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The data contained in this report is only up-to-date as of
Friday, 10 December 2021. Some of them are subject to
change during the natural course of events. SB Morgen
cannot accept liability in respect of any errors or omissions
that may follow such events that may invalidate data contained herein.
Our researchers employed methods such as one-on-one
interviews, desk research and polling to collate the available data. Our editors sifted through the data and prepared the report, using various proprietary tools to factcheck and copy edit the information gathered.

E

merging from the dark depths of shutdowns, lay-offs,
lock-downs and isolation in 2020, 2021 was supposed to
be the year of hope - of some kind. It did its best iteration, with some uncomfortable caveats. While the uptick in

vaccination across the world helped forge a path back to global
growth, the spatial concentration of jabs distributions eerily mirrored the sharp contours of geopolitics and geoeconomics. How
global powers of all shapes and sizes managed the transition to
a post-COVID-19 paradigm revealed important clues about the
state of the world and emerging dynamics.
Nigeria’s economy, like most economies around the world, saw

Our publicly released reports are formatted for easy and
quick reading, and may not necessarily contain all the data
that SB Morgen gathered during a given survey. Complete
datasets can be made available on request.

some recovery from pandemic induced (and policy enabled)

All forecasts were built using data from a variety of sources. A baseline of accurate and comprehensive historic data
is collected from respondents and publicly-available information, including from regulators, trade associations,
research partners, newspapers and government agencies.

reinvigorated insurgency in the North-East and low-level armed

shocks. But it was insufficient to assure price stability, support
wage growth, enhance food security, make a significant dent in
unemployment or reverse rising poverty. Coupled with rising security threats in every region - gang attacks in the Northwest, a
confrontations in the South-East being the prominent cause of
at least 9,500 Nigerian deaths this year - and political instability, 2021 represented another lost opportunity for policymakers
to make needed headway in confronting the country’s growing
social and economic challenges.
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Developments on the continent left a lot to be desired. Coups

ing home-grown solutions or risk being a geopolitical dumping

took centre stage in every region save for the south. Less than two

ground for fancy initiatives.

years into the third decade of the 21st Century, there have been
seven coups already. In the 2000s, there were 13. Disaffected el-

Coming back home, 2022 is officially not an election year but the

ements in politically stressed countries - from palace overthrows

political elite’s favourite rat race will mean that electoral calcula-

in Guinea, Mali and Sudan to democratic erosion in Ethiopia and

tions, permutations and projections will dominate the airwaves and

Tunisia - are increasingly choosing a discredited tool of political

commentariat. Historically low voter turnout, however, in key local

change. Rebellion in the Horn of Africa, sectarian violence in Cen-

council elections across the election and the only off-cycle state

tral Africa, insurgency in southern Africa, bomb attacks in East

vote in 2021 - Anambra - show the electorate is not as psyched

Africa and Islamic State’s strategic inroads everywhere (it now

up. Africa’s largest democracy is head deep in a crisis of legitimacy

claims at least three “provinces”) mean leaders across the conti-

and if history is any guide, popular disaffection is a precursor to the

nent will be forced to contend with the middling economic returns

erosion of democracy itself. 2022 will be a seminal year in showing

that have accompanied decades of democratic governance.

if Nigeria can maintain this two decade-plus democratic run.

The defining issue of the human race over the rest of the cen-

2021 held the promise of jump-starting a transition from a time

tury will be the climate crisis and Africa is squarely in the firing

when the world literally stood still but ultimately delivered little

line. Save for island countries around the world, the conti-

more than a faint kick. Will 2022 pick up the gauntlet? It’s any-

nent will be the most impacted. Erratic weather patterns, cli-

one’s guess.

mate-change-enhanced “La Niña” and inadequate mitigation measures have led to debilitating locust infestations, crop
failures, droughts and supercharged resource competition.
COP26 failed to meet most of its lofty aims (although it laid
the outlines of a carbon market) and with the return of renewed
big power competition, Africans must seize the gun in evolv-

Ikemesit Effiong
Head of Research
SBM Intelligence
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Politics &
Foreign Affairs
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The year 2021 was declared1 by the United Nations as the International Year of Peace and Trust. While this was the case in some
countries, many other countries experienced anything but peace

Smoothing Rough
Edges: Global
Happenings in 2021

and trust in 2021.

Saudi Arabia and Qatar reopen border2:
After a three and a half year stand-off and
freeze on international relations between
both countries, the two oil rich countries
agree to reopen airspace, land and
maritime borders in early February.
Saudi shut its side of Qatar’s only
land border in June 2017 as part of

While 2020 was the year when a decade happened, 2021 has
been the year when the world began to get back on its feet and
find a new direction within the emerging realities that COVID-19
thrust on it. In the second year of the world living with COVID-19,
humans have shown remarkable resilience in adapting to new
realities. By all accounts, however, it has been a tough year
wiggling out of the rubble of economic dips, job losses, political
instabilities, successful elections, coups and counter coups. In
this report, we discuss a few of these events of international significance, covering a range of issues from the economy, politics,

a package of sanctions it said was a
response to Doha’s backing radical
Islamist groups and closeness to Iran.
Qatar always denied the charges. Saudi
Arabia, along with the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt, all of which also imposed embargoes on travel and trade on the tiny Gulf state, had agreed
to lift the restrictions at a Gulf Cooperation Council summit,
following mediation led by Kuwait and a change in diplomatic posture from the United States and Western powers.

security, and natural disasters.

International Years | United Nations
Saudi Arabia and Qatar will reopen airspace and maritime borders - CNN
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Biden takes office: On 20 January 2021
President Joseph Robinette Biden Jr was sworn in as
the 46th president of the United States of America.
The world watched a historic and suspense-filled US
election. The election tested the strength of America’s
democracy amid fears of post election violence and
tribunals. Nevertheless, Joseph Robinette Biden Jr was
elected and sworn as the 46th President of the United
States of America.

A global season of coup d’états with Africa
unfortunately taking the lead
Myanmar: Myanmar’s military seized power3 by declaring a state of emergency under the country’s
2008 constitution. This came after it had challenged the results of parliamentary elections in
November 2020 which was mostly won by the
National League for Democracy (NLD) led by
long-time leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. As the
head of the NLD, Mrs Suu Kyi had been leading the

The WTO gets a new Director-General:
The World Trade Organisation (WTO) appointed
Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala as its first woman and first
African director general on 15 February. Mrs Okonjo-Iweala took the helm after the Joe Biden administration endorsed her. The Trump team had backed an
alternative candidate, South Korean trade minister,
Yoo Myung-hee, leading to deadlock over the appointment. But Yoo pulled out of the WTO’s leadership race
on 5 February – a decision which, she said, was made
in “close consultation” with the United States. The
Biden administration backing enabled the
WTO general council to secure consensus
needed for Okonjo-Iweala’s appointment.

country since 2015
when the country transitioned to
democracy after being in power for
22 years with the military holding
25% of seats in the parliament. The
coup took place a day before the
parliament was expected to sit to endorse the results of the elections and
approve the next government. The
military detained Mrs Suu Kyi, President U Win Myint and other cabinet
members while it confined the rest
of the elected parliamentarians to
house arrest. It later put Mrs Suu Kyi
and Mr Win Myint on trial for illegal
possession of walkie-talkies and

Myanmar coup: What is happening and why? - BBC
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contravening a natural disaster management law by interacting
with a crowd during the coronavirus pandemic. Since then, other
charges have been added including incitement against the
junta, violating the country’s Official Secrets Act, corruption and
electoral fraud. Mrs Suu Kyi was sentenced to four years in jail in
early December.
The people of Myanmar reacted to the coup by going on general
strike and staging numerous protests across the country, especially in the capital Naypyidaw and other major cities such as
Yangon. In response, the new military government revoked the
licenses of critical media outlets, restricted the use of social media and launched a brutal crackdown that killed at least 1200
protesters in six weeks, as well as detaining and torturing thousands more. Although the coup attracted international condemnation from the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan, New
Zealand and a host of other western nations, the military junta
has enjoyed support from China and Russia who have both
vetoed a United Nations Security Council resolution condemning
the coup. This is due to the business relationships both countries
have with Myanmar: Chinese foreign direct investment in Myanmar totalled $19 billion in 2019. Moreover, China and Russia are
the main suppliers of weapons to the Myanmar military.

Mali: West African leaders decided at an extraordinary summit in late May to suspend Mali4 from
the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) bodies after a second coup in nine
months by the poor Sahel country’s military,
but stopped short of reimposing sanctions. The
putsch had sparked warnings of fresh sanctions
and deep concerns over stability in the volatile Sahel
region. Ten regional heads of state and three foreign
ministers attended the summit in the Ghanaian capital Accra,
with former Nigerian President, Goodluck Jonathan, serving as mediator
in the crisis. “The suspension from ECOWAS takes immediate effect until
the deadline of the end of February 2022 when they are supposed to hand
over to a democratically elected government,” Ghana’s foreign minister,
Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey said after the meeting.
The final declaration called for the immediate appointment of a new
civilian prime minister and the formation of an “inclusive” government.
French President Emmanuel Macron warned that France will pull its troops
out of Mali if it lurches towards radical Islamism following the second
coup. France has around 5,100 troops in the region under its so-called
Barkhane operation which spans five countries in the Sahel — Burkina
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger. The mission, headquartered in
Chad, was launched after France intervened to fend off a jihadist advance in Mali in 2013. The French president said he told West African
leaders that they could not back a country “where there is no longer democratic legitimacy or transition.”

International Years | United Nations
Saudi Arabia and Qatar will reopen airspace and maritime borders - CNN
3
Myanmar coup: What is happening and why? - BBC
1

2

West African bloc suspends Mali over coup, but no new sanctions - Reuters
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and was re-elected in 2015. But last year, Mr Conde pushed
Guinea: Guinea’s President Alpha Condé
was detained by an elite military unit
in September in an apparent coup.
Putschists vowed to hold talks on
forming a new government. The special forces, led by Lieutenant Colonel
Mamady Doumbouya5, drew international condemnation, especially from rom
the United States, European Union, African Union and the West
African bloc ECOWAS, with all calling for Mr Conde’s release.
The shock move came amid increasing criticism of the 83-yearold Mr Conde for perceived authoritarianism, with dozens of
opposition activists arrested after a violently disputed election
last year. The military called on the justice ministry to do what it
can to release “political detainees” as soon as possible. Guinea’s leading opposition coalition FNDC — many of whose members were arrested under Mr Conde — said its activists had been
expected to be released. The military junta released 79 opposition figures within a week of taking over. Mr Doumbouya also
repeated a pledge, first made after the putsch, to hold talks on
forming a new government in the troubled country.
Public discontent in Guinea had been brewing for months over
a flatlining Covid-hit economy and the leadership of Mr Conde,

through a new constitution that allowed him to run for a third
term in October 2020. The move sparked mass demonstrations
in which dozens of protesters were killed. Mr Conde won the October election but the political opposition maintained the poll was
a sham. Mr Doumbouya, hours after taking power, appeared on
television and accused the government of “endemic corruption”
and of “trampling on citizens’ rights”. Mr Conde was released in
late November. Mr Doumbouya has also sought to reassure the
business community, alarmed over the potential for disruptions
in commodity supply chains. Mining is the economic backbone of
Guinea, one of the world’s poorest countries despite its abundant
mineral resources such as bauxite, iron ore, gold and diamonds.
Guinea will continue to uphold “all its undertakings and mining
agreements,” Mr Doumbouya said.
Sudan: Sudan’s military seized power6
from a transitional government in late
October and soldiers killed at least
three people and wounded 80 as street
protests broke out against the coup.
The leader of the takeover, General
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, dissolved the
military-civilian Sovereign Council that had
been set up to guide the country to democracy following
the overthrow of long-ruling autocrat Omar al-Bashir in

who became the first democratically elected president in 2010
5
Guinean transitional president MamadyDoumbouya: 'We want to give power back to
Guineans' - The Interview - France 24

Seven killed, 140 hurt in protests against Sudan military coup - Reuters
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a popular uprising two years ago. Mr Burhan announced a state

of the economic crisis. For many weeks, huge crowds of people

of emergency, saying the armed forces needed to protect safe-

marched in several parts of the Sudanese capital and other cities

ty and security. He promised to hold elections in July 2023 and

in demonstrations against the prospect of military rule, as the

hand them over to an elected civilian government then. “What

crisis in the country’s troubled transition from authoritarian rule

the country is going through now is a real threat and danger to

deepened. Further protests by thousands of Sudanese citizens de-

the dreams of the youth and the hopes of the nation,” he said.

manding more democracy and a civilian government in the coun-

Youths opposed to the coup barricaded streets as clashes broke

try with 44 million inhabitants deepened the political crisis, and

out with troops. The Central Committee of Sudanese Doctors

compelled the military to reinstate the prime minister less than a

said three people had died of wounds after being shot by sol-

month after his ouster. Mr Hamdok signed7 an agreement for a

diers and at least 80 people had been injured. Prime Minister

new transitional government with military ruler, Mr al-Burhan.

Abdalla Hamdok was detained and taken to an undisclosed
location after refusing to issue a statement in support of the
takeover, the information ministry said.

