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DISCLAIMER

The data contained in this report is only up-to-date as at Saturday, 10 October 2020 and 
covers activities for the year 2020. Some of it is subject to change during the natural 
course of events. SB Morgen cannot accept liability in respect of any errors or omissions 
that may follow such events that may invalidate data contained herein. 

Our researchers' employed methods such as one-on-one interviews and desk research 
to collate the available data. Our editors sifted through the data and prepared the report, 
using various proprietary tools to fact-check and copy edit the information gathered. 

Our publicly released reports are formatted for easy and quick reading, and may not 
necessarily contain all the data that SB Morgen gathered during a given survey. Complete 
datasets can be made available on request. 
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INTRODUCTION

In the last four years, Nigerians have clamoured for thorough police reforms, 
following incidents of highhandedness, extortion, human rights abuses and 
extrajudicial killings by men of the Nigerian Police Force (NPF), especially the Special 
Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS). Following repeated social media outrage and 
accompanying protests, the federal government has on multiple occasions either 
placed some sort of ban or restriction to the activities of SARS, including a 
“reorganisation” in 2016 that renamed the organisation, the Federal Special Anti-
Robbery Squad (F-SARS). 

On 23 December 2017, Ibrahim Idris, the Inspector General of Police (IGP) at the 
time, placed a ban on SARS operatives from conducting stop and search 
operations. The ban was reinstated on 5 September 2018 following a resumption of 
illicit activities by the tactical unit. 

On 26 February 2020, Mohammed Adamu, the current IGP disbanded SARS 
satellite offices across the country. Following an apparent refusal to obey the 
previous bans and public outrage after video evidence emerged of SARS 
operatives accosting a young man at  Ughelli, Delta State, who had been allegedly 
killed by SARS officers on 4 October 2020, protests to disband the group emerged 
again. This time, the IGP promised to follow through with the “reorganisation” of the 
unit. However, not much has changed as these officers continue to defy the 
directives, suggesting that they may be emboldened by support they get from 
officers higher up in the police command. 

On Monday, 20 April 2020, 10 year-old Usman Abdulkadir was shot by a policeman 
enforcing the lockdown imposed on a market in Jigawa State. His death led to a 
pandemonium and protests in the Sankara community under Ringim LGA. On 26 
May 2020, Tina Eze, 17, who was preparing to write her WAEC later in the year, was 
hit by a bullet from a reportedly drunk police officer, who shot to disperse a crowd 
that had gathered after he opened fire at a bus driver who had refused to give him a 
bribe. Tina died two days after the incident sparking a wave of social media 
campaigns for justice. 
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https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/253327-ig-police-bans-sars-conducting-stop-search-operations.html
https://guardian.ng/news/sars-operatives-banned-from-wearing-mufti-on-duty/
https://guardian.ng/news/igp-disbands-sars-satellite-offices-across-nigeria/
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/nwest/389761-coronavirus-jigawa-police-investigating-alleged-shooting-of-10-year-old.html
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This year alone, between January and October 2020 the number of force brutality 
incidents, and these include the Nigerian Armed Forces, the Nigeria Police Force, 
the Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps, and the Nigeria Customer Service, 
stands at 88. About 116 people have been killed in these 88 incidents. Of the 88 
incidents, at least 51% of cases (46) were attributed to police brutality. Of the 116 
recorded deaths, 49 people died from police brutality. 
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Major F- SARS Incidents in last year
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What really is the problem with policing in Nigeria? 

The more fundamental problem is of rogue police departments rising – from the Kill 
and Go mobile policemen squads in the 1980s to the F-SARS of today. The 
fundamental drivers of this behaviour have been the same across the years. The 
lack of a system of consequences is responsible for the almost systematic killing 
and extortion of Nigerians run by police departments such as F-SARS, the anti-
cultism unit, and the Zonal Intervention Squad (ZIS). While the recommendation to 
dismiss the police officers found of wrongdoing is a good one, it still does not get to 
the core of the issue - systemic criminality arising wholesale from units of the 
police. The overarching issue is the how -  how to disband such units and then 
reform the wider police force to remove the systems that ensure that any 
replacements morph into new incarnations of the disbanded predecessors.

