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DISCLAIMER

The data contained in this report is only up-to-date as of 
Sunday, 11 April 2021. Some of it is subject to change during the 
natural course of events. SB Morgen Intelligence cannot accept 
liability in respect to any errors or omissions that may follow 
such events that may invalidate data contained herein.

Our researchers employed desk research to collate the available 
data. Our publicly released reports are formatted for easy and 
quick reading, and may not necessarily contain all the data that 
SB Morgen gathered during a given survey. Complete datasets 
can be made available on request.
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As at the time of this report, there are still 13 presidential and legislative 
elections to be held on the continent in 2021. Of particular interest at the 
moment are the presidential elections in Benin and Chad, partly because of 
their implications for Nigeria and the West Africa region. For Chad, the results 
of its presidential election would have an influence on the fight against radical 
Islamic insurgency in the Sahel, and for Benin, trade with Nigeria. 

Nine countries, Burkina Faso, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, 
Ghana, Guinea, Tanzania, Togo and Uganda, re-elected their 
incumbent Presidents. Four others saw the election of new 
presidents, with Malawi, Niger and Seychelles electing opposition 
candidates to the office of president. Burundi elected a new 
president under the ruling party, following the death of its 
former president, Pierre Nkurunziza. 

Elections in Africa have often been marred by violence, 
malpractice and fraud. However, the story seems to be changing. 

CHAD
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Since February 2020 to the time of this report, there have been 18 national 
elections (presidential and legislative) across Africa and there will be another 11 
before the end of 2021. Election observers generally lauded the conduct of some 
elections on the continent; however, some others were met with violence. 

In Guinea, the aftermath of the controversial presidential election was greeted 
with violent clashes, resulting in the death of at least 30 people. The Ghananian 
presidential election also witnessed some level of violence. The Ghana Police 
Service noted about 60 incidents and a few casualties. 

Uganda was not left out of the mix. During the build-up to its presidential 
election, the country saw some of the worst election violence of 2021. Human 
right groups accused the Yoweri Museveni led government of rights abuses 
and voter intimidation. Cases of arrests, killings and beatings of protesters, 
opposition members and journalists  by security forces abound. In a rally on 18 
and 19 of November 2020, security forces clamped down on protesters, resulting 
in the death of at least 54 persons and the arrest of opposition leader, Robert 
Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, fondly called Bobi Wine. 

National Elections in Africa (April - December 2021)

Country Type of Election Date
Djibouti Presidential April 9
Benin Presidential April 11
Chad Presidential April 11
Cabo Verde Parliamentary April 18

Somaliland Parliamentary May 31
Ethiopia Parliamentary June 5
The Gambia Referendum June 5
São Tomé and Príncipe Presidential July (Date not 

Confirmed)
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Zambia Presidential and 
Legislative

August 12

Cabo Verde Presidential October 17
Chad Parliamentary October 24
Morocco Parliamentary October  (Date not 

confirmed)
The Gambia Presidential December 4
Libya Presidential and 

Parliamentary
December 24

Off to the polls

Chad: Chad borders Nigeria to the southwest along the Lake Chad basin and 
is one of the countries in the Sahel currently battling a territorial and security 
threat posed by Islamic extremist groups. A lot is riding on this election, 
including the country’s economy, which has been hard hit by the Coronavirus 
and climate change along the Chad basin. 

For its 2021 presidential election, President Idris Deby is aiming for a sixth 
term as Chad’s president, having taken power in 1990 after a coup. He has also 
needed French help to hold on to that power, having survived at least two coup 
attempts. 

The contestants: Deby’s opponents include Albert Pahimi 
Padacke, a former prime minister, and Felix Nialbe 
Romadoumngar -- officially “leader of the opposition” as his 
Union for Renewal and Democracy party has eight seats in the 
National Assembly.
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Marshal Idriss Déby Itno                    Albert Pahimi Padacke                          Felix Nialbe Romadoumngar

Lydie Beassemda, a former agriculture minister, is the first woman to run for 
president in Chad’s history. She is pitching her campaign on federalism, in a 
country where ethnic rivalry is common, and on women’s rights, in a culture 
where patriarchal domination is entrenched.

