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1    Facebook: Wannan video ne na taron jiyan da yan bindigan dajin 
2   Premium Times: Over 500 killed in Agatu “genocide” — Ex-Senate President David Mark  
3   Humangle: Arms Trafficking Contributing To Violence In Northwest, Images Reveal 

Over the past few weeks, a prominent Islamic cleric, Sheikh Ahmad Abubakar Gumi, has 
conducted a series of dialogue sessions with Fulani communities and allied militants, 
in an attempt to listen to their grievances and pave a way for the cessation of violence in 
North-West Nigeria. On 21 January, more than 500 armed men, reportedly responsible 

for terrorist attacks in Birnin Gwari, Giwa and Zaria local government areas of Kaduna state agreed to 
lay down their arms in a peace deal struck by Sheikh Gumi. Gumi held a sermon in Sabon Garin Yadi, 
a remote area in Giwa LGA. Many gathered to listen to what Sheikh Gumi had to say in an area which 
has large Fulani settlements, many of whom have been suspected to be responsible for what the 
Federal Government refers to as “banditry” in the North West and North Central geopolitical zones, a 
pastoral conflict between farmers and nomadic (mostly Fulani) herders that has led to the loss of lives 
and livelihoods on a large scale and fuelling a rapidly rising internal displacement crises. 

The cleric’s visit to Zamfara where he met officials, toured a ruga settlement under construction 
and met  with some bandits following an invitation from the state governor, Bello Matawalle, a key 
proponent of the use of dialogue and a soft approach.

The North West region which shares a border with North Central Nigeria (the food basket of the 
country) is the primary home of the Fulani, a predominantly cattle rearing people who, with the 
Hausas of Northern Nigeria, form the dominant ethnic force in the region. Over the past couple of 
years, these two geopolitical zones have witnessed heightened violence between herders seeking 
greener pastures for their cattle following the climate change induced loss of important water sources, 
and farmers across Nigeria’s lush Middle Belt region that stretches from Kwara and Kogi right across 
the country to Taraba, Gombe and Bauchi. 

The violence has led to many massacres that made 
national headlines, such as the Agatu Massacre in 
Benue in 2016 . It is also important to add that a 
key factor in the rise of the violence is that Nigeria’s 
northern borders are poorly policed, so much so 
that President Muhammadu Buhari’s attempt to 
close the national borders for a year to stem the 
flow of illegal arms from neighbouring countries 
did not yield the required results. In 2020, SBM 
did a three part video showing specific border 
entry points where arms enter the country below 
the radar, often hidden in food items (as well as 
car seats). This illegal arms trade has been helped 
in part by the deteriorating security situation in 
Libya, which plunged into a conflict over its vast 
hydrocarbon resources following the fall of long 
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time leader Muammar Gaddafi in 2011. In one of the videos posted on Twitter, one of the insurgents 
was seen armed with a Valmet M62. The Valmet M62 has no history of use  with any branch of Nigeria’s 
military or law enforcement, making its most likely source  Libya. The AK-103 is another assault rifle 
with Libyan links that has frequently appeared in images released online by security forces.

In a series of photos posted by a social media user, Yusuf Anka, one of the terrorists who met with 
the Sheikh was seen armed with an AK-47 gun purchased by Mr Gaddafi before he was ousted. Arms 
interception at various points by the Nigeria Customs Service have shown arms shipped from Libya, 
Turkey, Iran and other countries with vested interests in the Sahel. 

Although Sheikh Gumi’s approach of reaching out to Fulani communities and bandits isn’t new, his 
goal and technique of using Islamic education to discourage violence is unique and it appears that he 
is benefiting from his status as a cleric. The Sheikh has also highlighted some of the social grievances 
that have played a role in creating the crisis in some of his public statements.

“Whatever amenity you are now enjoying from the Nigerian state, be it public schools, hospitals, 
roads, electricity, and pipe-borne water, as bad as they can be in some places or most places, the 
nomadic Fulani never enjoy any of that, they are truly the marginalised Nigerians. Yet, unfortunately, 
the most maligned.” Gumi posted  on his Facebook page on 5 January.

Sheikh Gumi’s attempt to get the militias to put down their arms using the carrot approach has been 
backed by important people, especially the Christian Association of Nigeria. In a video shared by Mr 
Anka , one of the fighters named Turji, a vicious armed leader in Zamfara terrorising communities 
between Sokoto and Zamfara said he has sources in the government who have previously saved him 
from arrest. This kind of revelation is not new, 
and has the potential to deepen popular mistrust 
of the FG. In March 2018, General Theophilus 
Danjuma, a former defence minister spoke to 
a gathering of academics where he accused 
the Nigerian military of colluding with militias 
inflicting terror in these areas. The slow response 
of the Federal Government in dealing with the 
problem, as well as pronouncements  from some 
senior members of the government in support of 
the Fulani in a row between herders and some 
leaders in the South West over the past two 
weeks, have raised serious questions about the 
government’s impartiality and its commitment to 
the security of lives and properties. 