The Vice President, Yemi Osinbajo, previously ordered the reorganisation of F-
SARS, to no effect. It has become a well-worn cycle where the wider police force, or 
specifically a member of the F-SARS unit, kills an innocent civilian spurring social 
media and offline outrage followed by “disciplinary action” on the police officer. In 
the midst of all this, there are still very few ideas on police reform in Nigeria, 
especially with regards to increasing the size of the workforce, quality of training, 
and improving the conditions of service. The biggest change in a long time was the 
passing into law of the Nigeria Police Trust Fund which will be funded by 0.005% of 
the net profit of each business in the country. But this move does not touch wider 
issues around the accountability of previously allocated funds, the structure of the 
police that makes it bureaucratic, and how to improve it beyond just funding. Even 
worse, rather than state governments using the current opportunity to push for 
police reforms, they are creating regional security agencies to “complement the 
police”. 

Until the police itself is reformed (including changing its structure such that it is 
more local than central) as well as improving the quality of training and conditions of 
service, we are afraid that any  actions to reform F-SARS will not be fruitful.

SARS is present in all 36 states of the Federation and the FCT. One estimate puts 
the average number of officers per state at 200, making a total of 7,400. Prior to 
January 2019, SARS had a federal chain of command. However, control of the unit 
was moved to Commissioners of Police, who however report to the IGP.
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 5 Osinbajo orders IGP to overhaul SARS 
 6 Nigeria Police Trust Fund (Establishment) Act Introduces 0.005% Levy On The Net Profit Of Companies - Mondaq

https://punchng.com/osinbajo-orders-igp-to-re-organise-sars/
https://bit.ly/3dgBOVs


3 Bloomberg: Floods washed away more than 25% of Nigeria's rice harvest | https://bloom.bg/2IbDm7z
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Catching trips

Following the numerous bans, reorganisation, reformation, disbandment and 
restructuring of SARS that have proven ineffective, Nigerians are now aware that 
much of the government's efforts are what in local parlance is referred to as 
“vibes” or “cruise”. This is a testament to a fundamental problem of mistrust in 
the government. 

Reorganising the unit was one of the first consequential acts carried by 
Mohammed Adamu, who became the Acting Inspector General of Police in 
January 2019 before he was confirmed a few months later. At the time, it was 
seen as window dressing, a mere renaming of the problem. 19 months later, that 
has proved to be the case. 

The recent statements by the Police IG banning the Federal SARS and other units 
such as the STS and IRT from undertaking routine patrol and stop-and-search 
duties have been met with scepticism, as this is at least the fourth time such a 
directive has been given in the last two years intended to reform or overhaul the 
unit. In each case, however, business has continued as usual, indicative of a lack 
of political will to reform the police, even if it is just a unit within it. It also lends 
credence to persistent rumours that the unit enjoys the backing of the police 
high command. The most charitable perspective on this is that the top brass, if 
not complicit, turn a blind eye to their atrocities. This explains why, after the IGP 
announced that SARS was dissolved on Sunday, 11 October, it was met with a 
high degree of skepticism by the public.

F - SARS

The  economics of police brutality

The activities of policemen in Nigeria have had some impact on economic activities 
in the country. As the world moves to a service-driven digital economy, and with the 
obvious rise in unemployment in Nigeria, more and more young people are finding  
ways to make legitimate earnings by leveraging on technology to carry out remote 
work. From trading cryptocurrencies, running online advertisements, making 
comedy skits, copywriting, content creation, graphic designs, to working remotely 
as software developers, young Nigerians have created a service economy that 
appears independent of government patronage. 

https://bloom.bg/2IbDm7z
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In many reported cases, persons found with laptops or “expensive phones” are 
arrested and bogus charges slapped on them even after they show their ID cards 
and proof of legitimate sources of income. They are often forced to enter 
unmarked vehicles, are driven to unknown locations, have their phones seized, and 
are given no opportunity to call friends or family for help. These are scare tactics 
and continuous police brutality undermines this service economy currently being 
championed by young Nigerians. Video evidence abounds of police officers illegally 
searching the phones of young Nigerians, reading their text messages and emails 
and checking their banking accounts. If a significant amount is found in it, they force 
the victims to the nearest cash machines, often with guns pointed at them, to 
withdraw these monies. Video records also show rogue officers breaking into 
homes without a warrant, confisticating laptops and phones. At other times, 
persons returning from work carrying their laptops or using iPhones are detained 
and labelled internet fraudsters, despite attempts by the victims to identify 
themselves with their work identification cards often showing that they work with 
tech companies in or outside the country.