In the wake of the election, tensions rose following the deadly shoot-
out at opposition candidate Yaya Dillo’s house. Mr Dillo claimed that the 
government-backed raid resulted in the death of his mother, son and three of 
his relatives. Whatever the true state of affairs, we reckon that the situation is 
unlikely to tilt the election results as we still expect President Idriss 
Déby Itno to retain his seat. 

It is clear, however, that the raid on Mr Dillo has been construed by 
many as an attempt to interfere with the electioneering process and 
a government-backed intimidation strategy. On the heels of the news 
of the deadly shoot-out, the main opposition figure, Saleh Kebzabo, 
has withdrawn from the race, citing the attack on Mr Dillo. Seven 
other candidates were rejected by the Supreme Court and three 
withdrew, including Mr Kebzabo.

In addition, fears of insecurity in the north are going to play a 
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big role in electoral participation. The 11 April elections will, in all likelihood, 
be a formality for Mr Déby and he will continue in office. Chad is only likely 
to get rid of him in one of three ways: a voluntary resignation, a popular 
uprising (like we saw in Burkina Faso), or (more likely) death. It is unlikely a 
coup against him will be successful considering the iron grip he maintains 
over the military and a popularity surge born on the back of his efforts in 
countering the Boko Haram insurgency. 

Chad’s insecurity and its implications for the region. 

The incumbent, Idris Deby, runs on the platform of taking the fight to Boko 
Haram when he personally deployed to the country’s theatre of operation 
and led a mission in January 2020 that led to the killing of about a thousand 
fighters from the Islamist sect. However, the victory was short-lived when 
about 92 commissioned and non commissioned officers were slaughtered in 
Boma just three months later.

Although President Deby  claimed In January of that year to have pushed 
the jihadists out and would thus not be involved in operations outside the 
country’s borders, attacks have continued sporadically, with at least ten 
soldiers killed by the Insurgents on 20th October 2020.

Chad’s security situation is made worse by the ongoing instability in Libya. 
The current contest between rival groups supported by external 
actors have made it a fertile ground for various terrorist groups 
to thrive in the absence of governing structures. Many of them are 
funded by human trafficking in from Nigeria and other coastal West 
African countries. Also, weapons from looted government caches are 
also moved to the Sahara Desert to the many conflicts in West and 
Central Africa through Niger.

While the Chadian military and security services can mount 
successful campaigns to defeat ISWAP, JAS and other groups 
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in the field, the state will continue to remain beholden to events in Nigeria. The 
historical and structural weaknesses of Chad as a state means that it has little to 
no influence in the Libyan situation. While President Deby can ensure no viable 
challenge to his rule, he is less able to protect the population against non-state 
actors preying on decades of neglect and inadequate governance structures.

Violent events linked to Islamist groups in Chad, 2019-2020

Image source: Africa Center for Strategic Studies

If he wins--which is likely to be the case- -
cooperation under Multinational Joint Task Force against Boko Haram 
would remain sporadic and irregular, in line with the current lethargy 
from member states arising from perceived Nigerian unwillingness to 
see the insurgency out to a successful conclusion 
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Benin: Patrice Talon, the Cotton King of Nigeria’s neighbour to the west, 
became president in 2016, taking over from Boni Yayi who had led the 
country from 2006. He defeated Lionel Zinsou in a runoff, securing 65% of 
the vote. Mr Talon was one of the major funders of Boni Yayi’s successful 
campaigns.

The contestants: This time around, Mr Talon faces Alassane Soumanou, 
who was a minister under Boni Yayi, and Corentin Kohoue, a veteran 
politician. These are much less frightening opponents, whose 
emergence was largely due to Mr Talon’s own design. Lionel Zinsou, 
who placed second in 2016, was barred from contesting for alleged 
violations of campaign law. The second runner-up, Sébastien Ajavon, 
is in exile in France after he was sentenced to 20 years in jail for 
drug trafficking offences. Mr Talon’s reforms to the electoral code 
brought out protests by the opposition, leading to the arrest of 
Reckya Madougou, one of  his strongest remaining challengers, on 
allegations of plotting to assassinate other political figures.

