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It all hinges on insecurity and turnout
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Disclaimer

The data contained in this report is only up-to-date as of Friday, 3 February 2023. Some of it is subject to change during the natural course of

events. SB Morgen cannot accept liability for any errors or omissions that may follow such events that may invalidate data contained herein.

Our researchers employed one-on-one interviews, desk research and polling to collate the available data. Our editors sifted through the data and

prepared the report, using various proprietary tools to fact-check and copy-edit the information gathered.

Our publicly released reports are formatted for easy and quick reading and may not necessarily contain all the data that SB Morgen gathered

during a given survey. Complete datasets can be made available on request.

All forecasts were built using data from a variety of sources. A baseline of accurate and comprehensive historical data is collected from

respondents and publicly-available information, including from regulators, trade associations, research partners, newspapers and government

agencies.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On 13 July 2022, SBM Intelligence published its first 2023 election survey, which indicated that at the time that a mere 41% of registered voters

had collected their Permanent Voters Cards (PVCs). This implied a low turnout for the 2023 elections, an event that would have continued a

declining voter turnout in Nigeria's General Elections since 2007. In October 2022, we surveyed potential voters, polling 7,000 respondents. The

results of this survey were mapped with expected low turnout, and based on that, we published our first projection of likely candidate

performance for the 2023 elections on 15 December 2022.

The assumption of low voter turnout has changed. On 9 January 2023, we published the result of a 6,588-respondent survey which was

conducted in the last working week before Christmas. The survey result showed a marked increase in PVC collection - 97% of respondents said

they desired to vote, 94% completed the Continuous Voter Registration process, and 79% successfully picked up their PVCs. This has changed the

dynamics of the 2023 elections as this vote, with the caveat of unforeseen events, will buck the trend of declining voter turnout. We anticipate a

more than 50% turnout, driven by voter concerns about insecurity and the economy.

Voter awareness and education have played a unique role in driving voter interest and might represent the most important reason turnout in this

election will reverse decades-long historical trends. From driving voter registration numbers through concerted campaigns via Short Message

Service (SMS), radio, television, digital and social media channels during the Continuous Voter Registration (CVR) exercise to byte-size snippets

elucidating on important practices such as PVC collections, identifying Polling Units within a given voter’s registration district through the

Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)’s portal and ballot use and other aspects of voter conduct on Election Day, the use of

technology has ensured a preponderance of information about the elections is available to the Nigerian voter. Enough is Enough Nigeria’s #RSVP

– Register | Select | Vote | Protect campaign remains one of the cornerstones of election-related civil society interventions. Like in past votes,

was at the forefront of driving the 2021-2022 CVR participation and overall voter education. The organisation’s PU Locator, launched in 2019,

helped over 200,000 voters easily find their polling units on Election Day. In this cycle, the organisation has created a WhatsApp bot to ensure

voters can find their polling unit straight from social media.
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The path to Aso Rock has been riddled with permutations and scenario planning primarily because, for the first time since the era of

parliamentary democracy in the 1960s, there are three competitive political blocs, broadly distributed along the old East, North and West

regional divides with a smattering of swing states where they must compete for absolute votes and vote share. Considering heightened voter

interest, the surge in voter awareness and education by political, institutional and civil society actors, the absence of a ruling incumbent in this

cycle and an expected rise in participation, an analysis of the latest polling data does not provide us with a clear frontrunner - an unprecedented

state of affairs in Nigerian electoral history.

This is predicated on several factors. While many respondents were clear about who they think will win the presidential contest in their state,

their candidate preferences were less than consistent. This might be because the candidate preference question imputes a sense of personal

responsibility on the respondent to assess their candidate choice while the question on ‘who they think will win the contest’ shifts the

assessment of the issue from the personal to more general terms. Furthermore, a plurality of registered voters told us that ethnicity and religion

would play big parts in their choice of candidate. This runs contrary to recent commentary that suggests that this will be Nigeria’s first

post-modern election, where voters will be squarely focused on the issues in determining their candidate choice. The data suggests otherwise

and shows that this belief is region- and religion-agnostic. This might also be the primary reason why the ‘undecided’ pool of voters remains large

in this poll and similar polls of this kind and has remained a significant factor throughout this election cycle. Nigerians also expect vote buying,

despite recent technological and legislative changes that seek to curb its effect, to be a factor that colours this election. While an overwhelming

majority of respondents claim that they won’t sell their vote, more than a third have experienced vote buying in the past, setting a possible stage

for political actors to run rings around the voting process.