Sheikh Gumi’s move at understanding the 
grievances of the militias in an area where the 
Abubakar Shekau faction of Boko Haram boasts 
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nearly a thousand fighters and affiliate groups competing for territory with Al-Qaeda and the Islamic 
State (as warned  by the US Africa Command in September 2020) comes against the backdrop of 
a not so successful government attempt to use the Air Force to clear the insurgents from the North 
West through air campaigns. The area has large swathes of remote areas with minimal government 
presence, and attempts to retake these areas such as the Kuduru and Kwambaina forests have proven 
an uphill battle for Nigeria’s overstretched military fighting insurgent elements in two regions. 

Concerns that the Sheikh’s peace moves will not achieve much have some merit. State governors 
have launched similar peace efforts on their own in the past, with moral support from the federal 
government and the military to little effect. In 2016, the Zamfara state government led by the then 
governor Abdulaziz Yari entered into a peace deal with armed bandits operating in communities 
in the state. On Wednesday 8th March 2017, repentant armed bandits and local vigilante groups 
called “’Yansakai” in Ruwan Tofa, ‘Yar Galadima and Babban Doka in Maru Local Government Area, 
Danwaren Daji in Tsafe Local Government Area, as well as Mada in Gusau Local Government Area of 
Zamfara State, handed over large quantities of weapons to the military which included 3 AK-47 Rifles, 
1 foreign made Pistol, 1,169 Dane Guns, 323 Locally Made Pistols, 54 X Locally Made Revolvers, 102 
Locally Made Multi-Barrel Pistols and 22 X Locally Made Double Barrel Rifles . 

Similarly in August 2019, Gov. Aminu Masari of Katsina State 
directed the Secretary to the State Government (SSG) Mr 
Mustapha Inuwa, to arrange a meeting for him and security chiefs 
with suspected bandits at their hideouts for dialogue, to ensure 
peace returned to the state. The current Zamfara governor, Bello 
Matawalle has frequently entered into deals with bandits that 
broke down weeks after they had been signed. It is unclear if the 
Kaduna State government supported and received a briefing from 
Mr Gumi after his earlier visit to Fulani communities in Kaduna, 
particularly along the notorious Kaduna - Abuja highway. Unlike 
Mr Matawalle in Zamfara, Governor Nasir El-Rufai backs the use of 
a hard military approach against armed groups.
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However, part of the reason for the breakdown 
in peace deals may also be connected to failed 
promises on the part of the government. At the 
meeting with Mr Gumi, Kachalla Turji, the leader 
of a banditry group operating along the Shinkafi-
Sokoto axis, made reference to a string of broken 
promises by the government.

“Remember our negotiation with the Zamfara 
state governor”, he said. “Among the ten promises 
I had in person with the governor, how many 
were fulfilled? Just one, which is a borehole. After 
that, no other thing was done”. 

He continued: “No citizen of Shinkafi has ever 
wronged any soldier. Some people stole cows 
and I returned them, people were kidnapped and 
I released them, big phones were stolen and I 
returned them. They brought in some huge amount 
of money and I personally returned it. For the past 
five years that I have been working in Shinkafi, cows 
and soldiers have never been brought here that I 
don’t return. Why are they not seeing our efforts? 
Why is it that when we request for something, they 
do not do it for us? You see that they keep promising 
without fulfilling. Shinkafi local government 
chairman lied to us, Shinkafi Islamic clerics lied to 
us, Shinkafi youth leader lied to us, Shinkafi district 
police officer (DPO) lied to us, in fact every leader in 
Shinkafi has been lying to us”

Turji, who was reportedly trained by Buharin Daji 
and stepped into his shoes after Daji’s demise, also 
indicated that even if he were killed by security 
forces, others stood ready to take over from him. 

“Someone will rise because he is angry that I 
have been killed, and he will go ahead to do 
something that is not supposed to […] Honestly, 
I’m aware of everything they are planning, some 

people seek the grace to kill me while it will be 
a privilege for others to rise. There was even a 
time they planned with someone to lure me 
to Shinkafi to be arrested, honestly, I can even 
say his name. But even if I’m arrested, have the 
people supplying these guns been arrested?”

Despite the silence from the Federal Government 
over Mr Gumi’s recent actions, the domestic 
intelligence service is believed to have given a 
quiet “go ahead” for the mission to proceed. 