Export of services is a major contributor to the GDP of some of the world's biggest 
economies. Nigeria currently has a negative trade imbalance and should encourage 
every opportunity to correct that especially through export of services. To 
understand the impact of dollar income in Nigeria, it is important to consider the 
country's economic structure and international characteristics. For foreign 
exchange, Nigeria is reliant, almost entirely, on oil earnings. Our local manufacturing 
and services is almost non-existent. The country increasingly relies on importation 
of goods and many services. This means that Nigeria relies on dollar earnings to do 
the above and reliance increases more than can be managed. As a result, any hit to 
the inflow of dollars could cause a FX trade war — and the naira always loses. A 
weaker naira means a weaker economy and debt servicing becomes a bigger 
burden than it should be and subsidy cost increases. Thus, every remote worker 
earning USD is one pillar that keeps the economy going. 

To give a better perspective of how important the service industry actually is, India's 
services exports was announced in March by its Reserve Bank to have risen by 6.6% 
in March to about USD 17.94 billion. In comparison, Nigeria's ICT service exports, 
according to the Observatory of Economic Complexity (OEC) data and World Bank 
collection of development indicators was reported to be at about USD 2.89 billion 
as at 2017.
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Nigeria - ICT Service Exports (BoP, Current US$)

With the obvious potential for the 
growth of technology companies in 
the country and Nigeria fast 
becoming a prime spot for 
technology startups and investment, 
the continuous harassment of young 
professionals leveraging on 
technology to earn a living, either as 
content creators, podcasters, 
software developers, online 
marketers, or other roles, could mean 
that the country stands to lose 
millions of dollars in foreign exchange 
(FX), foreign direct investment (FDI) 
and gross domestic product (GDP). In 
addition, the continuous extortion of 
persons in the internet and 
technology services industry makes 
the ease of doing business much 
more difficult, thereby frustrating the 
government's effort to make 
business processes easy enough to 
attract investors. To contextualise 
how big the technology services 
industry is in Nigeria, two Nigerian 
fintech companies - OPay and 

PalmPay - raised a cumulative $210 
million in funding rounds, primarily from 
Chinese investors. 

Available data shows that about 99% of 
investment raised by Nigerian startups 
were from external sources (non-
Nigerian sources). By the end of the first 
quarter of 2020, startups in Africa's 
largest economy had raised a cumulative 
of USD55.3 million. Without the requisite 
reforms to the police, the ease of doing 
business in Nigeria is likely to get worse 
and more of these types of investment 
will decline. 
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Adapting to a service-driven economy

There are growing concerns among persons that the  would #ENDSARS protests
exacerbate internet crimes, as an abolition of the unit could imply a free pass for the 
fraudster. Stories abound of landlords/landladies and estates associations calling 
the police on residents because they cannot fathom the idea of remote work. This 
gets complicated when young persons are seen always working on their computer 
and not holding a regular 9 - 5 job yet are able to meet their financial obligations. 
Whereas some of these concerns are legitimate, it is important to understand that 
there are new and unconventional ways of generating legitimate sources of income 
by leveraging technology.

Many Nigerians have taken up building significant online presence to attract 
advertisers. Nigeria, like other emerging markets has continued to see an increase 
in the amount of time spent on social media networks. This has been credited to its 
young population, the major  driver of the segment. With a solid online presence, 
anyone can offer their platform to advisters and make significant earnings by not 
leaving their home. According to Dotts Media, international brand influencers get 
paid as much as $50,000 and some Nigerian influencers make as much as ₦1 
million for a single promoted post. 

In a recent interview with AIT, a former SARS Commander, Vandefan Tersugh 
James (Rtd CSP), defended the actions of checking peoples phones by police 
officers at checkpoints. Even though he acknowledged it was flagrantly illegal to do 
so, he argued that young people between the ages of 25 - 30 cannot be driving 
expensive cars if they were not involved in illegal activities and can only drive such 
cars if they are from wealthy families. This demonstrates the naivevity he keenly 
exhibits, it also speaks to part of the problem. It does appear that much of the 
brutality meted on young Nigerians are a result of jealousy disguised as attempts to 
curb cyber crimes. 