The data suggest that two of the four leading candidates - the Labour Party’s Peter Obi and the Peoples Democratic Party’s Atiku Abubakar -

could garner enough votes over a sufficient number of Nigerian states spread across four of the country’s six geopolitical zones to be able to

meet the constitutional requirement of scoring 25% in at least 24 states. This outcome, however, is complicated by the fact that the All

Progressives Congress’s Bola Tinubu is likely to do well in two of the country’s biggest voting states - Kano and Lagos - and coupled with strong

performances in a potpourri of heavily populated Southwest and Northwest states may have the inside track on winning the popular vote. We,
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however, do not think he can reach the finish line in the race to 24. The New Nigeria Peoples Party’s Rabiu Kwankwaso, while not projected to

win any state, may garner sufficient votes in Kano and a smattering of states in the North Central and North West geopolitical zones to complicate

the political maths for the other candidates on both the popular vote and the ‘Road to 24’ measures. For all of the reasons enumerated above,

we are not confident enough to call the election for any candidates. We maintain our initial assessment from our two previous forecasts -

Nigerians will need a second round to decide their next President definitively.

Another observation has to be about institutional trust. Nigerians appear to be waning in their confidence in INEC’s ability to deliver a free, fair

and credible election. While the electoral body has promised to deliver the most credible elections yet, important gaps remain between the work

that election managers have put into organising this vote and the public’s perception of that work. This important relationship between voters

and vote managers appears to be impacted by three major factors - the possible impact that insecurity may have on Vote Day, the public’s

awareness of a new electoral law and the voter biometric accreditation process. Just 60% of voters say they trust INEC to conduct a credible

exercise. Younger voters were slightly less likely to trust the umpire than other demographic groups. Only 66% of Nigerian voters say they know

the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2022, a law that came into effect a year away from the presidential elections. Critically, wealthier and older voters

broadly report higher levels of electoral law awareness than younger voters and students, who comprise most voters. Of concern is the fact that

only 4 in 10 voters say the new law will have a positive impact on the elections. The recent judicial pronouncement and associated commentary

surrounding the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) - which will be deployed nationally for the first time after being trialled in three

off-cycle state elections - appears to have sullied voter enthusiasm. A full third of Nigerian voters report not having any knowledge of BVAS.

Again, older and wealthier voters were more likely to be aware of BVAS. Only 42% of voters know the fallback procedure for voting in the event of

technical challenges with BVAS, a major concern considering that the devices need a strong 3G or basic 4G connection to assure optimal

performance. As the contest draws near, INEC and supporting partners need to channel a lot of their energies over the next few weeks to ramp

up positive voter appreciation of the authentication process and appeal/remedial procedures in the event of technical glitches.

A final observation: one thing that jumped out is the declining interest in down-ballot elections. Most citizens are focused on the presidential

election, owing to the power arrogated to the centre by the 1999 Constitution. All respondents to this survey answered questions about the
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presidential elections, while only 35% of respondents responded to questions about the governorship elections. The interest in state legislature

elections was 14%. This drop-off is unacceptable. Citizens must recognise the significance of these other levels of elections as they play a crucial

role in determining the quality of life within their communities. Despite this, we attempted to model for the National Assembly elections. Our

model points to a Senate dominated by the APC and a House of Representatives with the PDP in the majority, pointing to the potential for

legislative gridlock in the 10th National Assembly.
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The 2023 General Election in Nigeria represents a few firsts since its return to democracy in 1999. It is the first time a former army general is not

on the ballot for the main political parties. Additionally, it is the first time since 1979 that the presidential race has a third force contender who is

seen as a serious challenger in the elections. This means that, more than ever, the existing models for predicting the direction of elections in the

country are unlikely to work in the 2023 elections.