China’s five-year plans: China used its
annual National Peoples’ Congress,

The ministry, still loyal to Mr Hamdok, urged resistance and said

its legislative assembly that meets

tens of thousands of people opposed to the takeover had taken

for roughly two weeks yearly to vote

to the streets and had faced gunfire near the military head-

on important pieces of legislation, to

quarters in Khartoum. The main opposition Forces of Freedom

unveil8 its new five-year development

and Change alliance called for civil disobedience and protests

plan for the world’s second largest econ-

across the country. Two main political parties, the Umma and

omy. A key part of the plan includes a goal of

the Sudanese Congress, condemned what they called a coup

6% economic growth for 2021, slightly below the 8% predicted by

and campaign of arrests. Mr Hamdok, an economist and former

numerous economists and a goal that should be easy to meet as

senior U.N. official, was appointed as a technocratic prime min-

the country rebounded from the effect of COVID-19 last year. De-

ister in 2019 but struggled to sustain the transition amid

spite recording a growth of only 2.3%9 in 2020, it still performed

splits between the military and civilians and the pressures

better than any other major economy in the world. The plan also

Sudan’s Hamdok reinstated as PM after political agreement signed - Al Jazeera
China’s Five-Year Plan: Ambitious aims meet tricky trade-offs - Rabobank
9
China's economy grows 18.3% in post-Covid comeback - BBC.
7
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outlined a long-term strategy to reduce China’s dependence
on foreign energy, technology and markets. It has declared
tech development as a matter of national security and not just
economic development as it was in the previous plan. As such,
it has pledged to increase spending on research and development by 7% annually, even higher than the increase in military
spending which is 6.8% annually. These two parts of the plan
are likely to bring it to clash with the United States and raise the
possibility of a new Cold War between the two world powers.
Already, there have been some sabre-rattling10 between China
and the United States with regards to Taiwan and China’s growing influence in South-East Asia.

Elections season:
Germany votes for a new Chancellor: Social
Democrat Olaf Scholz announced11 a deal to
form a new governing coalition in Germany
in late November that will help to modernise Europe’s largest economy, accelerate
the green transition and bring the curtain
down on the Angela Merkel era. The alliance,
the first at federal level between the ideologically
disparate Greens, the libertarian Free Democrats (FDP) and Mr
Scholz’s centre-left SPD, ended 16 years of Merkel-led conservative governments. The three parties enjoy a majority in the lower
house of parliament. The government was sworn in early in December after they ratified the 177-page coalition pact.

Moreover, China needs to accelerate its development of technology such as high-end semiconductors, operating systems,
computer processors, cloud computing and artificial intelligence. Another key part of the plan is China’s intention to tighten its control over Hong Kong and weaken opposition that has
been fighting Beijing in order to retain their democratic system.
Beijing may vet candidates for various levels of elective offices
in Hong Kong to to ensure that only candidates that align with
its interest are allowed to stand for elections.

10

Taiwan accuses China of 'sabre rattling' as naval drill begins - BBC

Named after the parties’ respective colours, the traffic light alliance will usher in a new era of relations with Europe, and plans to
speed up digitalisation of the continent’s biggest economy while
maintaining fiscal discipline. The new government faces immediate challenges, with Europe grappling with the fallout from Brexit,
a crisis on the European Union’s border with Belarus and surging COVID-19 cases. Mr Scholz, 63, an experienced politician
who was finance minister in the outgoing “grand coalition”
of the SPD and conservatives, said that fighting the COVID-19
pandemic would be his top priority. But his coalition also has

German parties agree coalition deal to make Olaf Scholz chancellor - The Guardian

11

18

19

Smoothing Rough Edges:
Global Happenings in 2021

Smoothing Rough Edges:
Global Happenings in 2021

T H E Y E AR AH E AD 20 2 2: W IGGL IN G OUT OF T HE RUBBL E

T HE Y EA R A HEA D 2 02 2 : W I GGL I N G OUT OF T HE RUB BL E

ambitious medium and long-term plans, including a faster expansion of renewables, an accelerated exit from polluting coal
and a hike in the minimum wage, according to its pact. Greens
co-leader Annalena Baerbock, 40, is now Germany’s first female foreign minister in Mr Scholz’s gender-equal government.
The coalition also agreed Germany would remain part of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation’s (NATO) nuclear sharing
agreement, a move that will prevent a rift in the Western military alliance at a time of rising tensions with Russia.

Uganda’s General Elections: Uganda’s

electoral commission said final counts showed Mr Museveni won
5.85 million votes or 58.6%, while Wine had 3.48 million votes
(34.8%). The campaign was marked by an internet shutdown
and a deadly crackdown by security forces on Wine, other opposition candidates and their supporters. In the run-up Bobi Wine to
the vote, local civil society groups and foreign governments questioned its credibility and transparency after scores of requests
for accreditation to monitor the election were denied. An African
election monitoring group and the US complained of election
irregularities.

Israeli general elections: Benjamin
Netanyahu’s record 12-year run as

President Yoweri Museveni scored a

Israel’s prime minister ended in

decisive election victory to win a sixth

June13 with the Knesset approving

term12 , according to the country’s

a new “government of change” led

election commission but his main ri-

by nationalist Naftali Bennett, an

val, Robert Kyagulanyi Sentamu, better
known as Bobi Wine denounced the results
as fraudulent and urged citizens to reject them. The 76-yearold Mr Museveni, in power since 1986 and one of Africa’s longest-serving leaders, dismissed the allegations of fraud. The

improbable scenario few Israelis once
could have imagined. The razor-thin 60-59
vote of confidence in a coalition of left-wing, centrist, right-wing
and Arab parties with little in common except a desire to unseat
Mr Netanyahu only underscored its likely fragility. In Tel Aviv,
thousands turned out to welcome the result, after four inconclusive
elections in two years.

12
Ugandan President YoweriMuseveni wins sixth term as rival Bobi Wine alleges
fraud - ABC

Netanyahu out, Bennett in as Israel marks end of an era - Reuters
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Under the coalition deal, Bennett, a 49-year-old Orthodox Jew

and Africa’s second biggest copper producer. Investors keenly

and high-tech millionaire, will be replaced as prime minister

watched the election in a country which saw the continent’s first

in 2023 by centrist Yair Lapid, 57, a popular former television

pandemic-era sovereign default in November 2020. Mr Lungu

host. With his far-right Yamina party winning only six of parlia-

labelled the vote “not free and fair” after incidents of violence

ment’s 120 seats in the last election, Bennett’s ascension to the

against ruling Patriotic Front party agents in three provinces. Of-

premiership was a political jaw-dropper. Bennett once served

ficials from Mr Hichilema’s United Party for National Development

as Netanyahu’s chief of staff and had a rocky relationship with

(UPND) party dismissed Mr Lungu’s statement as that of people

him as defence minister. Although they are both right-wingers,

“trying to throw out the entire election just to cling on to their

Bennett spurned Netanyahu’s call after the March 23 election to

jobs.” Mr Hichilema lost narrowly in the 2016 presidential election

join him in coalition. Netanyahu - widely known as ‘Bibi’ - was

to Mr Lungu, 64, who was seeking a second five-year term. The

Israel’s longest-serving leader, serving as prime minister since

COVID-19 pandemic, significant youth unemployment, falling

2009 after a first term from 1996 to 1999.

copper prices from Zambia’s mainstay export commodity and
unsustainable fiscal policies had led to growing public discontent
with Mr Lungu.

Zambian elections: Opposition leader,
Hakainde Hichilema, defeated14 incumbent Edgar Lungu in a closely fought

Italy’s ambassador to the Democratic

presidential election, avoiding a

Republic of Congo was killed15 during

run-off by scoring 2,810,777 votes to

a fact-finding mission to the coun-

Lungu’s 1,814,201 votes, out of 7 mil-

try’s troubled east in late February.

lion registered voters. The election was
marred by sporadic violence. Mr Hichilema,

Bloody diplomacy:

a former CEO at an accounting firm before

The envoy, Luca Attanasio, “died of his
wounds” after a convoy of the UN’s World
Food Programme (WFP) came under fire near

entering politics, would face a daunting task turning around

Goma. Two other people also died in the attack, Major Guillaume

the economic fortunes of one of the world’s poorest countries

Djike, the army’s spokesman in North Kivu province said without

Zambia election: HakaindeHichilema beats President Edgar Lungu - BBC

14

Italy's ambassador to DR Congo killed in attack on UN convoy - Africa News
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identifying the casualties. North Kivu governor, Carly Nzanzu,

transitional military council with his son in charge. A two-week

told the media the seven-member convoy was not escorted

national mourning period was declared amid a dusk-to-dawn

by any security forces when the incident happened. The WFP

curfew. All the land and air borders in the country were also shut.

said the ambush occurred on a road that had previously been

The military council said the transitional period would last for 18

cleared for travel without security escorts. Italian foreign min-

months while the cabinet and the parliament would be dissolved.

ister, Luigi Di Maio, expressed his “great dismay and immense

“The transitional military council ensures national independence,

sorrow” over the attack and left a meeting in Brussels with

territorial integrity, unity, respect for international agreements and

European Union counterparts to make an early return to Rome.

treaties, and also ensures a transition within 18 months,” the coun-

Mr Nzanzu said local security forces had not been informed of

cil said in a statement, published on the presidential website. Like

the delegation’s presence in the area. He also said Mr Attana-

his father, the younger Mr Déby has also been involved in the fight

sio was hit by bullets fired by the attackers during an exchange

against rebel forces and Boko Haram insurgents.

of fire between the rebels and Virunga park rangers supported
by the DRC’s armed forces who were alerted to the attack. The
DRC’s army said troops were searching the area in the Virunga
National Park for the assailants.

The death of Idriss Deby:
Mahamat Deby Itno, son of the late
President Idriss Déby Itno, was named
the new leader of Chad in early August.
The 37-year-old army general was
appointed to lead a military council set
up after his father was killed16 by rebel
forces. The late Chadian president, fresh
from securing a sixth successive term in office, was confirmed
dead in early August following injuries sustained in a fight with
the rebels. Shortly after his death, the army established a

16

Chad's President IdrissDéby dies after clashes with rebels - BBC
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There has been a prolonged battle in the African country between government forces and the rebel Front for Change and Concord in Chad (FACT). The
unrest had escalated as anti-government fighters approached N’Djamena,
the capital city. During Mr Déby’s three decades in office, 17 Prime Ministers
served under him before he dispensed with the office altogether. Mr Déby was
a key ally for Nigeria in its fight against Boko Haram. The Multinational Joint

Task Force (MNJTF) operation which was supposed to include cooperation with
Niger, Cameroon and Chad, ended up being a largely Nigerian operation with
input from only the Chadian army. ITo its north, it acted as an effective buffer
against Libya against whom Chad has fought several conflicts; Darfur in Sudan
which directly impacted his ethnic Zaghawa people and the sectarian crisis
in the Central African Republic. This, in part, was what made him a favoured
clearing-house on a regional security strategy for foreign power interests, particularly France and the U.S.
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Japan – and its allies will use the B3W initiative to mobilise private-sector capital in areas such as climate, health and health security, digital
technology, and gender equity and equality, the White House added.
It was not immediately clear how exactly the plan would work or how
much capital it would ultimately allocate. China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) scheme, which Xi launched in 2013, involves development and
investment initiatives that would stretch from Asia to Europe and beyond.
More than 100 countries have signed agreements with China to cooperate in BRI projects like railways, ports, highways and other infrastructure.
Critics say Xi’s plan to create a modern version of the ancient Silk Road
trade route to link China with Asia, Europe and beyond is a vehicle for
the expansion of Communist China. Beijing says such doubts betray the
“imperial hangover” of many Western powers that humiliated China for
centuries.

G7 Summit:

World leaders met17 at the 47th G7 summit, hosted by the United Kingdom in June, with topics of discussion including the COVID-19 pandemic,
climate change, and the corporate taxation of multinationals. The Group
of Seven (G7) richest democracies sought to counter China’s growing
influence by offering developing nations an infrastructure plan that could
rival President Xi Jinping’s multi-trillion-dollar Belt and Road initiative.
The G7 has been searching for a coherent response to the growing assertiveness of Xi after China’s surging economic and military power rose over
the past 40 years. U.S. President, Joe Biden, and other G7 leaders hope
their plan, known as the Build Back Better World (B3W) initiative18, will
provide a transparent infrastructure partnership to help narrow the $40
trillion needed by developing nations by 2035, the White House said.
The G7 – the United States, Canada, Britain, Germany, Italy, France and
2021 G7 Summit – UK Presidency - G7
President Biden and G7 Leaders Launch Build Back Better World (B3W) Partnership
- The White House
17

18

	The Assassin’s creed:

The shock assassination19 of Haitian President Jovenel Moïse in July, who governed
for more than four years amid increasing
political instability and surging gang violence, rocked the Caribbean country and drew
condemnation around the world. Mr Moise, 53,
was killed in the early hours of 7 July at his private home in the
capital, Port-au-Prince, in what Prime Minister Claude Joseph said was
“a highly coordinated attack by a highly trained and heavily armed
group”. First Lady Martine Moïse was injured in the attack and hospitalised. Mr Moïse’s time in office was marked by numerous controver-

19

Turkey detains man sought in Haiti president's murder - TRT World

26

27

Smoothing Rough Edges:
Global Happenings in 2021

Smoothing Rough Edges:
Global Happenings in 2021

T H E Y E AR AH E AD 20 2 2: W IGGL IN G OUT OF T HE RUBBL E

T HE Y EA R A HEA D 2 02 2 : W I GGL I N G OUT OF T HE RUB BL E

sies, including the disputed length of his presidential term, a contentious plan to hold a constitutional referendum later this year, as well as
accusations that his government was “complicit” in gang violence. The
president was a virtually unknown to the general public before he won a
first round of Haitian elections in October 2015. But the vote was marred
by widespread voter fraud and a presidential run-off was pushed back
several times. A vote was held again in November 2016 and Mr Moïse
won 55.6 percent support amid 18.1 percent voter turnout – about
591,000 votes out of a possible 6.1 million. He officially took office on 7
February 2017. He was hand-picked by former President Michel Martelly
in 2015 as the PHTK candidate to succeed him. A person of “great interest” in the investigation into the murder of Haitian President Jovenel
Moïse was arrested20 in Turkey. The businessman, Samir Handal, was

detained at Istanbul airport, while he was in transit from the US to Jordan. He is alleged to have links to Christian Emmanuel Sanon, a Haitian
doctor who was arrested in July in connection with Mr Moïse’s murder. In
total, more than 40 suspects have been detained.

