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The data contained in this report is only up-to-date as of Sunday, 
14 March 2021. Some of it is subject to change during the natural 
course of events. SB Morgen cannot accept liability in respect of any 
errors or omissions that may follow such events that may invalidate 
data contained herein.

Our researchers employed desk research to collate the available 
data. Our publicly released reports are formatted for easy and quick 
reading, and may not necessarily contain all the data that SB Morgen 
gathered during a given survey. Complete datasets can be made 
available on request.

Sbmintel.com

info@sbmintel.com

@sbmintelligence

Facebook.com/sbmintel
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The last four years has done a lot to shatter the perception of the United 
States as a stable and reliable global power on the world stage. From 
President Trump’s constant attacks on North Atlantic partners and the 
EU, growing hostility to China, exits from the World Health Organisation 

and UN Human Rights Council, Paris Climate Accords and the Iran nuclear deal, 
to obstructionism over the selection of a new WTO Director-General, the Trump 
administration has been the most disruptive influence to America’s global standing 
in decades.

In terms of tone, the Biden administration has sought to reverse that influence. 
It has rejoined the WHO and the Paris Climate Accords, and the new President 
proclaimed, at the Munich Security Conference, that ‘America is Back’. However, 
that is much easier said than done. The administration faces an uphill battle to 
match its words with actions. As it stands, Biden has not really reversed some of 
Trump’s signature policies, such as his hostility towards China, the Iran nuclear 
deal, and Cuba. Basically, in broad terms, we are still in an as-you-were situation.

On some level, this is understandable. The first items on Biden’s agenda were all 
related to domestic policies; arresting out of control COVID-19 deaths by ramping 
up vaccine distribution, getting relief to Americans hard hit by the pandemic, 
enabling an economic rebound, reversing many of Trump’s executive orders and 
staffing his administration. On the other hand, America’s historical global partners 
are beginning to forge other alliances, and it is not clear how fast this can be 
reversed, especially as some of Biden’s own domestic policies are in opposition to 
the multilateralism that was in place prior to 2017.

This document will take a whistle-stop tour across the world, 
examining the issues and obstacles on the path to America’s 
return to the global stage, and what it might take for them to be 
seen as a reliable global partner once again.
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The US and the globe 
With Biden at the helm of leadership of the US, former US allies are looking 
at working with a familiar face and we are likely to see a more stable and 
policy-driven diplomatic relations with the rest of the world. Even though 
Biden, in his first fifty days in office has reversed some of Trump foreign 
policies, a lot is left to be desired. What this means is that the reliability of 
America is still questionable, even as they struggle to contain China, Russia 
and North Korea.

As the world moves its attention toward ensuring the availability and 
delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine, America has failed to take the lead in 
this area. Even though the country has administered out over a 100 million 
COVID-19 vaccine doses with an impressive feat of vaccinating over 2 million 
people per day, it has focused more on saving its vaccines for Americans, 
while China, Russia and India have shown tremendous leadership in trying 
to share vaccine stocks with poor and vulnerable countries. 

With the recently released independent report by 50 global experts in 
international law into allegations of genocide in Xianjiang against the 
Uyghur people, the previous US administration under Trump declared on 
19 January that the Chinese government was actively committing acts of 
genocide, violating the UN Genocide Convention. It is yet to be seen if the 
Biden administration will toe the line of defending human rights violations 
and place more sanctions on Beijing. 

The US and the Global Economy 
China is poised to displace the US as the largest economy in 
the world by 2028, it is clear that both countries consider 
each other as strategic competition. Recall that the Trump 
administration had accused China of currency manipulation, 
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after The People’s Bank of China allowed the Yuan to fall to its lowest in over 
a decade just days after the Trump administration announced a 10% tariff 
on an additional $300 billion worth of in Chinese imports.

With a protracted trade war with China, it is likely that the Biden 
administration will seek ways to curb Beijing’s  growing economic 
influence. To this end, we do not think much will change from the previous 
administration. However, this holds a lot of implications for US -  China 
relations and by extension Russia and Iran. 