But other issues bear interrogation. Nigeria's federal system of government requires the concurrent functioning of the three tiers of government

(local, state, and federal) to facilitate substantive change. Regrettably, it has been noted that the Nigerian electorate tends to focus primarily on

the presidential elections, neglecting the significance of elections for the governorship, legislative, and local government.

Voters must recognise the significance of these other levels of elections as they play a crucial role in determining the quality of life within their

communities. For instance, the local government is responsible for providing basic services such as basic education and healthcare. On the other

hand, the state governments are responsible for overseeing the implementation of these services, as well as for economic development and job

creation. Furthermore, the legislative arm of government is tasked with the responsibility of creating and passing laws, as well as ensuring

accountability. Consequently, it is crucial for citizens to participate in these other elections actively and to consider the consequences of their

decisions. This can be achieved through a heightened awareness of the important role that each level of government plays and through the

engagement of citizens in the democratic process. This will enable citizens to hold their elected officials accountable and ensure that those in

power meet their needs.

Most voters are focused on the presidential election, owing to the power arrogated to the centre by the 1999 Constitution.

Election
Category Interest level (%)
Presidential 100%
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Governorship 34.53%
Senate 19.86%
House of Rep 16.75%
State Assembly 14.24%

Although the Constitution is federal on paper, experts have argued that it is quasi-federal and still retains shades of the unification decree passed

into law under General Aguiyi Ironsi, the country’s first military ruler, in 1966. This argument largely stems from the fact that security is one of 68

items on Nigeria’s legislative list, which only the federal government can decide. For example, some state governors have complained that the

constitution prevents them from taking swift action against non-state actors because they do not control the police force in their territory.

On the legislative front, presidents and state governors always hope their party will dominate the legislature. For the first time in the Fourth

Republic, Nigerians might elect a president whose party will be the minority in the tenth assembly. That will undoubtedly present problems, as

the president might be forced to use executive orders more often to bypass the country’s two lawmaking houses. Our survey shows that many

voters in this year’s elections will attempt to vote across party lines in the presidential, legislative and gubernatorial ballots.

There are also real challenges – security, economic, social – that the country goes into the elections with that are likely to impact how the

electorate will vote significantly.

Finally, the perennial twins of ethnicity and religion have been a factor in previous elections in Nigeria. It is necessary to attempt to measure how

much of an impact they may have on the 2023 elections.

To this end, in partnership with Enough Is Enough Nigeria, SBM Intelligence has carried out a nationwide survey to provide indicative direction on

the following:

● How are Nigerians likely to vote by gender, location, age, income and religion?

● Who do Nigerians believe will win the elections, irrespective of how they vote individually?

● How much impact do these parameters have on projected voting patterns?
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● Will Nigerians vote for the same parties across the board or for different candidates in each of the electoral races in the 2023 election?

● What are PVC collection rates and likeliness to vote in the elections?

● How aware are Nigerians of the candidates in the other races, such as gubernatorial and legislative?

● Are Nigerians aware of the new electoral law, its provisions and INECs voting procedure, especially concerning the BVAS?

● How much do Nigerians trust INEC to deliver a free and fair election?

● History of vote buying, probability of voters selling their votes and vote buying thresholds.

● As violence looks like an increasingly go-to tool for the political players to impact elections, what are the potential security and violence

flashpoints?

The survey polled 11,534 Nigerians across the 36 States and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), ensuring a population-reflective representation

across demographics such as age, gender, religion and income levels, and the rural-urban split.

The report provides a robust and detailed analysis of the polling data to provide insights into these questions. While recognising the potential of

social desirability bias, where respondents alter their perspectives to present themselves in the best possible light, we believe that these polls

strongly indicate how Nigerians are likely to vote in the 2023 elections.
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METHODOLOGY

SBM Intelligence aimed to survey 10,000 respondents in the 36 states and the F.C.T., polling only potential voters. The total number of registered

voters for the 2023 general elections is 93.2 million, as given by INEC in January 2023. Based on this total, we determined the following for this

survey using standard sampling calculation methods.