Tunisia in the news:

Tunisian President Kais Saied named a geologist
with little government experience as the country’s
first woman prime minister21 in early October
amid a crisis following his seizure of powers and
with public finances close to breaking point. He
asked Najla Bouden Romdhane, a little-known professor of geophysics who implemented World Bank projects
at the education ministry, to form a government as quickly

Turkey detains man sought in Haiti president's murder - TRT World
Tunisian leader names new PM with little experience at crisis moment - Reuters

20
21

as possible. The move prompted a surge in Tunisian bond prices.
Elected in 2019, Mr Saied has been under domestic and international pressure to name a government after he dismissed Hicham
Mechichi as prime minister, suspended parliament and assumed
executive authority in July in moves his foes call a coup. Earlier that
month, he suspended most of the constitution, saying he could
rule by decree during an “exceptional” period with no set ending,
calling into question democratic gains after Tunisia’s 2011 revolution that triggered the Arab Spring protests. Speaking in an online
video, Mr Saied said Ms Bouden’s appointment honoured Tunisian
women and asked her to propose a cabinet quickly “because we
have lost a lot of time”. The new government should confront corruption and respond to the demands and dignity of Tunisians in all
fields, including health, transport and education, he added. Women have only rarely held senior political roles in Arab countries. Mr
Saied also appointed a woman22, Nadia Akacha, as chief of staff,
his closest and most powerful aide. Ms Bouden is likely to have less
direct power than previous prime ministers under the 2014 constitution after Mr Saied said during the emergency period the government would be responsible to the president.
Tunisia faces a looming crisis in public finances after years of economic stagnation were aggravated by the coronavirus pandemic
and political infighting. There was no direct reaction from the labour
union or political parties to Ms Bouden’s appointment. However, the
biggest party in the elected parliament, the moderate Islamist Ennahda, urged its leader the parliament speaker Rached Ghannouchi
to resume the assembly’s work in defiance of Mr Saied.

KaïsSaïed's chief of staff Nadia Akacha sways foreign affairs pick - Africa Intelligence
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brought severe destructive weather to the southeastern United
States, including several tornadoes. By 14 July, the death toll had
risen to at least 237, including 223 people in the United States
and 14 people in Mexico. The storm is estimated to have cost over
$196.5 billion (2021 USD) in damages, including at least $195

Disasters,
Climate &
the Environment

billion in the United States and over $1.5 billion in Mexico, making it the costliest winter storm on record, as well as the costliest
natural disaster recorded in the United States.

Western North America heat wave and wildfire:
Over 130 wildfires, fuelled by lightning strikes, burned through Western Canada24 following a record-breaking heatwave in North America that resulted in over 600 deaths. To the south, nearly 100 significant wildfires burned across more than a dozen western US states
that have been reeling from historic drought,

Winter is here:
A major winter and ice storm rolled across the United States,
Northern Mexico, and parts of Canada from 13 to 17 February23
causing widespread transport disruption, property damage,
power outages and death. The storm started out in the Pacific
Northwest and quickly moved across continental North America.
The storm resulted in over 170 million Americans being placed
under various winter weather alerts and caused blackouts for
over 9.9 million people in the U.S. and Mexico, most notably
in Texas. The blackouts were the largest in the U.S. since the
North-East blackout of 2003. The storm contributed to a severe
cold wave that affected most of North America. The storm also

Valentine's Week Winter Outbreak 2021: Snow, Ice, & Record Cold - The Weather
Channel

23

record temperatures and dry weather that
left trees, brush and grasslands as
flammable as tinder. The US Forest
Service said in mid-August that
it was operating in crisis mode,
with more than double the number of firefighters deployed than
at the same time a year ago.
More than 25,000 firefighters,
support personnel and management teams were assigned to US
blazes.

US heatwave: Wildfires rage in western states as temperatures soar - BBC
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Droughts in East Africa:

international parties signed the Paris climate agreement, an international treaty on climate change. It calls for international co-

Similar to 2016, Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia experienced
droughts that endangered up to 10 million people this year .

operation to limit global temperatures to below 2 degrees Celsius

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) was concerned that

above pre-industrial levels, requiring countries to set their own

multiple seasons of drought plus ongoing conflict will likely

national determined contributions (NDCs) to reduce greenhouse

result in extreme hunger in the coming months, similar to the

gas emissions.

25

drought of 2016. The weather cycle responsible for these episodes is a climate-change-enhanced La Niña, driven by the

The Ever Given:

cooling of ocean temperatures in the eastern Pacific sea, caus-

The Ever Given, one of the world’s largest container ships, was

ing dry spells in eastern Africa. A devastating drought is likely

released in July27 to leave the Suez Canal 106 days after becom-

to happen again in 2022. Forecasts showed sea surface

ing wedged across a southern section of the Suez Canal for nearly

temperature conditions identical to 2020 conditions which

a week and disrupting global trade. The development came after

fuelled similar drought-like conditions. Kenya has already

its Japanese owner, Shoei Kisen Kaisha Ltd, reached a settlement

declared a drought emergency.

with canal authorities over a compensation amount following
weeks of negotiations and a court stand-off. Officials did not

Paris Climate Agreement:

reveal details on the terms of the settlement. At first, the Suez

The United States officially rejoined the Paris Agree-

Canal Authority demanded $916 million in compensation, which

ment26 , 107 days after leaving. In 2019, former President

was later lowered to $550 million. In addition to the money, local

Donald Trump’s administration announced that it would

reports said the canal would also receive a tugboat. The money,

withdraw the United States from the climate agreement that

according to canal authorities, would cover the salvage oper-

was supported by nearly every country in the world, a decision

ation, costs of stalled canal traffic, and lost transit fees for the

that went into effect on 4 November 2020. Current president

six days the Ever Given blocked the crucial waterway. The Pana-

Joe Biden heavily criticised this decision while campaigning for

ma-flagged vessel was on its way to the Dutch port of Rotterdam

president and pledged to issue an executive order on his first

on March 23 when it slammed into the bank of a single-lane

day in office to reverse the withdrawal. After a 30-day notice

stretch of the canal about 6km (3.7 miles) north of the southern

period, US started participating in the international pact to re-

entrance, near the city of Suez. Its bow had touched the eastern

duce global greenhouse gas emissions. In 2015, nearly 200

wall of the canal, while its stern looked lodged against the western

Droughts in East Africa: Causes, impacts and resilience - Science Direct
The United States Officially Rejoins the Paris Agreement - United States Department of State
25

26

Ever Given container ship leaves Suez Canal 106 days after getting stuck - Reuters
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wall – an extraordinary event that experts said they had never

event occurs once every 400 years but with climate change, similar

heard of happening in the canal’s 150-year history. A massive

flood events are set to occur more frequently within Western Europe.

salvage effort by a flotilla of tugboats helped by the tides freed
the skyscraper-sized vessel six days later, ending the crisis, and

COP26:

allowing hundreds of waiting ships to pass through the canal.

U.N. climate talks ended in November29 with a deal that, for the

The blockage of the Suez Canal forced some ships at the time to

first time, targeted fossil fuels as the key driver of global warm-

take the long alternate route around the Cape of Good Hope at

ing, even as coal-reliant countries lobbied last-minute objections.

Africa’s southern tip, requiring additional fuel and other costs.

While the agreement won applause for keeping alive the hope

Hundreds of other ships waited in place for the blockage to end.

of capping global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius, many of the
nearly 200 national delegations wished they had come away with

European floods:

more. “If it’s a good negotiation, all the parties are uncomfort-

Heavy rain caused flooding28 in the border region of Germany

able,” U.S. climate envoy John Kerry said in the final meeting to

and Belgium, resulting in 229 deaths, including 184 in Germany,

approve the Glasgow Climate Pact. “And this has been, I think, a

42 in Belgium with 1 person still missing there, and 2 in Roma-

good negotiation.” The two-week conference in Scotland deliv-

nia. From the 12th to the 15th of July, heavy rainfall associated

ered a major win in resolving the rules around carbon markets,

with cut-off low-pressure system “Bernd” led to severe flooding

but it did little to assuage vulnerable countries’ concerns about

particularly in the German states of North Rhine-Westphalia and

long-promised climate financing from rich nations. The British

Rhineland-Palatinate, as well as in Luxembourg, and along the

COP26 president, Alok Sharma, was visibly emotional before

River Meuse and some of its tributaries in Belgium and the Neth-

banging down his gavel to signal there were no vetoes to the pact,

erlands, cutting off entire communities from power and com-

after the talks had extended overtime – and overnight. There

munications. At the Ahr River, the flood was estimated to be a

was last-minute drama as India, backed by China and other

500 year event or rarer according to preliminary data. The worst

coal-dependent developing nations, rejected a clause calling for

affected areas were around the rivers Ahr, Erft and Meuse. The

the “phase out” of coal-fired power. After a huddle between the

event is attributed to a slowed jet-stream influenced by climate

envoys from China, India, the United States and European Union,

change. A preliminary analysis by scientists estimate such an

the clause was hurriedly amended to ask countries to “phase

Germany-Belgium floods: Death toll rises to more than 160 as water recedes Euronews

28

29
COP26 closes with ‘compromise’ deal on climate, but it’s not enough, says UN chief
- UN News
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down” their coal use. India’s environment and climate minister,
Bhupender Yadav, said the revision reflected the “national circumstances of emerging economies.” The single-word change
was met with dismay by both rich countries in Europe and small
island nations along with others still developing. “We believe we
have been side-lined in a non-transparent and non-inclusive
process,” Mexico’s envoy Camila Isabel Zepeda Lizama said.
“We all have remaining concerns but were told we could not
reopen the text … while others can still ask to water down their
promises.” But Mexico and others said they would let the revised
agreement stand.

Healthcare
Malaria vaccine:
The World Health Organisation (WHO) said in October that the
only approved vaccine against malaria should be widely given to
African children30, potentially marking a major advance against
a disease that kills hundreds of thousands of people annually. The
WHO recommendation is for RTS,S – or Mosquirix – a vaccine
developed by British drug maker GlaxoSmithKline. Since 2019, 2.3
million doses of Mosquirix have been administered31 to infants
in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi in a large-scale pilot programme
coordinated by the WHO. The majority of those whom the disease
kills are aged under five. That programme followed a decade of

WHO recommends groundbreaking malaria vaccine for children at risk - WHO
WHO backs rollout of world's first malaria vaccine for children in Africa - France 24
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clinical trials in seven African countries. “This is a vaccine developed in Africa by African scientists and we’re very proud,”
said WHO director-general, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
“This vaccine is a gift to the world but its value will be felt most

the fight against malaria had stalled. But it said in 2021 that using the
vaccine as an additional tool against the disease could save tens of
thousands of lives each year.

in Africa.” Malaria is deadlier than COVID-19 in Africa. It killed
601,920 Africans in 2020, according to a WHO estimate, compared with 221,870 confirmed deaths from COVID-19 since that
pandemic started. The WHO says 95% of malaria cases, and
96% of deaths occur in Africa32, a continent of 1.3 billion people. The preventable disease is caused by parasites transmitted
to people by the bites of infected mosquitoes; symptoms include
fever, vomiting and fatigue. The Mosquirix recommendation was
jointly announced in Geneva by the WHO’s top advisory bodies
for malaria and immunisation, the Malaria Policy Advisory Group
and the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunisation. The
vaccine’s effectiveness at preventing severe cases of malaria in
children is only around 30%, but it is the only approved vaccine.
The European Union’s drugs regulator approved it in 2015, saying
its benefits outweighed the risks. In late 2015, the WHO expert
panels called for a pilot programme in three to five African countries to inform a future decision about the widespread use of the
vaccine. On 6 October, nearly six years later and two years after
the start of the pilots, the WHO panels recommended the vaccine
be rolled out for children across African countries where malaria
is endemic, alongside the other authorised means of preventing
malaria such as bednets and spraying. In 2019, the WHO said

New HIV jabs taken two months apart hailed as huge step forward - The Guardian
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Advances in HIV Treatment:
From the trials for mRNA based vaccines for HIV, to development of antiretroviral injections33 that need to be taken only once every two months, the
horizon for HIV to become preventable and easier to manage continued to
be closer. In November, a team of researchers at Japan’s National Institute
of Biomedical Innovation, Health and Nutrition claimed that they successfully eliminated the HIV virus in monkeys by inoculating a new vaccine and
then injecting a processed HIV virus in the monkey. The researchers have
said that they hope to begin clinical trials on humans within a period of five
years. The US-based National Institutes of Health is conducting research
to deliver an HIV preventive vaccine and two vaccine trials called Mosaico
and Imbokodo will be conducted in clinical research sites in North America,
South America and among HIV negative women of sub-Saharan Africa.
Draft guidance from the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
(Nice) recommends offering the antiretroviral drugs Cabotegravir and
Rilpivirine in England and Wales after trials proved they work as effectively
as daily tablets. The Scottish Medicines Consortium has also approved the
injections for adults living with HIV in Scotland. Although HIV, which attacks
the immune system, is still incurable, researchers found that patients who
had the new treatment could reach a point where the virus particles in their
blood (the viral load) were so low those particles could not be detected or

33
COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) Johns Hopkins University
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transmitted between people. Since the year 1987, more than 30 HIV candidate vaccines have been tested in countries such as the United Kingdom,
China, Brazil, Thailand, Cuba. The results of these vaccine trials have led to
information that can aid in making better vaccines.

tected 61 COVID-19 cases among people who flew in from South
Africa. The discovery of Omicron, dubbed a “variant of concern”
by the World Health Organisation, sparked worries that it could
resist vaccines and prolong the nearly two-year COVID pandemic.
Emerging reports from American CDC, the WHO and others sug-

COVID-19:

gest Omicron is ‘mostly mild’37. Countries have imposed a wave
of travel bans or curbs on southern Africa. In the most far-reaching effort to keep the variant at bay, Israel announced it would
ban the entry of all foreigners and reintroduce counterterrorism
phone-tracking technology to contain the spread of the variant.
As of 1 November, the total doses given was 7.13 billion and the
number of fully vaccinated persons globally sits at 3.07 billion.