The US has an unfair advantage when it imposes economic sanctions on 
other countries. This is because the messaging network used by banks and 
other financial institutions to quickly access, retrieve and securely send 
information or money to each other, Swift, is linked to the US financial 
system.

Standing for the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication, the Swift network is made up of about 11,000 
members who chime in on each other over 30 million times a day and carry 
out more than 40% of global financial transactions on its platforms, which 
are denominated in the US dollars. A bulk of these transactions are often 
cleared through banks under the US jurisdiction. This then makes it easier 
for economic sanctions imposed by the US to be more poignant. 

In 2015, China sought to overcome this US influence on the global financial 
system by launching a Yuan-denominated clearing and settlement system, 
the CIPS; standing for Cross-border Interbank Payment System. However, 

the Yuan is not strong enough to compete with the USD on 
this front. However, the CIPS currently has about 980 financial 
institutions on its platform and processes an estimated $19.4 
billion a day, which is less than $6 trillion a day carried out on 
the Swift platforms. 
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With alternative plans to Swift in the works, by India, Russia and China 
and with decentralised banking gaining stem, clearly proven now by the 
blockchain technology-powered Bitcoin now having a market capitalisation 
exceeding $1.7 trillion, we think that the world is likely to move from the 
Swift financial system within the next decade as alternatives far from 
US control will be developed. We are likely to see the same thing play out 
following the success of Starlink, SpaceX’s low latency, broadband internet 
system. 

In addition, the US was late to the WTO party, following the Trump 
administration’s preference for bilateral negotiations over multilateral 
negotiations and effectively crippling the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
appellate body on grounds that it overstepped its bounds. This meant 
that the US delayed the confirmation of the first African and first woman 
Director General of the WTO, Dr Ngozi Okonjo Iweala. Although this was 
later addressed, as it was among the top foreign policy actions of the Biden 
administration, ending the deadlock to Dr Iweala’s appointment. 

Climate change and 
environmental policies
It was a good feeling for climate activists to have a believer in climate 
change lead the White House, as one of Biden’s top priority upon assuming 
office as President of the United States of America was to rejoin the Paris 
Climate Agreement. Recall that the US under President Trump had pulled 

out of the accord. The Paris Agreement, as it is fondly called, 
is a legally binding international treaty on climate change 
under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) and came into force in November of 2016. 
The ultimate goal of the Paris Agreement is to ensure that the 
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global average temperature stays below 2 °C (3.6 °F) when compared to pre-
industrial levels.

Among the 196 states to sign the agreement, the U.S. is the second-largest 
emitter of CO2, with an estimated 5.41 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions in 2018, according to reports. Hence, its presence as an active 
member of the agreement, commitment and position as a global leader 
is unequivocally cardinal for two reasons. First, to serve as a motivation 
for other members. Second, to serve as a check to China, the world’s top 
producer of carbon pollution, which has continuously made vague pledges 
to reach a net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2060. 

Military support and security
In his first foreign policy speech since becoming President, Biden called for 
an end to the war in Yemen, putting him on a collision course with Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates--two of America’s foremost allies in 
the Middle East. What his speech on the Yemen conflict means is that the 
US will stop supporting offensive operations, including the sale of precision-
guided munitions to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This 
will not affect operations against al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. The 
Biden administration had already put a temporary halt on arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE. This is a marked, radical departure from the previous 
two administrations who have rebuffed calls to seize arms shipments to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The decision on Yemen is the most profound departure from previous 
foreign policy approaches as promised by Candidate Biden. The 
new administration has continued airstrikes on Iranian backed 
factions in the Middle East. On 25 February, Biden ordered 
a retaliatory airstrike on militias  in Syria linked to Iranian 
regime.A rocket attack on Feb. 15 on the airport in Erbil, in 
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northern Iraq, killed a Filipino contractor with the American-led military 
coalition and wounded six others, including a Louisiana National Guard 
soldier and four American contractors. This is reminiscent of the American 
airstrike that killed Iranian General, Qassem Soleimani of the Al Quds Force 
in Iraq in January 2020. 