Region

No. of

Registered

Voters

Percentage of registered

voters

Target no. of respondents

per Region

North Central 15,363,731 16.44 1,536

North East 12,542,429 13.42 1,254

North West 22,255,562 23.81 2,626

South East 10,907,606 11.67 1,091

South South 14,440,714 15.45 1,594

South West 17,958,966 19.21 1,946

To arrive at the number of respondents for each state, we weighted the number of respondents per geopolitical zone, then divided these

numbers for each geopolitical zone by the number of states in each zone. After that, the states in each zone were appraised for the number of

registered voters in each state, thus, in the South-West geopolitical zone, for example, Ekiti ended up with fewer respondents than Lagos. This

weighting gave preference to Lagos, Kano, Kaduna, and Rivers as first-tier states with at least ten more respondents than other states in their

geopolitical zones, and then Katsina, Oyo, Delta, Plateau, Benue, Bauchi, Niger, Ogun and Anambra as second tier states with at least six more

respondents than other states in their geopolitical zones, thus giving a final respondent chart that bore a resemblance to the number of

registered voters as published by INEC. In the event, we spoke with 11,534 respondents, exceeding our target by 14.8%.
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Sample Size 11,534 Respondents

Margin of Error ±3%

Confidence level 95%

The survey asked the respondents 45 questions covering Demographics, PVC Collection Status, Intent to Vote, How they will vote, awareness of

key electoral information, experience and intent concerning vote buying and electoral violence, the impact of ethnicity and religion on their

voting intentions and their voting preferences.

The survey was administered in person and via telephone in the following proportions over 20 days between 22 January and 6 February 2023.

Survey Administration Method Count Percentage

In-Person 8,921 78%

Phone 2,613 22%

The sampling takes into account the distribution of voters by location, allocating weights in the sampling by the number of voters a location has

on the register.

Quantitative analysis was carried out on the primary data collected, disaggregating by the relevant parameters on each question amongst the

following – Gender, Religion, Age, Income and Location – to extract insights driven by these parameters for each of the questions the survey

seeks to answer.
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Finally, our commentary on the quantitative analysis includes the nuances that non-quantitative data alone can provide to provide context

around some of the results and/or explain some of them to finally offer insights into how we project the elections to go.
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DEMOGRAPHICS
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ABILITY

ABILITY TO VOTE - PVC COLLECTION

In line with the trends shown in SBM’s January 2023 survey1 on PVC collection trends, PVC collection rates amongst the respondents continue to

be high, indicative of an electorate that is keen to vote in the 2023 general elections.

1 SBM Intelligence (2023). 2023 elections: Voter turnout will rise. Available online: https://bit.ly/40V2qDY.
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A disaggregation by gender shows that while 94% of the male respondents had picked up their PVCs, for women, 88% had picked up. While the

female numbers are high, it represents a 6% gap behind the male pickup numbers.

The age-based trend shows that while the pickup rate is high across all ages, with 89% of the youngest age group being the lowest, there was a

positive correlation between higher age groups and PVC pickup rates amongst the respondents.
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The trend by income levels indicates that the higher the income level, the higher the PVC collection rate, with the lowest rate found amongst

students who indicated earning no income at 88% - which remains relatively high. There was no significant variance in PVC collection rates when

disaggregated by the respondents' religion.
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When disaggregated by location, two outlier states emerge, both in the South West geopolitical zone. The state with the highest non-collection

rate amongst the respondents is Osun, with 38%, followed by Ogun, with 23%. This is particularly remarkable for Osun, considering that an

off-cycle gubernatorial election was held in 2022 in the state. These two states are the only states with less than an 80% PVC collection rate from

the respondents to this survey.
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ABILITY TO VOTE – REGISTRATION IN STATE OF RESIDENCE

PVCs are mapped to specific polling units, and voters can only vote if they can make it to the location where their PVCs are registered. One of the

large drivers of low turnout, even when voters had their PVCs, was being registered in a different state from where those voters reside. A key

example from 2019, when voters travelled to vote, and elections were postponed, causing these voters to return to their states of residence

before the new election dates, resulting in their inability to vote,2 illustrates this point. Towards the 2023 elections, the INEC CVR process made

the process of PVC transfer much easier than it had been in past election cycles. Therefore, a key question in the survey was to ascertain if voters

are registered in their states of residence, which is likely to increase their likeliness to vote.