As of December 9, 2020, the global death toll from COVID-19 was
5,278,777 and total confirmed cases exceeded 267,222,780 worldwide34. By February, the global vaccine roll out hit a milestone with
vaccinations administered worldwide exceeding 100 million. Also this
year, the US became the first country to surpass 500,000 deaths35.
A new variant, Omicron, fuelled new coronavirus cases around the
world, with cases reported in Australia36, and more countries trying to
seal themselves off by imposing travel restrictions. First announced
by South African scientists in late November, Omicron has since been
recorded in Belgium, Botswana, Germany, Hong Kong, Israel, Italy,
and the United Kingdom. Dutch health authorities say they have de-

US Reaches 500,000 Covid Deaths - New York Times
Map of Omicron Cases in the World: Variant in Australia, UK, Canada, Japan Bloomberg
36
Biden defends Afghanistan pullout amid airport chaos - Al Jazeera
34
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Stemming the Insurrection in Mozambique's Cabo Delgado - Relief Web
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Western missions and the largest airlift of civilians, mission and military personnel since the end of the Vietnam War from Kabul’s airport.
In a stunning rout, the Taliban captured 26 of Afghanistan’s 34 provincial capitals in an eight-day advance in August, despite the billions
of dollars spent by the US and NATO over nearly 20 years to build up
Afghan security forces. Days before Kabul’s fall, an American military
assessment estimated it would be a month before the capital would
come under the Taliban pressure. Instead, the Taliban swiftly defeated, co-opted or sent Afghan security forces fleeing from wide swaths
of the country, even though they had some air support from the US
military. During the airlift, a suicide bomb attack at one of the airport’s

Security

entrances killed at least 182 people are killed, including 13 U.S. service
members.

The siege of Cabo Delgado:

Kabul has fallen:
Taliban fighters entered Kabul

38

on 15 August and President Ashraf Ghani

left Afghanistan saying he wanted to avoid bloodshed, signalling the end
of a 20-year Western experiment aimed at remaking the Central Asian
country. The Taliban fanned out across the capital and took control of the
presidential palace. Qatari broadcaster Al Jazeera gained exclusive footage of Taliban commanders in the palace with dozens of armed fighters.
The city was gripped by panic, with helicopters racing overhead throughout
the day to evacuate personnel from the US embassy. Smoke rose near the
compound as staff destroyed important documents, and the American
flag was lowered. The fall of the capital triggered the closure of several

Tigray war: Addis Ababa tells residents to prepare to defend city - The East African

38

ISIS-affiliated insurgents seized control39 of much of the restive,
mineral rich Cabo Delgado province in Mozambique in the first week
of October, after a three-day siege that killed several people and left
hundreds of other civilians unaccounted for as government forces
try to regain control. Nearly 200 people, including dozens of foreign
workers, sought shelter inside a hotel in the town, Palma, after nearly
300 militants flooded into the area, destroying much of the town and
sending hundreds of other residents fleeing into nearby areas. A few
days later, the insurgents attacked a convoy of civilians as they attempted to flee the hotel, killing several people and injuring dozens of
others.

Inside the Capitol Riot: An Exclusive Video Investigation - New York Times
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Ethiopia’s civil war:
Early in November, authorities in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa
urged residents to prepare to defend their neighbourhoods40 after
forces from Tigray, who have been fighting the central government for
a year, indicated they could advance on the city. People should register
their weapons and gather in their neighbourhoods, the city administration said in a statement carried by the Ethiopian News Agency.
House-to-house searches were being conducted and troublemakers
arrested, the statement said. “Residents can gather in their locality
and safeguard their surroundings,” the statement added. “Those who
have weapons but can’t take part in safeguarding their surroundings
are advised to hand over the weapon to the government or their close
relatives or friends.” The appeal came after the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) claimed to have captured several towns and was considering marching on Addis Ababa, about 380 km (235 miles) to the
south of their forward positions. A Tigrayan resident in Addis Ababa
said he was frightened because of a rise in ethnic slurs and incitement
to violence against Tigrayans on social media. “They may come up
with stories that could create violence against Tigrayans,” he said.
There were reports of several police round-ups of Tigrayans in Addis
Ababa. Authorities denied it was due to their ethnicity. The governments of four of the country’s 10 regions also called upon Ethiopians
to mobilise to fight against the Tigrayan forces, state-affiliated Fana
TV said. Later in November, an Ethiopian government jet bombed the
Tigrayan regional capital with one doctor reporting 10 deaths. Feder-

International Years | United Nations
Saudi Arabia and Qatar will reopen airspace and maritime borders - CNN
3
Myanmar coup: What is happening and why? - BBC
1

2

Deadly fighting on Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan border kills at least 31 - BBC
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al forces have hit Mekelle from the skies at least eight times in two weeks,

Clashes began when people from both sides hurled stones at each

residents said. The conflict started over the night of 3 November 2020,

other after surveillance cameras were installed at a water facility. A

when forces loyal to the TPLF – including some soldiers – seized military

truce and troop pull-back were agreed but some shooting appeared

bases in Tigray. In response, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sent more troops

to continue. The casualty figures were from the Kyrgyz side with Tajik

there. The TPLF had dominated national politics for nearly three decades

numbers unclear. Reports said border guards became involved after

but lost much influence when Mr Abiy took office in 2018 following years of

the initial clashes intensified. The fighting has focused on water facili-

anti-government protests. Relations with the TPLF soured after they ac-

ties in territory claimed by both Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. A ceasefire

cused him of centralising power at the expense of Ethiopia’s regional

was later agreed. Like many parts of Central Asia, the border be-

states – an accusation Mr Abiy denies.

tween the two countries has been a focus of tension for the past
30 years. Before that, it mattered little which bit of territory

The January 6 insurrection:
January 6 2021 is a date that would be etched in the
history of the United States of America. It was the day
supporters of former President Donald Trump attacked41 the US Capitol building. The attack that led
to the suspension of the certification of the 2020
presidential elections and led to a forced evacuation
of members of congress. The death toll following the

belonged to whom as people could move freely between
Soviet Republics. But the collapse of the USSR generated hard borders - and potential violence. The meandering boundary between Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan
is particularly tense as over a third of its 1,000-km
(600-mile) length is disputed. Restrictions on access
to land and water that communities regard as theirs
have often led to deadly clashes in the past.

attack, which has now been classified as domestic
terrorism, was five.

Israel–Palestine crisis:
Palestinian militants in late September launched rock-

Central Asia instability:
At least 55 people were killed and nearly 50,000 more

ets into Israel43 from the Gaza Strip for three consecutive
nights, sparking Israeli air strikes in retaliation. The Israeli

displaced42 in one of the most serious clashes in Central Asia

Defense Force (IDF) said fighter jets had struck a military

following border disputes between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.

compound that belongs to Hamas, the Gaza-based militant

41

Israel hits Gaza in retaliation for rocket fire, military says - DW
Revealed: leak uncovers global abuse of cyber-surveillance weapon - The Guardian

42

Niger: Surging Atrocities by Armed Islamist Groups - Human Rights Watch
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movement. There were no reports of casualties. The compound contained

ty International initially had access to the leaked list and shared access

a number of underground rocket production workshops, a Hamas military

with media partners as part of the Pegasus project, a reporting consor-

camp with a weapons storage site, a Hamas transport tunnel and a Hamas

tium. The disclosures began with the revelation that the numbers of more

military training facility, according to the Israeli military. Tension between Isra-

than 180 journalists are listed in the data, including reporters, editors and

el and the Palestinians increased during the year— with reported deaths and

executives at the Financial Times, CNN, the New York Times, France 24,

injuries at protests along the Gaza Strip border prompting concerns that the

the Economist, Associated Press and Reuters. The consortium’s analysis

two sides might soon be in open conflict again. Israel and Hamas engaged in

of the leaked data identified at least 10 governments believed to be NSO

11-days airstrikes in May, resulting in at least 243 deaths, the majority of

customers, including Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Hungary, India, Kazakhstan,

them in the Gaza Strip. Both sides claim victory in the conflict.

Mexico, Morocco, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. NSO Group said it only sells spyware to vetted government

The Pegasus Project:

bodies.

An international investigation revealed44 that spyware sold
by Israel’s NSO Group to different governments is being
used to target heads of state, thousands of activists,

Violence in Western Niger:
According to the Human Rights Watch, no fewer than

journalists and dissidents around the world. The investi-

420 civilians have been killed in violence that have

gation by a consortium of international media organi-

rocked Western Niger this year45. Clashes between

sations suggested widespread and continuing abuse of

that country’s security forces and the Islamic State in

NSO’s hacking spyware, Pegasus, which the company

the Greater Sahara has led to internal displacement

insisted is only intended for use against criminals and

in both Tillabéri and Tahoua – from around 80,000

terrorists. Pegasus is a malware that infects iPhones and

in December 2019 to nearly 160,000 as of August

Android devices to enable operators of the tool to extract

2021. Famine watchdog, Farming Early Warning Sys-

messages, photos and emails, record calls and secretly
activate microphones. The leak contained a list of more than
50,000 phone numbers that, it is believed, have been identified
as those of people of interest by clients of NSO since 2016. Forbidden Stories, a Paris-based non-profit media organisation, and Amnes-

Uganda's capital Kampala hit by deadly suicide bombings - Al Jazeera

44

tem Network has warned that border communities were,
suffering from “crisis” levels of food insecurity. An investigation by Niger’s National Human Rights Commission documented the enforced disappearance of 102 people and located
71 of their bodies in common graves. Since 2015, armed Islamists

South Africa Zuma riots: Looting and unrest leaves 72 dead - BBC
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have carried out attacks against Niger’s security forces and civilians.

Unrest in South Africa:

Until 2019, most of these attacks occurred in southeastern Niger by the

Following the imprisonment of former president Jacob Zuma in July,

Nigeria-based groups Boko Haram and the Islamic State West Africa

violence broke out47 in KwaZulu Natal and Guateng provinces that

Province (ISWAP). Beginning in 2019, armed Islamist groups ramped up

left 347 dead and over 3,000 perpetrators arrested. More than 200

their attacks in western Niger. Several – on soldiers, army bases, and civilians – were claimed by Islamic State affiliated groups, but groups allied
to Al-Qaeda have also reportedly carried out attacks, including near the
Burkinabé border.

shopping malls were looted according to
the Business Leadership South Africa
group and 800 rioters were arrested.
Law enforcement agencies were
overwhelmed and President Cyril
Ramaphosa was accused of be-

Kampala Bombings:
The Islamic State’s expansion into Africa yielded
fruits, with three successive bombings46 in Uganda’s capital Kampala between October and November. The latest incident which occurred on 16
November had its death toll including the three
bombers, as six, police spokesperson Fred Enanga said, including police officers. Police said
intelligence indicated the Islamic State-aligned
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) were responsible, a claim which has been corroborated by the
Islamic State through its Amaq News agency on
Telegram.

latedly deploying troops and in
too few numbers - only 2,500 of
them compared with the 8,000
he deployed to enforce a nationwide lock-down to curb the spread
of Covid-19 last year. Low income
levels and unemployment - standing at
a record high of 32.6% among the workforce
and even higher at 46.3% among young people - hobbled
the economy and disproportionately affected black South Africans. In November, the governing African National Congress
(ANC) had its worst election result ever, as results from local
elections gave it 46% of votes cast. The ANC’s vote share has
consistently declined at local polls, often seen as a prime opportunity for the electorate to lodge protest votes. In the last municipal polls,
in 2016, the ANC got 54%, and in the one before that, 62%.

After months of COVID delays, African free trade bloc launches - Al Jazeera

46

47
136 countries have agreed to a minimum tax rate. Here's what it means - World
Economic Forum
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by 2035. But obstacles – ranging from ubiquitous red tape and
poor infrastructure to the entrenched protectionism of some of its
members – must be overcome if the bloc is to reach its full potential. Trade under the AfCFTA was meant to be launched on 1
July 2020, but was pushed back after COVID-19 made in-person
negotiations impossible. However, the pandemic also gave the
process added impetus, said Wamkele Mene, secretary-general
of the AfCFTA secretariat.