In addition, it speaks to the need to educate police officers that traditional jobs are 
going extinct and they must understand the new realities of a service-driven 
economy. An economy that democratizes opportunities and distributes wealth. If 
indeed the Nigeria Police Force (NPF) is interested in tackling cyber crime, it must 
adapt to global best practice and build an intelligence team that leverages on 
technology and collaborates with other financial institutions and anti-graft 
agencies like the EFCC. The approach must be deliberate enough not to 
inconvenience persons with legitimate sources of income.

7

7–Dotts Media House  Creative Brands, PR and Digital Marketing Consultant

https://dottsmediahouse.com
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The economics of police extortion

Anyone who visits the typical Nigerian 
police station to report a crime or to bail 
someone out will be confronted with the 
unfortunate reality of extortion and 
bribery. To report a case, plaintiffs are 
first asked to pay a fee to open the case. 
The standard fee it seems is 5000 ₦
($11.06). After this payment, the plaintiff 
would be asked to pay a regular arbitrary 
fee for the investigation. This is open to 
abuse as any person can pay the police 
to get involved in a civil case and arrest 
anyone for a dispute that ought to be 
settled in the court of law. Many times, 
the victims of crimes have been 
extorted by police officers, adding to 
their losses.

In this interview with Gambo Umar a 
tomato seller here in Ajuwon market he 
said that the SARS and police saga 
doesn't affect their business in any way 
as they go on with their daily business 
routine.

Speaking with Iya Baraka a frozen food 
seller, she said that they have no 
business with the police and SARS, so 
they dont expect these people to 
bother or disturb them in any way.

Mummy Rodiat, a plantain seller said 
these people (SARS and police) dont 
come into the market in any way 
except if they are coming to patronize 
them. 

The mother of 3 said that even as 
the police were chasing away 
protesters this morning, they were 
not disturbed as they all came out in 
surprised of the gun shot.

During the COVID-19-induced-
interstate travel ban, a Premium 
Times reporter counted about 58 
checkpoints from the Sagamu 
bypass to the Delta State end of the 
Niger Bridge. Despite the 
proliferation of checkpoints on the 
road, all the drivers of minivans that 
were travelling and other commercial 
vehicles needed to pass through 
were to pay  a bribe of at least 500 ₦
($1.11) at each checkpoint. That 
means a single bus would have had to 
pay a minimum of 29,000 ($66) to ₦
go from Jibowu, a major bus terminal 
in Lagos, to Upper Iweka, a major 
terminating point in Onitsha, a 
460km journey. The price 
differentials would, of course, be 
passed on to the travellers. The 
investigation also showed that 
though many of the checkpoints 
were just a few metres apart, the 
heaviest clusters of checkpoints on 
the route were at state boundaries.

8

 8 Extortion Bazaar: How corrupt security personnel, states' officials help violate interstate travel ban

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/395524-extortion-bazaar-how-corrupt-security-personnel-states-officials-help-violate-interstate-travel-ban.html
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While the state governors could be blamed for not showing the requisite political will 
in enforcing the ban on interstate travel, they are also hamstrung by the security 
agencies who will act independently of them, often taking orders only from their 
superiors at the federal level, and in many ways disregarding all authority and in 
effect going rogue. Every Inspector General of Police since 1999 has announced a 
ban on checkpoints along Nigeria's highways and has been promptly disobeyed by 
his men. There is no point maintaining the farce and only creating a money-making 
opportunity for unscrupulous people, especially if such a farce has the unintended 
consequence of rubbishing the intent behind the restriction and giving Nigerians 
yet another reason to be cynical about the Nigerian state.

It is obvious that the security agents on the road who were meant to enforce the 
interstate travel ban saw it as an opportunity to make a quick buck. This situation 
was almost inevitable considering that those who work in the informal transport 
industry depend on income from their daily activities and cannot survive an 
extended period of lockdown without work. In addition, security agents have over a 
very long time created a culture of extorting transporters using checkpoints as 
points of collection. The interstate travel ban only served to drive up the amounts 
being extorted with very little leverage for transporters whose only other option is 
to not travel during the lockdown.