The Sheikh will face challenges in his attempt to 
pacify armed groups and end the violence because 
he lacks the powers to make or keep promises, 
agree or encourage ceasefire in exchange for a halt 
to airstrikes and other military actions or address the 
grievances mentioned as drivers of the lawlessness. 

Sheikh Gumi’s closeness to Atiku Abubakar, a key 
opposition figure, may also affect his ability to get 
the Federal Government to meet the demands 
of armed groups and Fulani communities in 
the region. Already, some people are asking 
questions about his connection with the bandits.

 4      Facebook: NOMADIC FULANI: THE DEMONIZATION OF HAS... - Dr. Ahmad Abubakar Mahmud Gumi 
  5    Yusuf Anka on Twitter: “Turji, one Vicious armed leader in Zamfara terrorizing the communities between Zamfara and  

   Sokoto said he has sources in Government who have once saved him from arrest.… https://t.co/dtcClqrWMU” 
   6   Sun News: Fulani quit notice: Yoruba elders blast Presidency, back Akeredolu 
   7   Guardian Nigeria: Army says it is taking warning of ISIS, al-Qaeda presence in West Africa seriously 
   8   SBM Intelligence: The failure of peace deals in Nigeria 
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It is not by our power, but by Allah’s power. 
Because of the way we were being oppressed, 
remember our negotiation with the Zamfara 
state governor, among the ten promises 
I obtained from my audience with the 
governor, how many were fulfilled? 
Just one, which is a borehole, and after that, no 
other thing was done. 

How many people have been kidnapped in 
Shinkai L.G.A? 
Just one person. 

How many of our people are in prison? 
We received a letter from the President and the 
governor agreed to what the President said, and 
we are still in talks with the President. 

We had an agreement with the Muslim leaders, 
they are seeing the gifts of this land as their own. 

Now a plane just passed and we don’t trust 
the plane. Whenever an army plane passes we 
assume they want to kill us. Our children run 
away and jump over fences whenever a plane 
passes by.

We, the people of Shinkafi used to live in peace. 

No citizen of Shinkafi has ever wronged any 
soldier, some people stole cows and I returned 
them, people were kidnapped and I released 
them, phones were stolen and I returned them. 
They brought in some huge amount of money 
and I personally returned it. 

For the past five years that I have been 
working in Shinkafi, cows and soldiers have 
never been brought here that I did not return. 
Why are they not seeing our efforts? 

Why is it that when we request something 
they don’t do it for us? 

You see that they keep promising without 
fulfilling. Shinkafi local government chairman 
lied to us, Shinkafi Islamic clerics lied to us, 
Shinkafi youth leader lied to us, Shinkafi district 
police officer (DPO) lied to us. In fact every leader 
in Shinkafi has been lying to us.

1: TRANSLATION OF STATEMENT IN 
VIDEO MADE DURING SHEIKH GUMI’S 
VISIT TO SHINKAFI, ZAMFARA STATE.

APPENDICES
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Someone will rise because he is angry that I’ve been killed, and he will go ahead to do something 
that he is not supposed [to do]. 

That has happened [before]. They plotted to kill Buhari [Daji] in order for peace to reign. 

We are all aware that it was here that they gathered our brothers, took them to different places 
and finally killed them. He listened to this person’s advice, from there they left and we did the 
same so what’s the point? 

The future leaders of this place have been killed. Look at these children that I’m with. Tomorrow 
they will all be on different sides, as they all want to prove themselves. It is a promise that they 
will avenge what was done to them. 

Honestly, I’m aware of everything they are planning, some people seek the grace to kill me 
while it will be a privilege for others to rise. There was even a time they planned with someone 
to lure me to Shinkafi to be arrested. Honestly, I can even say his name. 

But even if I’m arrested, have the people supplying these guns been arrested? 

How many people have been arrested so far? 

Honestly, I don’t even know what to say about 
all the people bringing in these guns. Even 
if they come together to point out all the big 
workers and decide to kill him, Allah will still 
bring out someone like him tomorrow. Me, I 
can’t be killed easily.

2.       TRANSLATION OF STATEMENT MADE IN VIDEO POSTED 
 ON TWITTER BY YUSUF ANKA

APPENDICES
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AbOut SbM

SBM Intel is an Africa focused geopolitical research and strategic communications 
consulting firm focused on addressing the critical need for political, social, 
economic and market data, and big data analytics. We employ various methods of 
data collection. Our Data Collection Methodology team advises on data collection 
methods for all ONS social and business surveys. With clients both within the 
business and the wider government community, we aim to provide expert advice 
on data collection procedures and carry out research leading to improvements in 
survey quality.

Since 2013, we have provided data analytics and strategic communication solutions 
to clients across various sectors in Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, South 
Africa, the UK, France and the United States. 
 