Economy

Global minimum corporate tax:
A global deal to ensure multinationals pay a minimum tax rate of
15% and make it harder for them to avoid taxation was agreed49
by 136 countries. The OECD said four countries - Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan and Sri Lanka - had not yet joined the agreement,

The one Africa market:
January 2021 saw the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) go into effect48 after months of delays caused by the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. Experts viewed the New Year’s Day launch as
largely symbolic with full implementation of the deal expected to take
years. The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) aims to bring
together 1.3 billion people in a $3.4 trillion economic bloc that will
be the largest free trade area since the establishment of the World
Trade Organisation. Backers say it will boost trade among African
nations while allowing the continent to develop its own value chains.
The World Bank estimated it could lift tens of millions out of poverty

El Salvador looks to become the first country to adopt bitcoin as legal tender CNBC

48

but that the countries behind the accord together accounted for
over 90% of the global economy. With budgets strained after
the COVID-19 crisis, many governments want more than ever to
discourage multinationals from shifting profits - and tax revenues
- to low-tax countries regardless of where their sales are made.
Increasingly, income from intangible sources such as drug patents, software and royalties on intellectual property has migrated
to these jurisdictions, allowing companies to avoid paying higher
taxes in their traditional home countries. The global minimum
tax rate and other provisions aim to put an end to decades of tax
competition between governments to attract foreign investment.

Parliament formally approves EU-UK trade and cooperation agreement - European
Parliament
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Bitcoin and more:
The Legislative Assembly of El Salvador passed la law to adopt Bitcoin

50

as legal tender in the country, becoming the first country

Oil prices rise to US$85:
Oil’s surging rally hit a milestone on 25 October with crude top-

to adopt the cryptocurrency alongside the U.S. dollar. El Salvador

ping $85 a barrel for the first time in seven years. US WTI Crude

plans to build the world’s first “Bitcoin City”, funded initially by bit-

jumped another 1.2% to trade as high as $85.07 a barrel. It’s the

coin-backed bonds, President Nayib Bukele said, doubling down on

first intra-day trade above $85 since October 2014. The rebound

his bet to harness the crypto currency to fuel investment in the Central

has intensified in recent weeks as a global energy crunch has

American country. Mr Bukele said the city planned in the eastern re-

emerged, marked by spikes in natural gas, coal and crude prices.

gion of La Union would get geothermal power from a nearby volcano

Oil was up 13% in November alone and is now up 120% from a

and not levy any taxes except for value added tax (VAT). Although Mr

year ago. Brent crude, the global benchmark, touched $86.51 a

Bukele is a popular president, opinion polls showed Salvadorans were

barrel on the same day, a fresh three-year high.

sceptical about his love of bitcoin, and its bumpy introduction has
fuelled protests against the government.

The European Union approves the EU–UK Trade
and Cooperation Agreement:

Record high inflation levels in developed
economies:
Inflation in the 19-member eurozone soared to 4.9% in Novem-

A new agreement governing the relationship between the EU and the

ber, reaching the highest level since relevant records began in

United Kingdom after Brexit was adopted51 in the EU Parliament by

1997, two years before the euro was launched and putting pres-

660 votes for, five against and 32 abstentions, while the accompany-

sure on the European Central Bank to review its policy of ultra-low

ing resolution, setting out Parliament’s evaluation of and expectations

interest rates. High gas prices and the cost of imported goods

from the deal, passed by 578 votes, with 51 against and 68 absten-

were blamed for the inflationary surge. Energy prices, including

tions. On 24 December 2020, EU and the UK negotiators had agreed

oil and gas, jumped 27% from November 2020. France suffered

on the Trade and Cooperation Agreement establishing the terms for

a 3.4% inflation increase, its highest in a decade, but it was in

future EU-UK cooperation. To minimise disruption, the agreement has

Germany among the bloc’s largest economies where prices rock-

been provisionally applied since 1 January 2021.

eted, taking the inflation rate to 6%. In Estonia, the inflation rate

51
Nigerian separatist leader, NnamdiKanu pleads not guilty to terrorism and treason
- Africa News
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jumped 8.4%, while in Lithuania it reached 9.3%. Away from Europe,

Recovering from a
Global Pandemic:
Reflections on
Nigeria in 2021

the US recorded an inflation rate of 6.2% in October, the biggest
12-month jump since 1990, while annual prices increased over the
same period by an average 4.2% in the UK. A United Nations gauge
of global food prices rose 1.2% in October, threatening to make it
more expensive for households to put a meal on the table. Prices have
jumped for multiple reasons: bad weather hurt harvests, higher shipping rates, worker shortages, an energy crunch in major economies
that hit supply chains and surging fertiliser costs.

Twitter ban:
Following the deletion of a tweet from the official
handle of the Nigerian president in June due to
violation of twitter rules, the Nigerian government
retaliated by banning Twitter indefinitely in Nigeria52
by a ministerial pronouncement at a press conference
held by the Minister of Information, Lai Mohammed.
The government then released a set of demands that
Twitter must meet for the ban to be lifted. However,
in spite of reported engagements by the government,
including a trip to the United States by information
minister, Lai Mohammed, the ban is yet to be lifted.

52
Nigerian separatist leader Kanu denies terrorism charges in court hearing - Euronews
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The trial of Brother Nnamdi:

he be repatriated to Britain. His lawyers have unsuccessfully de-

Separatist leader, Nnamdi Kanu, pleaded not guilty53 to charges

manded for Mr Kanu to be transferred to the Nigerian Correctional

including terrorism in an Abuja court, three months after his trial was

Centre instead of the state security custody for easier access to his

delayed when authorities failed to produce him in court. The charges

lawyers. Mr Kanu’s lawyer, Ifeanyi Ejiofor, said there was an appli-

against Mr Kanu, who holds both British and Nigerian citizenship, also

cation challenging the competence of the underlying charges, most

included calling for secession, knowingly broadcasting falsehoods

of which reference Radio Biafra broadcasts made out of London. “I

about President Muhammadu Buhari, and membership of an out-

can’t see how someone would make a statement in London and it

lawed group. The government proscribed Kanu’s Indigenous People

becomes a triable offence in this country,” Mr Ejiofor told reporters.

of Biafra (IPOB) as a terrorist organisation. IPOB wants a swathe of

To protest Mr Kanu’s ongoing trial, IPOB called for a sit-at-home

the South-East, the homeland of the Igbo ethnic group, to split
from Nigeria. An attempt to secede in 1967 as the Republic

on Mondays in the South-East. Despite the suspension of the
sit-at-home by IPOB, residents of the region still comply

of Biafra triggered a three-year civil war that killed more

with the order over the fear of attacks by IPOB enforcers.

than 1 million people. Security services have consistently

Henry Okezie, the chairman of the Abia State Drivers’

barred journalists supporters from entering the court.

Welfare Union, said the exercise had dealt a deadly

Mr Kanu was first arrested in 2015 but disappeared

blow on the transport sector. He said, “This frequent

while on bail in April 201754 after the army attacked

sit-at-home is really affecting us because we can’t

his compoud. His social media posts during his ab-

operate if we don’t see passengers. Most of our

sence, and his Radio Biafra broadcasts, outraged

members have their vehicles on hire purchase;

the government, which authorities said encouraged

which means that we must work every day to meet

attacks on security forces. Security agents produced

the target.” The transporters complained that their

him in court in Abuja on June 29 after detaining him
in an undisclosed country. His lawyer alleged he was
detained and mistreated in Kenya, though Kenya has
denied involvement. Mr Kanu has filed charges alleging that he was illegally taken from Kenya and asking that

Nigerian separatist leader Kanu denies terrorism charges in court hearing - Euronews
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sector was the worst hit by the directive as their
vehicles are usually attacked or vandalised by IPOB
enforcers while passengers hardly come out of their
homes for fear of attacks.
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The trial of Brother Sunday:

notably the EFCC , carrying out the same sorts of abuses against the

Three weeks after he was declared wanted by Ni-

citizenry. It was further buttressed by the attitude of the government

geria’s secret police, the Department of State Ser-

and its agents to the report of the Lagos EndSARS panel including

vices (DSS), Benin’s Direction Générale de la Police

discrediting it, denying it and attempting to delegitimise it. Further-

Républicaine in July arrested55 Yoruba self-determination campaigner, Sunday Adeyemo, better known

more, attacks by alleged government sponsored thugs have been
recorded against some citizens who gave testimony at the panel.

as Sunday Igboho. Mr Igboho was arrested in Cotonou while trying to

It is clear that with this attitude, the government has simply kicked

travel to Germany. According to local reports, Beninoise authorities

the can down the road - in the near future, there will be more wide-

disembarked Mr Igboho at Cardinal Bernardin International Airport
“and then transferred him to the Cotonou Criminal Brigade’s

spread uprisings similar to #EndSARS which will demand immediate and more drastic action with regards to law enforcement.

custody. The secret police told an Oyo State court in late November that Mr Igboho was undergoing extradition process to Nigeria.

Anambra elections:
In the lead up to the elections, there was a combination of violent attacks by members of IPOB to en-

#EndSARS protests

force sit-at-homes cum a declaration that elections

A time to remember: The reaction of the Nigerian

would not hold and response with equal violence

government to attempts to peacefully memori-

by government security agents on the civilian

alise the EndSARS protests and the Lekki Massa-

population in many cases. There were fears that

cre with the same kind of violence that the protests

the elections would not hold. But the elections did

were decrying is the perfect metaphor for how it has

hold albeit with the lowest recorded turnout58 for a

handled the issues since then. The current Inspector
General of Police had already announced56 a formal
reinstatement of the rogue SARS unit, but subsequently
denied this57. Before that, other law enforcement units had
already stepped into whatever vacuum SARS had left, most

gubernatorial election in Nigeria’s history. The incumbent APGA managed to hold on to the only state
it rules. However, as the APC candidate has declared
that he will go to court, many hold their breath as to the
outcome due to the recent experience in Imo State where
even though he had the 4th highest number of votes, the APC
candidate was declared governor by the Supreme Court.

Nigerian Yoruba activist detained in Benin - reports - Reuters
Nigeria's Police Inspector-General Brings Back Notorious Police Unit, SARS - Sahara
Reporters
57
How EFCC broke into our rooms, harassed guests - Hotel - Premium Times
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58
Anambra 2021 governorship election records 'historic low' voter turnout - Premium
Times
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Turnout in elections since Electoral Acts 2010
Nigeria
(2011)

Edo
(2012)

53.68%

Anambra
(2013)

42%

32.17%

Banditry and terrorism:
Nigeria

(2015)

43.65%

In late November, a federal court granted61 the government’s request to designate bandits as terrorists. Hitherto, the military
launched an operation in Kaduna, Katsina, Sokoto and Zamfara in
September to rid the region of bandits. The operation came with a
shut down of communication lines62, which residents said only made
things worse. Sokoto, Zamfara and Katsina governments also ad-

Edo
(2016)

Anambra
(2017)

32%

Nigeria
(2019)

34.75%

21.74%

opted other stringent measures to support the military’s operations

Edo
(2020)

such as the closure of some weekly markets and the ban on the use

27.5%

of motorcycles63 at certain periods of the day.

Kidnapping:
Nigeria’s kidnap crisis

Political parties gear up for 2023:
In Nigeria, the politicking never stops - it is simply interrupted by governance for a period and then it becomes overt again. Most of the political blocs have begun to move in preparation for campaigning and
deal making that most of 2022 will comprise as two gubernatorial
elections will hold - Osun and Ekiti

59

- in the South West which is often

seen as one of the two swing regions in the country’s general elections.
While the PDP has carried out its own congress for the election of party
officials, and therefore only has to conduct one gathering to select its
candidate, the APC has predictably chosen to wait and react to how
the PDP moves in order to counter this. Hence, its own party congress
to select party officials is scheduled for 2022.

Ekiti, OsunGov Polls: APC fixes N22.5 million for nomination forms - Premium Times

59

reached new heights as
several high profile people such as politicians
and military officers were
abducted. Some Nigerians
were made poorer having
been required to pay huge
sums as ransoms. The
Abuja-Kaduna highway
also retained its infamy as
one of the most dangerous
highways64 in Nigeria, and
a hotspot for kidnappers.

Nigerian court declares bandits’ groups terrorists organisations - Premium Times
Telecoms services shut down for two weeks in Zamfara, neigbouring cities cage
banditry - Guardian Nigeria
62
Niger places complete ban on commercial motorcycles in Minna - Vanguard
63
Bandits Attack Abuja-Kaduna Expressway Again, Abduct 'Dozens Of Travellers' Sahara Reporters
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Tales of secession
and Brute force: IPOB:
The secessionist bid by the
Indigenous Peoples of Biafra (IPOB) was taken to new
heights as attacks on northerners, government facilities
such as INEC’s and other security agencies’ facilities were
stepped up in Anambra64,
Enugu, Imo. The extraordinary
extradition of Nnamdi Kanu65
to Nigeria led to disastrous
sit at home orders which crippled businesses in the SouthEast. The military operations
launched by the army led to
allegations of abuse, gross
human rights violations and
outright war crimes66 in areas like Orlu and Oru East in Imo State. In
the South-West, the secessionist fervour was spearheaded67 by Yoruba nationalist Sunday Adeyemo aka Sunday Igboho and his Yoruba
Nation group. The group was forced to suspend rallies when security
forces launched a raid68 on Igboho’ House in Ibadan in July in which
he was forced to flee and was arrested by Beninoise authorities
trying to make his way to Germany.

Suspected IPOB members attacked 164 police facilities, killed 175 security personnel - Nigerian govt - Premium Times
65
NnamdiKanu sues Kenyan govt for extra-ordinary rendition - Vanguard
66
Orlu, Oru East, Oguta under attack in Imo - Vanguard
67
Yoruba Nation Determination Groups Meet In Ibadan, Restrategise On Sunday
68
Igboho's Release - Sahara Reporters
64

The overrun of Dikwa & Marte:
Nigeria’s military counter-insurgency headquarters replaced the commander of a super camp after Islamic State insurgents overran two
bases in Borno. The military command relieved Y. Ibrahim69, a Brigadier
General, of his position as the Brigade commander of Nigerian Army
22 Brigade Super Camp Dikwa and replaced him with Brigadier General AGL Haruna. The change is coming on the heels of separate attacks
by Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) on the Army Super camp
in Dikwa and 153rd Task Force Battalion in Marte. According to the security website HumAngle, the military set in motion plans to strengthen
its presence in New Marte after a series of setbacks and the overrunning of the base located at the Lake Chad Basin Quarters.

