Iyamu added that “...in the past four years, the economy of Edo has
been mismanaged, has been plundered and all the huge amounts that we receive at the
inception of this administration has practically left our state without any serious project
to show for it.
Obaseki had left the APC for the PDP following his disqualiﬁcation from participating in
the party primary that produced Ize-Iyamu as the party's candidate. The APC had
alleged that Obaseki's disqualiﬁcation bordered on discrepancies in his certiﬁcates.

A brief history of the state
Edo State was created on 27 August 1991 when the military regime led by General
Ibrahim Babangida divided the former Bendel State into Edo and Delta states. Edo State
has Benin City as its capital and shares borders with three other states – Ondo State to
the west; Delta State to the south and east; and Kogi to the north.
The state has three senatorial districts (Edo South, Edo Central and Edo North); nine
Federal House of Representative seats; and twenty-four House of Assembly seats. Of
the three senatorial districts, Edo South has 58% of registered voters spread across
seven local government areas (LGAs); followed by Edo North which has 25.5% of
registered voters spread across six LGAs; and Edo Central Senatorial District which
constitutes 16.5% of registered voters of the state across ﬁve LGAs. The LGAs in each
senatorial district are shown in the table below:

1 Nigeria 2019 Election Security Report | SBM Intelligence, May 2019
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S/N Senatorial District
1.
2.
3.

LGAs

Edo South Senatorial District Egor, Orhionmwon, Ovia North-East, Ovia SouthWest, Ikpoba-Okha, Oredo, and Uhunmwode
Edo North Senatorial District Akoko-Edo, Etsako Central, Etsako East, Etsako
West, Owan East, and Owan West
Edo Central Senatorial Dis- Esan Central, Esan West, Esan South-East, Esan
trict
North-East, and Igueben

Politics of Edo State
Historically, Edo State has been viewed as one of the frontlines of competitive politics in
Nigeria, as power has largely rotated between leading political parties in the state since
the 1950s. Even the creation of the Midwest Region in 1963 was an outcome of this
competitive power struggle. Following alleged marginalisation of Edo and Delta people
in the Western Region, the Midwest State Movement (MWSM) agitated for the creation
of the Midwest Region. However, the Action Group (AG) which controlled the Western
Region frustrated the quest for a separate region from its domain. The MWSM then
forged an alliance with the National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC) which
controlled the central government in the First Republic in coalition with the Northern
People's Party (NPP). Seeing an opportunity to weaken the power of the AG which was
the main opposition, the NPP-NCNC led national government granted the request of
the MWSM and created the Midwest Region in 1963. This is signiﬁcant because it is the
only instance of a state being created by a civilian administration in Nigerian history.
Since the NCNC had the largest number of seats in the House of Assembly, it formed
the government.
In the Second Republic, power swung to the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) which grew out
of the Action Group. As a result, Professor Ambrose Alli became the governor of Bendel
State between 1979 and 1983. But in the 1983 gubernatorial election, the opposition
party defeated the UPN when Dr. Samuel Ogbemudia became governor under the
National Party of Nigeria (NPN). In line with this historical power competition between
leading political parties, John Oyegun of the left leaning Social Democratic Party (SDP)
defeated Lucky Igbinedion of the conservative National Republican Convention (NRC)
in 1991 and became the governor of the newly created Edo State in the short-lived Third
Republic.
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In 1999, the People's Democratic Party (PDP) rode to power in the state with Mr
Igbinedion as governor. Even though the PDP secured a re-election in 2003, the Action
Congress of Nigeria (ACN) came to power in 2007 when Mr Adams Oshiomhole, a
former President of the Nigerian Labour Congress, was declared winner when the
Court of Appeal aﬃrmed the verdict of the Election Tribunal after the Independent
Electoral Commission (INEC) had declared Prof Oserhiemen Osunbor of the PDP
winner and sworn in as governor 18 months earlier. With this development, Mr
Oshiomhole replaced Prof Osunbor as governor. Mr Oshiomhole was re-elected as
governor in 2012 in a landslide over Charles Airhiavbere of the PDP. Mr Oshiomhole
appointed his would-be successor, Godwin Obaseki, as Chairman of the Edo State
Economic and Strategy Team in March 2009 and the latter remained as a key member
of the state government till the end of that administration. However, the pair fell out in
2020 as Obaseki seeks reelection. The latter has claimed that the rift with his
predecessor was as a result of what he described as Oshiomhole's “disruption to the
decision-making process of the APC in Edo state.” Observers have attributed the rift to
Oshiomhole's attempt to be a godfather in the politics of the state, which has caused a
political crisis that has also aﬀected the state legislature.
Oshiomhole's continued importance as a central ﬁgure in Edo politics is largely rooted in
the enduring importance of godfathers in Nigerian politics. Rooted in traditional forms of
sociopolitical organisations and accentuated by a colonial system of administration that
played politically opposed elites against each other, godfatherism has seen Nigerian
elites mostly capture and control modern political institutions through the agency of
voters. These elites now occupy a position where they can bestow privilege and rewards
as they deem ﬁt, deepening a political structure where patronage, loyalty and state
resources are intertwined in a complex mix that often leaves wider societal needs, where
those come into conﬂict with elite concerns, unaddressed. In the case of Edo,
Oshiomhole's political breakthrough as the country's most vocal union leader aﬀorded
him the opportunity to build a political structure which served as the basis of ﬁrst, an
activist, then political programme that enabled him rise to and remain at the upper
echelons of state politics.
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Parties and candidates in the 2020 Gubernatorial Election