BENIN
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Patrice Talon             Corentin Kohoue                            Alassane Soumanou

The odds of Mr Talon losing are practically nil, and his reforms to the electoral 
code are the key reason why. Benin Republic is a country that has taken Mao’s 
exhortation to ‘let a thousand flowers blossom’ literally, with up to 200 political 
parties in a country of only 12 million people. 

Since Mr Talon took power, there has been a huge hike in the fees required to 
contest for political office, and parties with less than 10% of the national vote 
are also barred from entering parliament. Mr Talon and his supporters contend 
that these measures are necessary to streamline the country’s democratic 
practice, but all his opponents see are obstacles being put in the path of 
anyone who would go against the president.

The greatest obstacle of all is the regulation that presidential 
candidates should be sponsored by at least 10 percent of the total 
number of mayors and members of parliament. These positions were 
filled in the 2019 and 2020 elections in which almost no opposition 
parties took part, due to regulations restricting participation only to 
parties with more than 10% of the vote.

It is an ingenious way of narrowing down the options, while 
maintaining the veneer of democracy. In theory, the new regulations 
could bar anyone from running against Talon, but instead the 
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sponsorship system can also ensure that only weak candidates run, further 
cementing the possibility of victory.

Benin’s economy and security: Implications for the region. 

Benin Republic has hitherto been known as a stable democracy, but these 
actions by Mr Talon are a sure way to generate unrest to Nigeria’s west, an area 
which is currently its only relatively peaceful border, due to the movement of 
people and goods. Benin relies largely on trade, and any disruption of that trade 
due to internal unrest could plunge the country into crisis.

Nigeria-Benin trade in USD. Source: Comtrade/Trading Economics

The key security implication for Benin’s election is in violence during 
the polls. The country has about 11 million people and rests on the 
western border of Nigeria. Prolonged post election instability would 
mean a creeping refugee crisis into Nigeria through the latter’s South 
West zone, which would be an irony when one considers the fact that 
the pastoral conflict between nomadic herders and farmers in the 
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South west of Nigeria has led to the influx of refugees into Benin Republic, via 
the Seme Border, Nigeria’s most important economic border region.

Benin is a member of the G5 Sahel Group set up in France to tackle rising 
insecurity in the region, but has been spared the same fate as Niger, Burkina 
Faso and others who have had deadly attacks from deadly Islamist militias with 
links to international terror networks.

This invariably gives Benin ample time to consolidate itself as a trade stop 
for other West Africans exporting to Nigeria. Nigeria has an interest in Benin’s 
security and stability as it cannot afford a refugee problem on its western 
border as it already deals with one to its east, with refugees fleeing the crisis 
in southern Cameroon fleeing in droves to Cross River state. Benin’s status as a 
member of the G5 means that the threat of Jihadist elements taking advantage 
of the country’s instability to gain inroads through the country’s North is never 
far away. 

A political stalemate is Nigeria’s cue to mediate within the framework of the 
Economic Community of West African States.

The regression of democracy in Africa.

With the exception of monarchies in the Kingdom of Morocco 
(constitutional), the Kingdom of Eswatini (Absolute) and the Kingdom 
of Lesotho (constitutional), many African countries subscribe to 
democracy as their system of government with term limits. 

Two countries favour a four year term for the office of the president, 
these are Nigeria and Ghana; 37 countries have five year terms; four 
countries have six year terms; and six countries have a seven year 
term. Even with these term limits, we have continued to see abuse of 
power by incumbents, who amend the constitutional provisions to 
allow them to extend the number of times they can run for office.
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To maintain a grip on political power, some African leaders have continued 
to employ tactics to suppress voting and intimidate opposition parties. For 
instance, in the just concluded presidential election in Burkina Faso, about a 
third of the population were disenfranchised due to insecurity. President Roch 
Marc Christian Kaboré’s opponent raised concerns over the validity of the 
electioneering process, which was later dismissed by the electoral commission. 

Ghana’s democracy, which for many years has been the envy of sub-Saharan 
Africa, met a rocky turn during its presidential and parliamentary elections.  
Even though the elections were generally praised by international observers, the 
opposition party, National Democratic Congress (NDC), raised doubts about the 
conduct of the elections and promised not to concede defeat. 