School Abductions:
No fewer than 618 schools were closed70 in six northern states at
different times over the fear of attack and abduction of pupils and
members of staff, according to a ThisDay tally. The six states where
some schools have remained closed are Kano, Katsina, Niger, Sokoto, Yobe and Zamfara. In Sokoto, the state government has closed
all boarding schools across all border towns. The state Commissioner for Security and Career Affairs, Col. Garba Moyi (rtd), said the
measure was to avoid the abduction of pupils just as it happened in
Katsina, Niger and Zamfara States. He added that the state governor, Aminu Tambuwal had directed the state commissioner for
education to merge those schools with the ones in towns. According
to him, schools affected include those in Sabon Birni, Isa Rabah,

69
Nigerian Military Replaces Super Camp Commander After Major Setbacks - Human
Angle
70
618 Schools Shut in Northern States over Abduction Scare -ThisDay
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Kebbe, Tangaza and Gudu local government areas. The paper re-

In the wake of the abduction of 42 persons from the Government

ported that 16 boarding schools were affected. The Zamfara State

Science College, Kagara, the state government had closed only the

Government also closed boarding schools in border towns after the

boarding schools in Rafi, Mariga, Magama and Shiroro LGAs, which

Jangebe incident. In a reaction to the abduction of 279 pupils of

were believed to be prone to bandits’ attacks. With the closure of

Government Girls Secondary School in Jangebe, Talata Mafara LGA,

all secondary schools in the state, about 496 schools were affected.

Governor Bello Matawalle shut down 10 schools along the borders

The Information Officer of the State Ministry of Education, Alhaji Ji-

with Sokoto and Katsina States. In Katsina, the state government

brin Kodo, said that 56 boarding schools with two of them mixed are

initially shut down all its 38 boarding schools after the abduction

affected while the rest of the schools in the state are day schools. He

of 344 pupils of Government Science Secondary School, Kankara.

declined to state the total number of schools in the state. The Yobe

But the Commissioner for Education, Prof Badamasi Lawal, later

State government also closed all boarding schools as part of proac-

announced the reopening of four out of the 38 boarding schools

tive measures to safeguard pupils’ lives. The commissioner, however,

after a meeting with zonal inspectors of education and permanent

said all-day schools were to continue with their normal academic

secretaries. He listed the four boarding schools which reopened on 2

activities.

March as the Command Secondary School, Faskari; Command Girls

According to UNICEF, 13.2 mil-

Secondary School, Barkiya; Command Secondary School, Musawa

lion Nigerian children are out of

and Police Secondary School, Mani.

school. Schools in states in the
North-East and North-West have

The Kano State Government also closed four tertiary institutions

female primary net attendance

and 12 secondary schools over insecurity in neighbouring states. The

rates of 47.7% and 47.3 % re-

state Commissioner for Education, Mr Muhammad Sunusi Kiru, said

spectively. This means that more

the closure was necessary due to the rising number of abductions of

than half of the girls are not in

schoolchildren in neighbouring states. All secondary schools in Niger

school. A number of factors are

State were closed by the state government for at least two weeks in

responsible for this educational

March. The Commissioner for Education, Mrs Hannatu Salihu, said

gap when compared to the south.

the closure of the schools was to enable the government to make

These include cultural, economic,

adequate security arrangements to protect the pupils and workers.

religious and now security reasons,
factors that generally affect girls
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more disproportionately. The abduction of students in schools has in-

Fourscore Homes Building Collapse:

creased as they are easy targets for armed groups or bandits, due to
their high media and ransom value as well as low security profile.

The shake-up of military hierarchy:
In January President Muhammadu Buhari shook up the top military
command71. LEO Irabor was named Chief of Defence, Ibrahim Attahiru
became commander of the Army, A. Z. Gambo became commander
of the Navy, and I. O. Amao became commander of the Air Force. Mr
Attahiru was killed in an unfortunate plane crash72 in May and
was replaced by Farouq Yahaya73.

The fall of Shekau:
In May, Islamic State backed fighters from its West
Africa wing, Islamic State West Africa Province — a
breakaway faction of Boko Haram — launched an
assault74 on the hiding place of Boko Haram leader,
Abubakar Shekau. It was reported that Mr Shekau
blew himself up, alongside fighters from ISWAP who
had been sent to convince him to surrender. His death
ushered in mass defections to the Nigerian side, and
increased the spate of clashes between Shekau’s JAS
faction and ISWAP.

In early November, a high-rise apartment block building under construction collapsed75 and trapped scores of people in Lagos. Ibrahim Farinloye,
head of the national emergency unit in Lagos, said the death toll stood at
36. The Lagos state emergency agency put the casualty number at 29 and
said eight had been critically injured. The body of the owner of the developer, Fourscore Homes was recovered from the rubble of the collapsed
building. Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu said a six-member panel of engineers, architects and town planners had been appointed to “bring closure
to this event and ensure that justice is served”. The panel was given a
month to present its findings. Building collapses are frequent in Africa’s most populous country, where regulations are poorly enforced
and construction materials often substandard.

Outsourced justice:

Shell agreed in August to pay $111 million to Ogoni farmers for historic oil spills in the Niger Delta. A Dutch court
ruled76 that Shell Nigeria must pay Ogoni farmers punitive damages for a 2007 oil spill in the Niger Delta.
The court ordered Shell Nigeria to pay compensation
to Nigerian farmers, while the subsidiary and its Anglo-Dutch parent company were told to install equipment to prevent future damage. Lawyers for the company
and the affected communities confirmed the decision by
Shell Nigeria. The company, however, maintained that the
spills were caused by third parties during the civil war in Nigeria. Lucius Nwosu, a lawyer for the Ejama-Ebubu community
in Ogoniland, Rivers State told AFP: “They ran out of tricks and
decided to come to terms.” The communities have been caught up
in the court case against Shell since 1991.

Nigerian President Buhari replaces top military commanders - Al Jazeera
Nigeria’s army chief, 10 others killed in plane crash - Al Jazeera
73
Reps confirm FarukYahaya as Chief of Army Staff - Premium Times
74
Boko Haram leader killed on direct orders of Islamic State - The Guardian
71

72

Body of MD Fourscore Homes, Femi Osibona, recovered from Ikoyi collapsed
building - Punch
76
Shell Nigeria ordered to pay compensation for oil spills - BBC
75
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Cholera outbreak:

GDP Rebound:

Anxiety gripped residents of some communities in the Magboro area of

Forecasts had put GDP

Obafemi/Owode Local Government of Ogun State as no fewer than 25

growth numbers by the

persons were feared dead following an outbreak of cholera in the area .

World Bank had put the

The affected communities included Arepo, Akeran, Akintonde, Sofolarin

number at 1.8%78. However,

and Abule-Oko. The Chairman of the Community Development Com-

as the economy rebounded

mittee (CDC) in Magboro, Mr Oluwasegun Oladosu, confirmed that 15

from COVID-19, boosted

deaths were recorded. Highlighting the identity of some of the casualties,

by increased oil prices and

Oladosu said that about 10 people of northern extraction, who relocated

reversal of crippling poli-

from the community to Kara (settlement), have died of cholera. Olado-

cies like the ban on new SIM

su said commercial motorcyclists (okada riders) who were of northern

card sales by telcos79, the

extraction were most hit by the outbreak. According to him, some of the

economy has grown signifi-

okada riders had just returned from a trip and probably might have been

cantly above these forecast numbers with Q2 growth at 5% and Q3

infected with cholera before returning to Ogun State.

at 4.03% as reported by the NBS. Much of these were driven by the
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telco rebound in Q2 and trade reopening in Q3.

VAT wars:
A key front of the economic and fiscal struggle between the states
and the federal government in 2021 were the legal battles over the
collection and retention of VAT80. While this is currently collected
centrally by the Federal Inland Revenue Service and then redistributed to the states after the Federal Government takes a share, the
states have argued that they should collect and only remit specific percentage to the centre in order to rectify the situation where a
state that generates the most VAT reduces significantly less proportions of VAT when redistributed. The courts ruled in favour of the

25 feared dead as cholera breaks out in Ogun - Blue Print
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World Bank raises Nigeria's 2021 growth forecast from 1.8 to 2.4% - The Cable
How ban on sales of SIM cards stifled Nigeria's telecoms growth in Q1 2021 - The
Cable
80
The VAT War: Between Facts and Fiction - ThisDay
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states with the Federal Government announcing that it would appeal

food items on pric-

the judgement whilst also offering the possibility of a political settle-

es. One prevalent

ment to the states. It is a key watershed as we expect more states to

complaint in 2021,

increase how they use the legal system to test the seams of Nigeria’s

was the rapidity and

current structure.

rate of increase in
food prices. While

Nigeria’s oil shortfall:
Despite requesting for a higher baseline in August, Nigeria failed
to meet the existing crude oil supply quota81 allocated to it by the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) during the
month. The country lost 90,000 barrels per day in August, or roughly
2.8 million barrels in the month, making last month’s production of

inflation rates have
dropped in the last
two quarter as reported by the NBS,
the price of food in
the markets continue to rise.

1.43 million bpd one of the lowest in five years. While Saudi Arabia
and Iraq were the main drivers of OPEC’s production for August, with
additional production of 290,000 bpd and 200,000 bpd, respectively, Nigeria, which can produce 2 million bpd, other things being equal,

Unemployment:

slumped from its July figure of 1.520 million bpd, according to an

Nigeria’s unemployment rate as at January 2021 stood at 33%82.

OPEC document. Production growth in Africa’s highest oil producer is

Youth unemployment (for those aged between 15 to 24) stood at

proving a major challenge due to infrastructure challenges and tech-

53.4%. While no new unemployment figures have been released for

nical difficulties, leading to shut-ins.

2021, the general rate is projected to hit 40% by the end of 2021
and we can expect that a corresponding increase will be seen in the

Inflation & food inflation:
Inflation nearly hit the 2016 record highs again in 2021 due to a
combination of a 2020 recession and the government response to this
recession - a similar set of factors that led to the 2016 records. Crucially, this time, food inflation rose at a significantly higher rate than
core inflation, showing the impact of restriction on imports on crucial

Nigeria Struggles to Meet OPEC’s Crude Oil Quota - ThisDay

81

youth unemployment rate. This will put the number of unemployed in
Nigeria above the population of all its closest neighbours. This does
not take into account those who are able to work but who are simply
not seeking work any longer. The country is experiencing a full blown
employment crisis, and this manifests in social unrest, security issues
and an upswing in non-state violent actors across the country.

Nigeria Unemployment Rate Rises to 33%, Second Highest on Global List Bloomberg

82

72

73

The Economy

The Economy

T H E Y E AR AH E AD 20 2 2: W IGGL IN G OUT OF T HE RUBBL E

T HE Y EA R A HEA D 2 02 2 : W I GGL I N G OUT OF T HE RUB BL E

Uncertainty in salary
payments:
Payment of salaries by about
33 states of the federation is
uncertain

83

as the decision of

the federal government to debit local government accounts in
commencement of a payment
of $418 million (₦172 billion) to
private consultants on Paris Club
refunds84 has pitched states and
local governments against it (FG).
BudgIT, a civic group committed
to government financial transparency, in its report, ‘State of States
2019’, said only three Nigerian
state governments (Akwa Ibom,
Lagos and Rivers) can finance
their recurrent expenditure without allocation from the federal government. There had been pressure from the Nigeria Governors Forum
(NGF) and the general public to stop the suspicious payments to the
consultants. However, in a dramatic twist, less than a month after a
directive by President Muhammadu Buhari, the Ministry of Finance,
Budget and National Planning has commenced deductions to pay the
claimants.

CBN’s aggressive regulatory behaviour:
The CBN ramped up its regulatory belligerence in 2021, perhaps
captured in the now infamous video85 of the CBN Governor, Godwin
Emefiele, calling on the owner of popular exchange rate reporting
website abokifx.com to “come out and fight”. The stance of the CBN
has been to threaten, ban, stifle, close accounts and put steep compliance hurdles in place for businesses for seeking FX, trading crypto
and supporting legitimate protests, while going gung-ho with initiatives that are out of its official remit. This is in spite of a court ruling
declaring the closure or restriction of accounts based on CBN directive alone as illegal. This regulatory disposition has characterised
the engagement from the CBN in 2021.

e-Naira:
The Central Bank of Nigeria joined a growing list of emerging markets betting on digital money to cut transaction costs and boost
participation in the formal financial system. “Nigeria has become the
first country in Africa, and one of the first in the world to introduce a
digital currency to her citizens,” President Buhari said in a televised
speech at the launch in Abuja. “The adoption of the central bank
digital currency and its underlying technology, called blockchain, can
increase Nigeria’s gross domestic product by $29 billion over the next
10 years.” The International Monetary Fund projects GDP for Africa’s
largest economy to be $480 billion in 202186. The issuance of the digital currency, called the eNaira, comes after the central bank earlier in
February outlawed banks and financial institutions from transacting
or operating in cryptocurrencies as they posed a threat to the finan-

83
Nigeria: 33 States May Not Pay Salaries As N172bn Deduction Grounds Revenue
Disbursement - All Africa
84
Paris Club Refund: NGF tackles Malami over planned payment of $418 million to
consultants - Premium Times

CBN Governor, Emefiele declares AbokiFX.com illegal - Arise News
Nigeria becomes first African nation to roll out digital currency - Al Jazeera
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cial system. Since the launch of the eNaira platform, it’s received more

Shelled out:

than 2.5 million daily visits, with 33 banks integrated on the platform,

The Royal Dutch Shell has launched87 a major divestment of its

500 million c ($1.2 million) successfully minted and more than 2,000

Nigerian assets, especially those in the shallow water and onshore.

customers onboarded, central bank Governor Godwin Emefiele said

The oil giant had hired Standard Chartered Bank to sell its Shell

at the launch. Central bank digital currencies, or CBDCs, are national

Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria Limited (SPDC) sub-

currency — unlike their crypto counterparts, such as Bitcoin and Ethere-

sidiary, in a deal which could be one of the biggest ever in African oil

um, which are prized, in part, because they are not tied to fiat currency.

and gas.