AA
ADC
ADP
APC
APGA
APM
APP
LP
NNPP
NRM
PDP
SDP
YPP
ZLP

DEPUTY

GOVERNOR

PARTY

Obhafuoso Paul, E
Akhigbe B Ehiabhi
Ibio L Emmanuel
Osagie Andrew Ize-Iyamu
Lucky Osagie Idehen
Igbineweka Osamuede
Amos Osalumese Areloegbe
Osifo Uhun-Ekpenma Isaiah
Agolebun Tracy
Stevie Nash Ozono
Godwin Nogheghase Obaseki
Felix Ikezor Obayangbon
Jones Osagiobare
Akhalamhe Amiemenoghena

Sunday Johnbull
Mabel Oboh
Demond Imasuen
Audu Ganiyu
Isah Asekhaimeh
Obiyan Christian
Afolabi Ogah
Omobayo Marvellous
Enobhaysobo Jonathan
Osadolor Eghe Festus
Philip Shaibu
Omion Omonye
Samson Olukayode Idowu
Thompson Osadolor

Violence in the 2020 cycle
Violence aﬀects voter turnout, thus the highly unusual peace meeting called by the Oba
of Benin, Oba Ewuare II, on 2 September 2020 to bring together the main contestants in
Edo's governorship elections, which was in response to the higher than normal levels of
violence witnessed in the campaign season, was very welcome.
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Chart: Turnout in elections in Edo State. Source: INEC
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The stakes in this cycle appear higher, as the incumbent governor, Godwin Obaseki is
taking on not just Osagie Ize-Iyamu of the APC, but his predecessor, Adams
Oshiomhole whose support was crucial in making him governor. As often happens, the
godfather-godson relationship has gone sour, culminating in the APC refusing to allow
Obaseki the chance to contest the primaries due to irregularities in his documentation.
It prompted Obaseki to move to the PDP, while Osagie Ize-Iyamu, once sharply criticised
by Oshiomhole, claimed the APC ticket. The divided loyalties as a result of these events,
have led to a heightened level of competition in the state, as elections approach.
Prior to the peace meeting at the Oba's palace, thugs said to be loyal to the PDP and
APC, clashed on July 25th at the entrance gate of the Palace. This was after a visit of
South-South PDP governors. The clash occurred immediately after the State Governor,
Godwin Obaseki, left the palace with the other state governors, who paid a courtesy visit
to the Oba of Benin ahead of the ﬂag-oﬀ of the party's governorship campaign in Benin
City.
In August, Governor Obaseki's convoy was attacked twice. Once by hoodlums in
Apana in Etsako West Local Government, and on another occasion his convoy was
brought to a halt temporarily as a group of armed robbers attempted to block his
convoy in Uhunmwode Local Government.
These and other events prompted the Oba to personally intervene to call the two
parties to order.