Reforming the unreformable

In a country encumbered by many security threats, in the last decade the 
government has been unable to secure the lives and properties of citizens leaving 
this responsibility up to the citizens. A clear example was during the recent 
lockdown when gang members of the “one mill ion boys gang” raided 
neighbourhoods in Lagos, Ogun and Oyo state. Citizens had to form vigilante 
groups to repel these attacks. 

In addition, Nigeria is a severely under-policed country; its 301,737 police officers 
give a ratio of approximately 1 police officer to 666 Nigerians, far below the United 
Nations recommendation of 1 to 450. Even with the country being under-policed, 
at least half of the police are thought to be providing security for VIPs. 

9

10

 9 COVID-19: Gangs take advantage 
 10—150, 000 policemen attached to VIP's, unauthorised persons  Guardian Nigeria

https://www.sbmintel.com/2020/04/covid-19-gangs-take-advantage/
https://guardian.ng/news/150-000-policemen-attached-to-vips-unauthorised-persons/
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The rights group said as it documented at least 82 cases of torture, ill-treatment 
and extra-judicial execution by SARS between January 2017 and May 2020. 
According to Amnesty, a bulk of the victims the group documented are males 
between the ages of 18 and 35, from low-income backgrounds and vulnerable 
groups. The group said it bore witness to the scars, bruises, and dried blood on 
victims' bodies, mostly due to beatings with sticks and machetes, and being denied 
medical care. Amnesty International said it wrote, on three occasions, to the 
Inspector-General of Police asking for steps the police may have taken in 
investigating the cases outlined in the report, but there was no response.

Complaints about SARS have lingered for years with many Nigerians turning to 
social media platforms and civil society groups to seek help from extortion 
experienced at the hands of its operatives. The clamour for police reforms under 
the hashtag “ ” has seen support from celebrities and the Nigerian tech #EndSARS
community, which has had its members arrested and extorted by operatives who 
typically accuse young men with laptops of being internet fraudsters.

The  was intended to call attention to police brutality, bias, and End SARS campaign
highhandedness, and speaks to a broader need for police reform. Against this 
backdrop, the Amnesty International report is no surprise. Nigeria's government 
has generally paid lip service to police reform in general and specifically to the issue 
of reforming SARS, despite a presidential directive and repeated pledges by the 
Inspector-General of Police to reform the squad. 

We are sceptical as to whether SARS can be reformed without reforming the 
wider police force and what such reform will look like. 

The establishment of regional (and unconstitutional) security forces such as 
Amotekun is not only an indication of the lack of capacity of the Nigeria Police Force 
but also adds voice to state policing calls. It is unlikely that the Amnesty report will 
make a significant difference, and we expect that the police will deny the report at 
best. Until there is the political will to radically reform the police, including but not 
limited to its federal structure, this will continue to be the status quo.

11 Nigeria: Time to end impunity: Torture and other human rights violations by special anti-robbery squad (SARS) 

Several attempts at police reforms in Nigeria have proven to be ineffective and 
unsuccessful. A report from Amnesty International says that Nigeria has failed to 
prosecute a single officer from the notorious Special Anti-Robbery Squad despite 
(SARS) cases of rights violations reportedly perpetrated by the police unit. In 2017, 
the country outlawed, with stiff penalties, the use of torture and other cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment. Despite that, torture and ill-treatment remain 
routine practice used by SARS operatives to execute, punish and extract 
information from suspects, under the supervision of senior police officers. 

11

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr44/9505/2020/en/
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Appendix

Table showing number of incidents and police brutality in Nigeria in 2020.

Date State Location Description Casualties

06/01/20 Bayelsa Yenagoa A yet to be identiied policeman reportedly shot 
and killed three people at Ekeki axis in Yenagoa 
this evening, The police was said to have opened 
ire on a commercial bus belonging to Peace 
Mass Transit, a popular transport company in 
Yenagoa. Also gathered that the yet-to-be-
identiied police operative reportedly boarded 
a commercial tricycle and escaped the scene 
shortly after wreaking havoc in the area.

3

14/01/20 Adamawa Yola 
North

A police officer reportedly shot an 18-year-old 
student of Iman Malik Academy, identify as 
Hamza Umar in Yola, Adamawa State, The
 incident happened at Jambutu ward of Yola 
North LGA when police officers on patrol went to 
the area to arrest some miscreants, but met stif 
resistance from some protesting youth.