The eNaira will complement the physical naira, which has weakened
5.6% this year despite the central bank’s efforts to stabilise it. “The
eNaira and the physical naira will have the same value and will
always exchange at one naira to one eNaira,” Emefiele said.
The digital currency is expected to boost cross-border trade
and financial inclusion, make transactions more efficient
as well as improve monetary policy, according to the
central bank. The Central Bank of Nigeria in August

CBN grants MTN & Airtel licence
for mobile money:
The CBN finally succumbed88 to a sustained decade-long
advocacy campaign and granted MMO licenses to the
two biggest telcos in the country, moving from the
insistence on a bank-led financial inclusion effort
which has yielded minimal results to one which will

selected Bitt Inc. as a technical partner to help create

be telco-led, similar to the more successful efforts

the currency that was initially due to be introduced on

in Kenya and Ghana. The total banked population

1 October. Nigeria joins the Bahamas and the East-

is represented by the number of unique Bank Veri-

ern Caribbean Central Bank in being among the first

fication Numbers registered with the Nigeria Inter-

jurisdictions in the world to roll out national digital

bank Settlement Systems (NIBSS) and stands at 42

currencies. China launched a pilot version of its “digi-

million, less than the total number of subscribers of

tal renminbi” earlier this year. In Africa, countries from

only MTN (65million). This shows the potential that

Ghana to South Africa are testing digital forms of their

the telco bring to include more Nigerians, and coupled

legal tender to allow for faster and cheaper money transactions, without losing control over their monetary systems.

with financial heft of the telcos to invest in this area as
well as the CBN’s e-Naira initiative, we might begin to see
greater levels of financial inclusion in the coming years.

Royal Dutch Shell Commences Major Divestment of Assets in Nigeria - ThisDay
CBN grants Airtel Nigeria super-agent licence - Nairametrics
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NNPC purchases minority stake
in Dangote refinery:

2020 in which 591 companies applied to win 57 oil fields locat-

The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) has said89 that
it plans to acquire a 20% minority equity stake in Africa’s biggest oil
refining facility, Dangote Refinery. This is to help further ensure an
undisrupted supply of petroleum products across the country when the
transaction pulls through. Per ThisDay, Yakubu said discussions were
already ongoing with the Dangote Group for the acquisition of the
stake. Also, the state-oil company announced new figures showing
that crude oil export proceeds plunged by 98% in April, compared to
March. The NNPC said in a report that the total revenue from crude
oil exports in April fell to ₦723 million from the ₦35.72 billion generated in March. “No remittance to Federation Account in April for
May 2021 FAAC due to recorded value shortfall resulting from the
difference between the landing cost and ex-coastal price of Premium
Motor Spirit recorded in March 2021,” it said. The corporation said
it lifted 7.62 billion barrels of crude oil in March, compared to 10.79
billion in February, and exported 66.67 million barrels. It said the
country maintained its 1.52 million barrels per day production quota as agreed during the previous meeting of the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries. Domestic gas receipts for the month
amounted to ₦5.13 billion as oil and gas revenues totalled ₦156.37
billion, a reduction of 30.38% from March revenues. That came as
Nigeria awarded the rights to develop marginal oilfields to 50% of
the 161 firms shortlisted after they met all the stipulated conditions.
The award came a year after the marginal field bid round in

NNPC to purchase 20% equity stake in Dangote Refinery - Nairametrics

89

ed onshore, swamps and offshore, said Sarki Auwalu, head of the
Department of Petroleum Resources (DPR). Oil Minister Timipre
Sylva said in March the country expected an income of $600 million
from the awards and that half the successful firms have paid, with a
deadline of April 20 for the rest.
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Scorecard:
Assessing our
predictions
for 2021
At the end of every year,
SBM makes projections
of what we think will take
place in Nigeria during
the coming year. While
the prophecy business
is not an exact science,
our record thus far has
been good. For 2021, we
got 29 correct, 1 partially
correct, and 5 wrong.

Correct
Partial
Wrong
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1

The financial struggles of the Nigerian government will
continue: poor revenue due to a slow global economic
recovery from the coronavirus pandemic, which will keep
oil prices low; high cost of debt servicing will eat away at
whatever revenue comes in and non-oil revenue will be
nowhere near enough. We got this correct.

2

The low revenue will force Nigeria to borrow more from
concessional and multilateral lenders such as the World
Bank and the IMF as commercial lenders will not be willing to
lend or will only lend at high-interest rates. World Bank and
IMF lending will come with conditions demanding reforms
which are already happening albeit at a very slow pace:
harmonising exchange rates which will devalue or float the
naira, full removal of subsidy on petrol, allowing electricity
tariffs to rise, etc. We got this correct.
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There will continue to be some opposition to market-oriented
policies from President Buhari who will continue to show
his preference for a statist economy. However, the financial
constraints will force his hand in that direction. But, the
government will drag its feet on these reforms in the hope of
a rebound in the price of oil. We got this correct

The CBN’s interventionist stance will accelerate in 2021
as the Presidency and Finance Minister have ceded their
fiscal policy responsibilities to the CBN. The CBN may try
new tricks, including cutting MPR further or increasing CRR
and LDR. It will also ramp up extra-monetary interventions
and expand its regulatory oversight over banking and other
sectors closely tied to finance. Regardless, the outcome will
be sluggish and painful economic growth. We got this correct.

3
4

5

6

The desperation to drive investment into the country and
unlock growth in the oil sector, as well as current financial
struggles, will force out the political will needed for the PIB to
be passed, likely in the second half of the year. So far, there
has been no visible opposition to the draft from the industry,
trade unions or any organised groups. Combined with the fact
that the leadership of the National Assembly is allied with the
Executive (especially the Senate), this signals a good omen
for the bill being passed, breaking a 13-year deadlock. We
got this correct.

7

8

Oil prices should settle around $45 per barrel as COVID-19
vaccination gains momentum and economic activities and
travel pick up. However, Nigeria’s forex crisis will remain
through 2021 due to difficulties in generating revenues. We
got this wrong. Oil prices plus the Eurobond means that the
FX crisis will not bite as hard as we expected it to.

Despite flirting with bankruptcy, it is unlikely that the FG will
trim its costs, especially around its wage bill, by implementing
the Oronsanye report even in part. There does not seem
to be any political will for this, which is also likely to be
unpopular too. We got this correct.

Nigeria should return to positive growth by Q4, 2021 thus
exiting the recession. This is likely to be driven by slightly
higher oil prices, as well as a reopening of borders which
will reverse the decline of the trade sector, one of the largest
employers of labour in the country. Productivity will continue
to decline as the government and private sector lack the
financial muscle to launch the economy back to the fast lane
of growth. With the adoption of online work, there is little
incentive for companies to hire. Rather, many contract staff
will be laid off, and governments will recruit less employees.
What we are likely to experience in 2021 is jobless growth.
We got this correct, but positive growth came earlier.

9

We expect slight devaluation of the Naira in 2021 as the CBN
will face renewed pressure to fund forex requests as economic
activities and travel pick up. In addition, low revenues will
cause reviewed pressure from the various tiers of government
to call for devaluation so they can meet budget expenditure
requirements. There will be a managed float of the naira at
some point in the first half of 2021. We got this correct.
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10
11

Inflation will continue to increase on the back of food inflation.
The government has threatened to ban importation of fish
and other goods so the likelihood of opening the borders is
dim. Local food production will continue to be hindered due
to insecurity and with more mouths to feed there can be no
other outcome. We got this correct.
We do not believe that the borders will be opened on 1
January 2021. However, Nigeria will come under pressure
from the IMF and World Bank to reopen them as part of the
conditions for loans, and will cave at some point in 2021.
We got this wrong as the borders were reopened before 1
January 2021.

12

As 2021 goes on, the problem of ungoverned spaces in
Nigeria will become more pronounced in urban centres,
and non-state actors will take advantage of these gaps to
entrench themselves deeper in society. We got this correct.
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13

14

Insecurity will continue to remain a daunting challenge with
more attacks in urban areas across the country, as people
looking to escape attacks in villages and towns crowd the
urban environment for security. In the North Central and
North West, more clashes between bandits, farmers and
herders, and local communities should be expected. We got
this correct.
The stalemate between the Nigerian military and Boko
Haram would continue but more states will be brought
into the conflict terrorists looking to expand into the North
Central, the military would be fighting on several fronts--the
North East (with Gombe seeing more attacks) and the North
Central, especially states like Nasarawa and Niger. We got
this correct. Gombe has remained relatively peaceful, but has
also experienced an up-tick in violence with nine incidents
this year, up from none in 2020, and four in 2019.

15

Militant activity will become more pronounced in Niger State
in 2021. We got this correct.

16

In the South-East and South-South, the Indigenous Peoples
of Biafra (IPOB) will become more belligerent, and as
the economic effects of high inflation, lower wages and
joblessness bite deeper, IPOB will find more support in both
regions. We got this partially correct. IPOB is beginning to
lose support.

17

18

Police reforms will not be achieved because reforms cost
money and political will, both of which the federal government
lacks. We got this correct.

19

IDP camps will not be closed by the May 2021 date set by the
governor of Borno State. A fresh wave of civilian casualties
will force more people into the camps, raising Nigeria’s IDP
profile in an already bad league table. We got this correct,
although Mr Zulum has now set it for 31 December 2021.

20

21

Jihadist groups will keep trying to exploit the situation to plant
cells: Boko Haram factions and groups operating in the Sahel
region such as Mali, Burkina Faso and the Niger Republic.
The latter groups will be helped by porous borders and weak
governance in the region to carry out their activities. We got
this correct.

The Gulf of Guinea will continue to be a hotbed of pirate
attacks on shipping activity. We got this correct, but it is
important to note that while piracy on the high seas has
reduced globally, it has spiked on inland waterways in Nigeria.
In high sea piracy, the Gulf of Guinea remains the world leader.

Conversations around police reforms will continue in 2021.
Operation Amotekun did not do much this year, despite the
fanfare which greeted its inauguration. In the coming year,
however, mounting security challenges would force states to
turn increasingly to Amotekun and similar security networks,
which will lead to more friction with the federal government as
regards the role of the police. We got this correct.
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22

23

24

25

In 2021, SBM projects that there would be stiffer media regulations.
The NBC’s decision to fine three TV stations for the coverage of
the #EndSARS protest has come hand in hand with calls for the
regulation of social media by a growing number of elected officials
across the country. With authorities facing significant and sustained
censure for their role in the Lekki Massacre and other human rights
abuses, these calls will only grow. So far, all attempts to put laws
on the books that regulate social media have come to naught, but
there will continue to be attempts in this direction. We are also fairly
certain that the fines dished out to TV stations this year will not be
the last. We got this correct and the government went one further
with the Twitter ban which remains in place.

October 2020 saw the country rocked by #EndSARS protests,
and the security apparatus was completely unable to keep the
peace after curfews were declared. There will be more protests
in 2021 that are likely to be triggered by unsustainable food
inflation. The states in which these protests will erupt will be
under pressure to curb them, perhaps violently, to avoid being
accused of bringing ‘embarrassment’ to President Buhari and
the APC. How these incidents are handled when they occur
will go a long way to determine the general climate in the
country post-2021. We got this wrong. While there is increasing
discontent, the protests we envisaged did not happen.
Some prominent political figures will be at the receiving end of
foreign sanctions in 2021 over their roles in protests and elections.
This will have the effect of calming the space a little. We got this
wrong. Geopolitical competition with China especially means that
Western powers have opted to embrace, rather than antagonise
members of the Nigerian government. This was symbolised by
the visit of the US Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken, the highest
profile visit by a US government official since August 2016.
After the budget is passed, attention is expected to turn to
the constitutional review being led by the Deputy Senate
President, Ovie Omo-Agege. While the constitution
amendment process will not result in the creation of any new
state, there will be increased agitations for new states, and
for some groups to be reassigned to new regions. These will
increase the mutual distrust among the various constituent
parts of the country. We got this correct.
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26
27

The tensions between the ACN and CPC components of the
APC will become more obvious in 2021, and at some point in
the year, the CPC faction (read North) will openly begin to court
allies in the South East and South-South. We got this correct.
In reaction to increased detente between the North and the
South East and South-South, expect, throughout the year,
increased calls for “true federalism” from the South West. We
got this correct.

28

An APC party member will be sworn in as governor in Anambra
State to succeed Willie Obiano. We got this wrong. APGA's
Chukwuma Soludo won the election handily on the back of what
some analysts have called the APC's wrong choice in Andy Uba.
Mr Uba has rejected the results and threatened to go to court, but
we think he would lose there.