90% of the respondents answered in the affirmative, out of the 92% of total respondents who have collected their PVCs.

2 Akwagyiram, A., Carsten, P. (2019) Nigeria election delay probably hit voter turnout: U.S. observer. Available online: https://reut.rs/3E4yETk.
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When this is disaggregated by gender, only a marginal 2% difference is present between the male and female respondents, with the men edging

it at 90%.
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The trends by age have the oldest and the youngest, with the largest occurrence of respondents registered outside their states of residence at

12% and 14%, respectively. Many of the young 14% are likely the same 13% of the students in the income chart who had the same response.

Despite this, none of the categories across age and income demographic disaggregations falls below 80%.

The states with the highest occurrence of respondents registered outside their states of residence occur in the South. In the South East, three

states – Ebonyi (35%), Anambra (28%) and Abia (25%) – have more than 20% of their respondents registered outside the states. In the

South-South, three States as well – Rivers (26%), Delta (24%) and Cross River (20%) had at least 20% of their respondents registered outside the

state. While only Ogun (31%) has this trend in the South West, Osun (19%) comes marginally close. No state in the North has up to 20% of the

respondents registered outside their states of residence.
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As the CVR process and PVC collection are closed, it will mean that these respondents from states with such high occurrence would only be able

to vote if they choose to travel to the states where they registered to exercise their franchise.

ABILITY TO VOTE – PLAN TO TRAVEL TO STATE OF VOTER REGISTRATION FROM STATE OF RESIDENCE

The study, therefore, followed up the previous question for those who indicated that they were not registered to vote in their state of residence

with this question – “are you planning to go to where you are registered to vote in the 2023 elections?”

78% of the 10% of respondents with their PVCs who fall into this category indicated that they plan to go to the states where they registered to

cast their vote in the 2023 general elections.
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A 6% gap occurs between the male and female respondents when the answer to this question is disaggregated by gender, perhaps reflective of

the generally higher social acceptance of such travel for men.
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While the general desire to travel to vote is high across income, those who earn ₦200,00 or more have an 11% difference from the next closest

category in favour of travelling to vote. This perhaps speaks to them having more means to travel and greater flexibility in their work than their

lower-earning counterparts. A second point to note is that while students had the highest percentage at 25% for those who have no plans to

travel to vote, the survey data was collected before the announcement of a shutdown of universities for three to four weeks3 to enable students

to return to their bases to participate in the elections. We believe that this policy will likely significantly alter this specific data point materially as

many of these students are now likely to go home.

Abia is a statistical outlier, with up to 83% of respondents in this category not having plans to return to their states of registration to vote.

3 Ojo, J. (2023) FG directs VCs to close universities for elections. Available online: https://bit.ly/3YiQ72p.
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WILLINGNESS

The previous section looked at the ability of the respondents to vote, as defined by the INEC guidelines – having a PVC and appearing with the

PVC at the polling unit the voter is registered to on election day. This section looks at the key variable that impacts voter turnout on election day

– the willingness of the voters to come out on election day to cast their votes.

WILLINGNESS – HOW LIKELY RESPONDENTS ARE TO VOTE

This question requires the respondent to select one of five options, indicative of how certain they will vote on election day. The options are

explained below.

● Certain to vote – Respondent is 100% certain they will vote on election day.

● Most likely to vote – Respondent is highly inclined to vote. However, there is a remote chance they may not.

● Don’t know – Respondent is yet to make up their mind and has a 50/50 chance of voting or not.

● Probably won’t vote – Respondent is highly disinclined to vote. However, there is a remote chance they may vote.

● I won’t vote – Respondent is 100% certain they will not vote on election day.
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Taken together, those that fall on the side of likely voting (Certain and Most Likely) come to 91% of the respondents, indicative of an elevated

likelihood to vote amongst the respondents. This is in line with a previous SBM report which predicted higher turnout in the 2023 elections.4

4 SBM Intelligence (2023). 2023 elections: Voter turnout will rise. Available online: https://bit.ly/40V2qDY.
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There is a slightly higher percentage (6%) of male respondents who are certain to vote and a 1% higher percentage of female respondents in the

most likely to vote category. However, both genders maintain a high occurrence of the positive divide regarding the likeliness to vote.