1

23/01/20 Imo Owerri An officer of the Imo State Police Command 
shot a middle aged man for letting a ₦50 bribe 
ofered to the officer drop on the loor. The 
incident happened near Airport Junction along 
Owerri-Aba Express Road.

03/02/20 Lagos Ijora Okada and Keke riders in Ijora area of Lagos 
State are currently clashing with police. The 
riders insisted on going about their business 
despite the ban on their operations. The Lagos 
State Government had banned Okada and Keke 
in Lagos. At the time of iling this report, two 
people had been hit by bullets.

3

07/02/20 Borno Gwoza An army corporal killed a policeman with an 
Anti-Aircraft Gun following an argument over a 
lady at Makara area of Gwoza Local Government 
in Borno State. The unnamed army personnel 
killed Sergeant Rowland Taida, who was among 
the MOPOL Special Forces Team deployed to 
Gwoza last August on counter-insurgency 
operations.

1

25/2/20 Ogun Sagamu Three persons, including policemen were feared 
dead as scores of protesters looded the streets 
of Sagamu in Ogun State to register their grouse 
over the death of Kazeem Tiamiyu, a footballer, 
who was allegedly killed by officials of the Zonal 
Intervention Squad (ZIS) in the state.

3

20/03/20 Imo Owerri 
North

An unidentiied police guard attached to the 
Amakohia branch of First Bank reportedly shot 
and killed one person when he and other youths 
of the community were escorting back a corpse 
from the morgue for burial. The incident 
occurred at Amakohia community in Owerri 
North council area of Imo State

1
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22/03/20 Imo Oru A police officer identiied as inspector Kenneth 
Enamika shot dead a man and his wife before 
killing himself in Mgbidi Community in Oru LGA 
of Imo state.

3

01/04/20 Abuja N/A a video of a man allegedly killed by police officers 
in Abuja on Wednesday has emerged,

1

02/04/20 Abuja N/A There was a clash between men of the Nigerian 
police force and some airforce personnel

05/04/20 Abia Obingwa An inspector of police identiied as Stanley Azu 
serving under Azumini Police Division in Ukwa 
East LGA of Abia State killed a petrol station staff 
of Greenmac Energy Ltd, a Petroleum Station 
Company in Obingwa LGA. The victim is simply 
identiied at Chibuisi and the incident happened 
along popular New Umuahia road

1

06/04/20 Kaduna Kaduna 
South

Six youths killed in Kaduna as traders clash with 
police over lockdown in Kakuri and Trikania 
communities

1

10/04/20 Osun Ife 
South

One killed as hoodlums, police clash in Osun 1

15/04/20 Anambra Idemili 
North

Lockdown: Police kills two in Anambra 2

17/04/20 Abia Ohaia Police conirm killing of another Abia business-
man as angry youth burn station, courts in Ebem

1

17/04/20 Abuja Kubwa Policemen brutalized members of Association of 
Lawyers With Disabilities distributing palliatives in 
Abuja. The statement said the incident 
happened on April 19 at a Two-One junction, 
beside Ininix Supermarket, in the Kubwa area of 
Abuja.

20/04/20 Jigawa Ringim A 10year-old boy identiied as Usman Abdulkadir, 
was shot by a policeman enforcing the lockdown 
imposed on a market in Jigawa State,on April 
20-2020. The incident also led to pandemonium 
and protests in the Sankara community under 
Ringim LGA.

24/04/20 Rivers Obio 
Akpor

Policeman Kills Female Colleague over lockdown 
implementation

1

30/04/20 Delta Bomadi A soldier, attached to the Joint Task Force, JTF, 
Bomadi Division, was shot dead by a policeman 
attached to SARS in Delta.

1
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04/05/20 Enugu Nsukka There is tension in the Nsukka Local 
Government Area of Enugu State over the death 
of a 27-yr-old 500 level Law student of Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, Awka, Augustine Ugwu, who 
was allegedly murdered by an officer of Nigeria 
Police Force at Nsukka. The deceased was said 
to have gone to a beer parlour at Odobido in 
Nsukka council area with his friend (name with-
held) where he was trailed by a local security 
outit constituted by the chairman of the local 
government area, Patrick Omeje.