29

Judicial panels of inquiry set up in response to the EndSARS
protests will submit their reports, but there will be a slow
response to prosecuting indicted officers, if at all any. We got this
correct on all counts.

30

Over the course of the year, political lines will harden and various
camps jockeying for influence at the highest levels of political
power will make the effects of cabal politics on policy setting to
become more prominent. We got this correct.

31

The Attorney-General, Abubakar Malami, will become an
even more central figure in the cabinet, and will use his
increased standing to send the prosecutorial agencies after
perceived opponents. We got this correct.

32

There will be increased interest in voter registration and
political participation over the course of 2021, but this
increased interest will not translate to any significant increase
in participation in any sub-national election during the year.
We got this correct.

33
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We project that there would be more in-fighting in the Buhari
administration. The passing of Chief of Staff Abba Kyari
in April appears to have removed the lid on a cauldron of
tensions within the Buhari administration. One of those
tensions was between Attorney-General Abubakar Malami
and former EFCC Acting Chairman Ibrahim Magu, which
became an all-out war. As 2021 moves along, these tensions
will escalate as various players seek to position themselves
in bid to be relevant in a post-Buhari APC. Get ready for the
fireworks. We got this correct.
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igeria is undergoing precarious security challenges. As a result, the
Nigerian military has been deployed in every state in Nigeria
in aid to civil authority. While there is
much to be said about the security institutions and their capacity to respond
to threats, there is a lot more to be
considered in the way the Government
has responded to insecurity. How has the
government assessed security threats?
Does this assessment impact its strategy
including budgetary allocations and the
priorities of government agencies? What does the
government need to do more or less of?
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Catherine Kyenret Angai

In
Search
for Security

In January 2016, the UN published its handbook on human security. In
conceptualising its understanding of the human security approach, it
stated that this approach is a multidimensional analytical framework
meant to ‘assist the Member States in identifying and addressing
widespread and cross-cutting challenges to the survival, livelihood
and dignity of their people’. It emphasises that by its understanding,
this approach should be ‘people-centred, comprehensive, context-specific and prevention-oriented prioritising the protection and
empowerment of all people and all communities.
The Suman Security approach as encapsulated in the United Nations
Handbook on Human Security states that the approach rests on a
tripod, the freedom from fear, freedom from want and freedom to live
in dignity.
To live in a society where there is freedom from fear and want, and
freedom to live in dignity means that the threats under the seven
dimensions of human security have been resolved or at least are
taken seriously. These include Economic Security – unemployment,
income inequality, inflation, underdeveloped social security and
homelessness; Food Security – hunger, famine, sudden rise in food
prices; Health Security – epidemics, threats to life and health and
inadequate access to health services; Environmental Security – natural disasters, the degradation of ecosystems, pollution of water,
air and soil; Personal Security – physical violence in all its forms,

war, discrimination, domestic violence, child abuse;
Community Security – ethnic tensions and violent
conflicts; Political Security – state repression,
violation of human rights, lack of rule of law and
justice.

In Nigeria, this concept of human security was
captured and incorporated in our National
Security Strategy which asserts that the government will adopt a human security approach as its
strategic response to the current security risks the
country faces. It is important to note that the document mentions its dependence on other national
strategic documents such as the National Counter-Terrorism Strategy, the Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy, the National
Defence Policy and quite interestingly the Economic Recovery and
Growth Plan.
What this means is that any assessment of the success or failure of
Nigeria’s security strategy must necessarily include an interrogation of how the government has implemented the policies in these
documents as a response to rising security concerns especially the
Economic Recovery and Growth Plan which was meant to be implemented between 2017 – 2020.
Even as Nigeria prepares to launch the National Development Plan, a
critical assessment of the linkage between the seven dimensions of
human security and increased threats and vulnerability must be undertaken. It is not enough that these principles are incorporated into
the National Security Strategy; a comprehensive review of the current
level of insecurity and how the Government has addressed it taking
into consideration, economic, food, health, environmental, personal,
community and political security must be conducted.
The President has consistently expressed his concerns over the
security situation in the country by often “talking tough on crime”.
These statements have been issued so many times that they have
become no more than meaningless words and empty promises in the
face of declining security. The tough talk is almost always followed by
a promise to increase the presence of security assets, increase the
provision of security hardware and increase the level of aggression
against the enemies of the State which the government has consis-

tently promised to deal with decisively or to crush. The Government
often uses tough language because it is politically advantageous to
project a strong State.
The government must also see the rise in insecurity as the absence
of key development indicators which increase vulnerabilities that in
turn allow for the elements of crime and criminality to flourish. Unfortunately, the vulnerabilities that give room for insecurity to surge
do not respond to tough language. They need to be tackled through
a clear Threat and Vulnerability Assessment and mitigating countermeasures necessary to protect citizens and communities and provide
a buffer against identified threats. The human security approach is
useful both as a conceptual and practical framework.
Finally, it is important to note that while available data does not
show a clear nexus between democracy and higher human security, it
does show that human security is lower in patronage-based institutionally weak regimes and higher in bureaucratic institutionally
strong regimes. Human security can not be
achieved without strong, independent and
functional democratic institutions that
are able to manage the tensions that
necessarily arise in the distribution and
redistribution of resources. When institutions fail, vulnerability is exacerbated.
Nigeria must grow institutions that are
people-centred, focused on the prevention of root causes through addressing
development concerns, early warning and
response rather than rely on tough talk
and kinetic measures to address growing
social and economic challenges.
These are clearly not working.
Catherine Angai is the
Program and Advocacy
Coordinator for Democracy
and Accountability at the
Open Society Initiative for
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Economy:






Nigeria’s 5.01% and 4.03% growth
rates experienced in Q2 2021 and
Q3 2022 signify that the country
can outperform the World Bank
GDP growth forecast of 1.8% in
2021. Regarding 2022, we envisage strong GDP growth due
to several factors, including oil
price, oil production, expansion of
financial services due to the MMO
licenses issued to the telcos, and
most importantly, an increase in
FG spending due to the approaching election year. We project a
2.0% to 2.5% growth rate for the
full year 2022.

Security:


Rising inflation in the US and other G20 markets due to stimulus
spending will lead central banks
to raise interest rates. This will
make foreign investors demand
more returns from emerging
markets and we expect market
interest rates to rise by Q2 which
will have consequences on the
FG’s borrowing and debt profile.
Also, the local investors will find
the Nigerian stock market less
appealing once the Q1 earning/
dividends season is over.

We forecast that oil prices will
hover around $75 - $85 per
barrel for much of 2022 despite
continued disruption of economic
activities due to COVID-19. The
cautious OPEC+ supply increase
and faster-than-expected inventory drawdown will be the major
factors for oil price strength.

 The Naira will face various pull
forces during the year. On the
one hand, foreign currency
borrowing and increased crude
oil revenues will keep the foreign reserves above $35 billion
dollars and give the CBN some
ammunition to defend the Naira.
On the other hand, increased
demand from politicians mopping
up dollars ahead of the elections,
foreign investors seeking to
repatriate their funds ahead of
the elections, and manufacturers
seeking to import materials will
be the main demand drivers. Thus,
we expect some devaluation of
the official IEW to about $1/₦450.

Nigeria’s public debt and debt service ratio will continue to increase
as the country will fail to meet
its revenue targets for 2021 and
2022. To bridge the gap, the FG will
continue on its borrowing binge.


 We expect that states and the
FG will reach a political settlement of the VAT impasse that will
see the states receive more of
what they generate, but the FG
will continue to collect the tax.



The inflation growth rate should
continue to drop through Q1
2021. However, the high base
effect, election spending, food
inflation from insecurity and
further tightening of imports by
the CBN will cause the inflation
growth rate to begin to rise
again by Q3.



The expected fuel subsidy replacement with a direct transfer
of ₦5,000 monthly to subsidise
the poor on transport is unlikely
to take off as Nigeria will be
unable to afford this expense in
its current fiscal trajectory.



We expect the passage of a
Startup Bill which will be the
omnibus regulation for the tech
and digital innovation industry in
the country.

We expect an increase in regulatory and tax-based fines in 2022
as the government seeks to extract from the corporate sector
to fill some of its fiscal shortfalls
and fund spending.
	 Consumer spending power to
remain subdued as there is no
likely widespread increase in
wages in sight. Spending on luxury items will fall as consumers
will likely adjust their spending
habits in order to ration meagre
resources.



There will be increased organising by groups into armed vigilante groups to defend themselves
and communities against bandit, pastoralist and kidnapping
attacks. The election-year will
see the flow of small arms into
these groups, increasing clashes
across the country.

fighters from neighbouring Sahel
countries such as Burkina Faso
and Mali will swell the numbers
of terrorists in the region.
 As these terrorists become established in the rural ungoverned
spaces with the semblance of
their own versions of a state,
controlling dispensation of justice,
extracting taxation and supervising trade and agriculture, they
will fight brutal internal battles
to consolidate control and these
groups will then be emboldened
to take on bigger targets.



The military will institute a
“garrison town” strategy in the
North West, similar to what
obtains in Borno where they
secure specific urban centres
and leave much of the surrounding countryside and roads to the
control of the terrorists.



The South-West of the country
will see a ramp-up in gang activities, some of which will assume
the toga of secessionist agitation. We expect a crime wave to
hit the region from mid-year.



The South-West will see an increase in political violence as various groups jockey for political influence as the relationship between
Lagos and Abuja deteriorates.





Terrorists will begin to strike
more frequently in the bigger
urban centres in the North,
including the Federal Capital,
Abuja as an influx of hardened
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The military will step up its
campaign in the South East with
unnecessary brutality, galvanising
even more support for the separatist movements in the region.
We think a more organised
movement than IPOB will begin
to emerge in 2022 and will link up
with militants in the Niger Delta.
As more oil majors divest from
their onshore assets, Nigeria will
see an increase in oil spills, and
this will reinvigorate militancy in
the Niger Delta. This will hamper
Nigeria’s ability to take advantage of the high oil prices to
ramp up production.

Politics:
		 Elections in Osun and Ekiti States
will be the real start of the 2023
elections. In Ekiti, the governor
will not be on the ballot. We
expect the APC to lose Ekiti
State to the PDP. In Osun State,
however, with the incumbent
governor on the ballot, it will
be a close-fought battle due to
political infighting in the APC
structure in the state. But we
expect the APC to just edge it.
		 The two main parties will field
candidates that are the direct

opposite of the other in terms
of the region of origin, with the
APC waiting to see who the PDP
field before reacting.
		 In 2023, the incumbent president
will not be returning in spite of
tepid attempts to moot a third
term. Therefore, defection from
the APC is unlikely to be a strategy employed by politicians this
time - we will therefore not see
a rash of defections out of the
APC as we did in 2019. Rather
there will be defections into the
APC, as politicians will conclude
that the real battle is winning
the APC presidential ticket.
		 We expect a rash of corruption arrests and trials in 2022
as political opponents seek to
neutralise rivals. The AGF will be
particularly active in pursuing
these, but we expect a coalition to rise which will ultimately
see him out of office before the
elections.
 We expect Nnamdi Kanu to be
released before or during Q3,
as a political compromise is
reached.
 We expect to see a rejuvenation
of the civil society space as the
elections galvanise these groups
into action once again. There is
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likely to be a CSO-led protest,
ostensibly to protest socio-economic hardships around inflation
and cost of living - but which
will serve the purpose of putting
the government on notice of this
reawakening after the relative
tameness of CSOs in the Buhari
years.

stressors, economic downturn,
inflation, unemployment and other critical social factors collide.



 International sanctions, on the
basis of documented massacres,
will be instituted against named
Nigerian government agents.
 The government will lift the ban
on Twitter in time for the campaign season to kick off.
 The government will continue to
clamp down on press freedoms.
 At the subnational level, more
state governors will come under
more pressure as economic
failings begin to make more
people question the use of state
government funds.



Our predictions for
the rest of Africa

	
 In 2021, Africa saw a few successful coups. As we go into
2022, we expect that more
coups would take place, especially in countries where political



Renewed activities by Islamic
State-affiliated cells within the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
as well as parts of East Africa,
will resurrect old wounds and
raise the sceptre of renewed
conflict and political instability.
The unpopular security cooperation pact with Uganda announced in November 2021 will
lead to populist political discontent, attract the participation
of equally unpopular Rwanda
and sow the seeds of multistate military activities. It could
ultimately cost President Felix
Tshisekedi his job either by constitutional or extra-legal means.
The war of the central government of Ethiopia with the
Tigrayan forces would continue
well into 2022 and spread to other regions. As the war persists,
it would spark a wider humanitarian crisis and put renewed
stress on the various political
compromises holding the country’s autonomous regions as
well as Addis Ababa’s relationship with old foe Eritrea.
Islamic State’s focus on northern
Mozambique will invite renewed
foreign military support as at-

tacks on infrastructure projects
persist. A multinational regional
coalition, supported by Western
powers, will complement Rwanda’s current efforts at supporting Maputo in ending the threeyear-long crisis,



Russia and Turkey’s involvement
in critical Sahelian countries Burkina Faso, Chad, and Mali
- will morph into fill security
support and cooperation pacts
as French and Western strategic
withdrawal persist. Notwithstanding, France will maintain
a residual security presence,
chiefly in Niger and as historical
concerns in the region outweigh
domestic political priorities. The
Sahel will heat up as an arena of geopolitical competition
between great powers over the
course of the year.

 With the recent detection of the
Omicron variant of COVID-19, a
variant that preliminary research
indicates has a higher re-infection rate and a different spike
protein from the one vaccines
are designed for, we are likely
to see the world shut its doors
to more African countries.
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