Peace accord
All the political parties and their candidates, particularly the candidates of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), Governor Godwin Obaseki, and the All Progressives Congress
(APC), Pastor Osagie Ize-Iyamu have also signed a peace accord to ensure peaceful
conduct before, during and after the election.
The deal was brokered by the Nigeria Peace Committee (NPC), led by a former Head of
State, Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar (rtd); and supported by the Kukah Centre for Faith,
Leadership and Public Policy, headed by the Catholic Bishop of Sokoto, Bishop Matthew
Hassan Kukah. Promising to abide by the peace agreement, Obaseki and Ize-Iyamu both
say they are fully committed to a peaceful election.
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Voter Perceptions
Research carried out by YIAGA Africa indicates that conﬁdence in the process needs to
2
be increased, and concerns about violence are high. 56% of survey respondents
expressed major concerns about violence by political parties, with 48% expressing
concern about violence carried out by security agents.
INEC also has work to do in this area. Nearly half (46%) of respondents said they lack
conﬁdence in INEC's ability to conduct credible elections, and only 39% trust the police
to protect the election's credibility. It appears that there has been a signiﬁcant
degradation in this regard - a 2019 SBM survey3 of regional perceptions of INEC's
electoral management abilities showed that Edo, along with Akwa Ibom, recorded the
highest trust levels (80% or more) in the South-South region. Nationally, only Ekiti,
Gombe, Kebbi and Zamfara saw higher perceptions. This ties in with the drop in voter
turnout in elections held in Edo State over the last few cycles. In the 2011 general
elections, Edo State saw a 38.4% voter turnout which dropped to 32.7% in the 2015
general elections, 30.3% in the 2016 governorship elections, and 28% in the 2019
general elections. For the state assembly elections two weeks after the federal
elections, turnout was 32.8%.

Nationally, citizens in Edo are among those who trust INEC the least. Source: SBM Intelligence,
Nigeria 2019 Election Security Report, May 2019

2 What data tells us about the 2020 Edo Governorship Election | YIAGA Africa, September 2020
3 Nigeria 2019 Election Security Report | SBM Intelligence, May 2019
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Conclusion
It is really hard to determine winners of election debates even when all their claims are
fact-checked as how their policy proposals are assessed are subjective. However,
despite best eﬀorts to make the election campaigns issues-based, Saturday's poll
will still revolve around two personalities: the incumbent governor, Godwin Obaseki
and his predecessor, Adams Oshiomole who backed him in 2016 and is now backing
his opponent, Osagie Ize-Iyamu.
The election is critical to the political survival of Mr Oshiomole who was suspended as
the APC National Chairman and is unlikely to get his seat back. An Ize-Iyamu victory
will help Mr Oshiomhole retain some national relevance and strengthen his hand in
the politicking ahead of the selection of a presidential candidate for the party in the
2023 elections (Oshiomole is allied with APC leader, Bola Tinubu who is strongly
rumored to be interested in succeeding President Buhari). This is largely why this
campaign season has been very acrimonious and tense with the high possibility of
violence, necessitating key interventions from the highly inﬂuential Oba of Benin as
well as the National Peace Committee led by respected former Head of State,
Abdulsalmami Abubakar.
What will really keep the peace, however, will be the electoral umpire being fair and
more importantly, being perceived as fair, politicians being responsible in their
actions and utterances and adequate and impartial security. A lot also depends on the
ability of law enforcement to play it straight down the middle and ensure that the will
of the people is reﬂected in the outcome, irrespective of the various pressures that
will be brought to bear on the process from political actors. This is the only way to
increase conﬁdence in the process. These elections are pivotal to the future of
elections in Nigeria's current democratic practice, and messing them up will only
decrease conﬁdence in the process, and result in even more people staying away
from future elections - a terrible omen for a still maturing democracy.

8

About SBM
SBM Intel is an Africa focused geopolitical research and strategic
communications consulting ﬁrm focused on addressing the critical need for
political, social, economic and market data, and big data analytics. We employ
various methods of data collection. Our Data Collection Methodology team
advises on data collection methods for all ONS social and business surveys.
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research leading to improvements in survey quality.
Since 2013, we have provided data analytics and strategic communication
solutions to clients across various sectors in Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory Coast,
Kenya, South Africa, the UK, France and the United States.
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