1

10/11/20 Abuja Karmo There was a violent protest in the Karmo area of 
Abuja, following the alleged killing of a business-
man, Solomon Eze, by a police officer. Scores 
of residents and hoodlums took to the streets 
setting up bonires.

1

20/05/20 Lagos Alimosho Police Inspector shoots man dead in Igando, 
arrested.

1

21/05/20 Ogun N/A Protest as police kill Ogun pregnant woman with 
torch

1

21/05/20 Anambra Enugwu 
Ugwu

A boy, a barber apprentice, an only son from 
Adagbe Avomimi village of Enugwu Ugwu was 
heading home from work yesterday around a few 
minutes past 8, and men of police force from 
Nimo unit chased him until he was knocked down 
by a moving vehicle. He was said to have died 
from his injuries.

1

25/05/20 Lagos Kosofe Reports indicated that some policeman 
trying to arrest a bus driver in Bariga for violating 
the nationwide curfew imposed by the Federal 
Government to check the spread of coronavirus, 
shot the bus driver and Tina Ezekwe standing by 
the roadside. It was learnt that Tina, an Imo State 
indigene who resided at Bariga, was rushed to a 
hospital after the incident. However, she died on 
Thursday evening.

1

26/05/20 Lagos Eti Osa Two policemen held as teenager dies from stray 
bullet injuries

1

31/05/20 Lagos Lagos 
Island

A yet- to- be named policeman on Sunday 
morning allegedly opened ire on his colleagues 
at Onikan, killing some of them. The yet- to- be 
named officer went berserk around 5am 
following a disagreement with other members of 
his team. It was gathered that the trigger- 
happy cop hijacked their operational vehicle after 
shooting them and drove straight to Akoka in 
Yaba around 5am where he attempted to access 
a compound but couldn’t.

1
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02/06/20 Adamawa Mahia A policeman reportedly shot and killed a 
20-year-old commercial motorcyclist after he 
failed to give ₦100 bribe at a checkpoint in Maiha 
town. Also gathered that the incident generated 
tension in the town after youths rose in protest 
and threatened to attack a police station.

1

08/06/20 Lagos Ikeja An operative attached to the Special Protective 
Unit (SPU) Lagos State Police command Ikeja, 
Inspector Adekunle Ilesanmi Francis was 
gruesomely macheted to death by a sergeant 
during a ight around Ikeja police barrack 
facilities.

1

13/06/20 Borno N/A A clash between soldiers and members of the 
Borno State COVID-19 Committee left one 
person dead, and many others injured, on Friday 
The COVID-19 committee members and 
policemen attached to them were enforcing the 
ban on interstate travel at one of the entrance 
gates to Borno State when some soldiers arrived 
in three gun trucks. The incident also reportedly 
left three women, one of them a pregnant 
woman and a baby with fractures.

1

08/07/20 Abia Aba A policeman killed two persons in Aba, the 
commercial nerve of Abia State. An eyewitness 
said the two were shot by a policeman who was 
invited following a confrontation between 
ofcials of the state Board of Internal Revenue 
and a man selling bread in his vehicle.

2

09/07/20 Imo Orlu A 27-yr-old man has been allegedly shot dead by 
a police inspector at Banana Junction in 
Amafeke town near Orlu in Imo State,while 
enforcing the wearing of facemask ordered by 
the State Govt. The officer was in a team of 
policemen who mounted road block in the area

1

23/07/20 Lagos Ibeju-
Lekki

Police officers engaging in extra-judicial activties 
have killed one person, leaving many others 
injured and hospitalised in Ibeju-Lekki area of 
Lagos State.

1

23/07/20 Abuja Dei-Dei There were sporadic gunshots in Dei-Dei, a 
suburb of the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
when police officers fired shots to disperse 
the FCT Mobile Court sitting to try violators of 
COVID-19 safety protocols.

28/07/20 Delta Kwale Some officers of the Nigerian Police Force, NPF, 
have allegedly assaulted one Mr Sunny Uzorga, 
a resident of Kwale in Delta State. According 
to Uzorga’s confession, some police ofcers 
stopped his vehicle while plying the Asba-Ughelli 
route on July 28, 2020, where he and a passeger 
from his vehicle were both assaulted.
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03/08/20 Delta Isoko 
North

One Dead, Many Injured As Police Open Fire On 
Youths Protesting Extortion By Police In Ozoro 
Delta State.