Uganda’s strong man, President Yoweri Museveni, won his reelection bid over his 
main rival, Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, better known as Bobi Wine, giving him 
a sixth term in office. Uganda’s elections were marred by violence, allegations 
of voter fraud and clamping of opposition leaders, protesters and an internet 
shutdown. Local civil society groups and foreign governments questioned 
the credibility and transparency of the elections after scores of requests for 
accreditation to monitor the election were denied. 

After the elections, opposition leader, Bobi Wine, vowed to challenge the 
outcome of the election. Following this statement, Bobi Wine was 
placed under house arrest, with security forces preventing his 
family from going out to fetch food. Reporters, guests and even US 
Ambassador to Uganda, Natalie E. Brown, who had made attempts to 
visit Wine in his residence, were all prevented from accessing Wine and 
his family.

In Côte d’Ivoire, following the death of its former Prime Minister, 
Amadou Gon Coulibaly, who was billed to be the next president after 
President Alassane Ouattara’s decision to step aside, the country 
was put in a brief constitutional and political quagmire. The main 
opposition party, Parti Démocratique de Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) also known 
as Democratic Party of Côte d’Ivoire, accused the governing party, 
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Rally of Houphouetists for Democracy and Peace (RHDP) of using the machinery 
of government for intimidation and harassment designed to stifle dissent and 
political participation from the opposition.

Mr Coulibaly’s death created a space for a new party candidate, an opportunity 
Mr Ouattara took. Following his decision to run for another term, after deciding 
to step aside, in September 2020, Cote d’Ivoire’s top court cleared the path for Mr 
Ouattara to seek a contentious third term, as protests turned violent in several 
cities. 

The Constitutional Council also barred former President Laurent Gbagbo and 
former rebel leader-turned-prime minister, Guillaume Soro from participating 
in the presidential election. It cleared only four of the 44 candidates for the 
presidential election. Following what was considered an obvious ploy to re-elect 
the incumbent president, the main opposition candidates, Pascal Affi N’Guessan 
and Henri Konan Bédié urged their supporters not to vote in the election. 

What these incidents demonstrate, we believe, is a slow regression of the 
democratic process on the continent, such that even more stable democracies, 
like Ghana, are still greeted with pockets of violence. It is our hope that the 
elections in Benin and Chad would not take this turn. 

Conclusion
Benin and Chad are at different points on the march to authoritarianism. 
Idriss Deby begins his fourth decade as Chad’s president with an apparently 
undiminished appetite for continued power. Despite various crackdowns on 
dissent, there is little international pressure for him to allow greater democratic 
competition. The preference for stability by foreign powers, led by France, usually 
takes precedence over democratic principles, especially with a raging insurgency 
in the Sahel to worry about. The effects of a post-Gaddafi Libya are still very 
much with us. There is little appetite to remove a strongman who is helping to 
keep a lid on a full blown security crisis in a vast, ungoverned part of the world.

Nigeria’s so-called ‘37th state’ could be on the verge of a Deby-lite autocracy of 
its own. Patrice Talon has already turned a pledge to serve only one term into 
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a certain re-election. Main opposition leaders are either in jail or in exile, the 
parliament is full of his supporters, and the constitutional court is led by his 
former personal lawyer. If he decides to run again in 2026, there appears little - 
except mass protest - to stop him, especially given the barriers to political entry 
that are already in place.

The result will be a shrinking democratic space that actually makes societies 
more fragile.
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ABOUT SBM

SBM Intel is an Africa focused geopolitical research and strategic 
communications consulting firm focused on addressing the critical need 
for political, social, economic and market data, and big data analytics. 
We employ various methods of data collection. Our Data Collection 
Methodology team advises on data collection methods for all ONS social 
and business surveys. With clients both within the business and the wider 
government community, we aim to provide expert advice on data collection 
procedures and carry out research leading to improvements in survey 
quality.

Since 2013, we have provided data analytics and strategic communication 
solutions to clients across various sectors in Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, South Africa, the UK, France and the United States.