Elsewhere in the  Asia Pacific, which looks likely to be Biden’s key focus, the 
Trump administration’s attempt to get allies to increase defence spending 
and pay more for American security yielded its first major result this week 
when the South Korean ministry of defence announced on Monday, 8th 
March that the US and South Korea have reached agreement in principle 
on a new arrangement for sharing the cost of the American military 
presence, which is intended as a bulwark against the threat of North Korean 
aggression. The U.S. keeps about 28,000 troops in South Korea to help 
deter potential aggression from North Korea. America’s allies had resented 
Trump’s approach to burden sharing on security matters but the Korean 
example is an indication that although America First as a policy may be over 
in words, in application, the last of it is yet to be heard.

Perhaps in the most glaring example that the new sheriff is in town to 
continue in his predecessor’s path, new secretary of state, Antony Blinken 
told members of the US Senate on 21 January that Biden would continue with 
the Trump administration’s policy on Venezuela, by recognizing opposition 
leader Juan Guaido  as the South American country’s legitimate president, 
and increase targeted sanctions to oust the government of Nicolas Maduro. 
This would serve to bring the US in a clash of interest with Mexico, and Cuba 
where Biden would like to continue the Obama administration’s policy of 

rapprochement, as well as key rivals such as China, Iran and 
Russia, as well as Turkey.
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US relations with Africa
Of great interest to us is the US relations with Africa under the current 
administration. When compared with the Trump administration, the 
Biden presidency has signalled a new tone on US-Africa relations. Already, 
the Biden administration has reversed Trump’s travel ban, which affected 
seven African countries: Chad, Eritrea, Libya, Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan  and 
Tanzania. 

In the February African Union 2021 Summit, which was held virtually, 
President Biden shared a message demonstrating America’s commitment to 
work with the continent’s leaders. In his address, Mr Biden said “The United 
States stands ready now to be your partner in solidarity, support and mutual 
respect…”. 

It is obvious that the Biden administration understands the strategic role 
it can play in relation to Africa in terms of trade, investment, counter-
terroism, peace and security. Mr Biden noted that the US is committed to 
“...investing in our democratic institutions and promoting the human rights 
of all people, women and girls, LGBTQ individuals, people with disabilities, 
and people of every ethnic background, religion and heritage”.

With a possible increased participation to champion the protection of 
human rights, SBM foresees the Biden administration facing stiff resistance 
if it is perceived to clandestinely impose issues of LGBTQIA+ on the 
continent, since a large number of the countries in Africa lean more toward 
conservatism. 

An important development in the U.S.-Africa relation is a clear 
shift from bilateralism to multilateralism. On 21 January, the 
same day the U.S. rejoined the World Health Organisation, the 
Biden administration joined COVAX, the global body designed 
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to ensure that lower-income countries access the coronavirus vaccine. This 
follows the December approval of $4 billion funding for Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, one of the co-leaders of COVAX by the U.S. Congress. 

We expect that the U.S. would reassess its military presence on the continent 
through the United States Africa Command (Africom). Even with a base 
camp for air forces and other personnel in Niger’s Air Base 201 in Agadez, 
Niger, multiple violent extremist groups still exist in West Africa, including 
Boko Haram and al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. According to AFRICOM 
commander, Gen. Stephen Townsend, violent extremist activities in West 
Africa had increased 250% since 2018. We suggest a demilitarised US 
security cooperation with countries in the region as a military actions have 
not shown to be very effective to alleviating extremism and terrorism. 
Perhaps more attention and support should be given for economic and 
political development.  
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ABOUT SBM

SBM Intel is an Africa focused geopolitical research and strategic communications 
consulting firm focused on addressing the critical need for political, social, 
economic and market data, and big data analytics. We employ various methods of 
data collection. Our Data Collection Methodology team advises on data collection 
methods for all ONS social and business surveys. With clients both within the 
business and the wider government community, we aim to provide expert advice 
on data collection procedures and carry out research leading to improvements in 
survey quality.

Since 2013, we have provided data analytics and strategic communication solutions 
to clients across various sectors in Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, South 
Africa, the UK, France and the United States. 