1

16/08/20 Rivers Port 
Harcourt

Soldiers Allegedly Torture Policeman To Death 1

26/08/20 Oyo Ibadan Police Kill Motorcycle Rider Over ₦50 Bribe 1

27/08/20 Delta Warri 
South

Two teenage girls reportedly sustained gunshot 
injuries from policemen attempting to stop a 
moving vehicle in the Edjeba community, Warri 
South council area of Delta state. The incident 
occurred on Thursday afternoon around CAC 
Junction in the community as the operatives 
made frantic eforts to stop the occupant of a 
Toyota Camry suspected to be an internet 
fraudster.

15/09/20 Osun Osogbo Hundreds of youths in Osogbo, Osun State, 
went on rampage on Tuesday following the 
death of two boys caused by police operatives. 
It was gathered that the boys were involved in an 
accident after a hot chase by some officers of 
the Special Anti-Robbery Squad. Three of them 
were said to have been rushed to the hospital 
while two others died on the spot. The youth 
made bonires and brought traffic to a standstill. 
The protesters also set ablaze a police patrol van 
belonging to the Joint Task Force at Alekuwodo 
area of the city.

2

28/09/20 Katsina Jibia A yet-to-be identiied resident of Katsina State 
was shot dead by operatives of the Nigeria Police 
Force while residents of communities under Jibia 
LGA of the state staged a protest on September 
28,2020 over the spate of insecurity in the area. 
It was gathered that the protesters had blocked 
the popular Katsina-Jibia Highway in protest to 
repeated bandits attack when the victim was 
shot dead by the police, who were drafted in to 
contain the protest.

1

01/10/20 Lagos Ikeja Operatives of the Nigeria Police Force on 
Thursday brutalised a photojournalist with The 
PUNCH, Olukayode Jaiyeola. He was attacked 
by heavily armed policemen while covering an 
October 1 protest in Lagos State. The incident 
happened in the Maryland area of the state.

03/10/20 Abuja N/A An inebriated police officer opened fire at a beer 
parlour in Abuja on Saturday, instantly killing a 
young man who had done nothing to enrage him, 
witnesses told Peoples Gazette.Samson John, a 
resident of Apo-Dutse, was already dead before 
he could get to the hospital after being shot by 
Samanja Johnson, a police inspector who visited 
the Abuja suburb Saturday morning.

1
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03/10/20 Delta Ughelli 
North

A team of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad 
(SARS) of the Nigeria Police allegedly killed a 
young man on Saturday. The incident occurred 
in front of Wetland Hotel, Ughelli in Delta State. 
The operatives allegedly shot the citizen and 
left the scene. A trending footage shows them 
speeding of in the victim’s vehicle – a white 
Lexus SUV.

1

08/10/20 Delta Ughelli 
North

ONE of the protesters involved in the End SARS 
protest in Ughelli was Thursday night conirmed 
dead following a clash with the police at the 
Otovwodo junction axis of Ughelli, Ughelli North 
local government area of Delta State. The death 
of the protester is coming on the heels of the 
death of a police corporal identiied as Corporal 
Stanly Etaga who was also killed during the clash. 
The AK47 rile and ammunition of the slain po-
liceman who until his death was attached to the 
Ughelli A‘ ’ Division police station, Ughelli, was also 
unaccounted for at the end of the melee that 
ensued.

2

08/10/20 Lagos Ikeja A young lady protesting extrajudicial activities 
by the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) has 
allegedly been shot in her mouth by an officer of 
the Lagos State Police Command.
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About SBM

SBM Intel is an Africa focused geopolitical research and strategic 
communications consulting firm focused on addressing the critical need for 
political, social, economic and market data, and big data analytics. We employ 
various methods of data collection. Our Data Collection Methodology team 
advises on data collection methods for all ONS social and business surveys. 
With clients both within the business and the wider government community, we 
aim to provide expert advice on data collection procedures and carry out 
research leading to improvements in survey quality.

Since 2013, we have provided data analytics and strategic communication 
solutions to clients across various sectors in Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory Coast, 
Kenya, South Africa, the UK, France and the United States.
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