There is no significant variance by age or income when both certain to vote and most likely to vote responses are taken together, indicating a

uniformity across the board by these demographics.
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In most of the states across the North, the certain-to-vote responses is very high, above 60% of the responses. The states that do not follow this

trend, such as Kogi and Niger in the North Central, Gombe and Yobe in the North East as well as Kaduna, Katsina and Sokoto in the North West,

maintain a high most likely to vote as a replacement for the percentages shaved off the certain to vote. Taking both responses together, all the

states follow the trend of having majority voters with a higher likelihood of voting in the 2023 general elections.

Only Kogi (11%) and Yobe (9%) have a significant percentage of respondents who indicated an unlikeliness to vote in the elections.
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In most states across the South, the general trend holds, with different mixes of the two positive responses concerning likeliness to vote.

However, in the South West, three of the six states – Ogun, Osun and Oyo – have significant proportions of respondents who fall into the other

three response categories. In the South-South, only Rivers falls into this category.

Taken altogether, while some pockets of responses indicating low likeliness exist in some states, the predominant trend is one where most

respondents are either certain of voting or most likely to vote, indicating a high probability of a high turnout, especially if the issues that may

impact those who indicated most likely to vote are dealt with to move them to the certain to vote category before and/or during the elections.

The issues raised by those less likely to vote and which influenced their choice are summarised in the chart below.
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As the PVC collection deadline has lapsed, it is unlikely that the 32% who do not have their PVCs can be helped except a decision is taken to

reopen PVC collection, which may prove to be a logistical challenge for an INEC that is now focused on the elections itself. The second most

common issue raised, however, concerns security. A concerted effort must be made to assure Nigerians of their security during the elections to

encourage an even higher turnout.

To this end, the poll followed this question up with an inquiry on the experience of security issues of the respondents in previous elections. 48%

of the respondents say they have experienced insecurity in previous elections, with 7% more men than women answering yes.
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When the data is disaggregated by age, young people below 25, many of whom will be participating in elections for the first time in 2023, have

the least percentage of respondents who have experienced security issues in past elections. As the respondents get older, a larger share have

experienced electoral security issues, likely due to the larger number of elections they have participated in.

In the North Central, states like Kogi (77%) and Niger (62%) had the majority of the respondents had experienced electoral security issues

previously. In the North East, in four of the six states – Adamawa (76%), Borno (72%), Yobe (59%) and Bauchi (52%) – the majority of the

respondents had also experienced security issues during elections. In the North West, this was the case in five of the seven states – Katsina
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(81%), Sokoto (80%), Kebbi (69%), Jigawa (54%) and Zamfara (52%). These taken together indicate a prevalence of respondents with such

experiences during previous elections in the north.
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In the Sout East, in two of the states – Imo (81%) and Anambra (63%) – the majority had experienced security issues during past elections, with

Enugu maintaining a 50/50 split. In the South-South, two of the six states – Rivers (63%) and Bayelsa (62%) – had the majority experiencing the

same, with Edo only marginally below the halfway mark with 47%. In the South West, only in Oyo (65%) did the majority experience security

issues in previous elections. However, Lagos cuts it close, with 47% of the respondents saying Yes.

These trends show a widespread experience of security issues in past elections from the respondents across the regions. This constitutes one of

the key deterrents the respondents raised that may reduce their likeliness to vote, and it bears reiterating that both INEC and the security

services must assure Nigerians and do all that is necessary to prevent election security issues from occurring in the 2023 general elections to

encourage the anticipated record voter turnout numbers.
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INEC AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS

The central stakeholder in delivering credible elections in Nigeria is the electoral umpire, the Independent National Electoral Commission. INEC

has carried out a Continuous Voter Registration process which added record numbers of new voters to the voter register. Strengthened by the

new electoral act signed into law by President Buhari in February 2022,5 INEC has promised to deliver the most credible elections yet in 2023.

Knowledge of the new innovations INEC has introduced into the voting process, as well as electorate trust in INEC to deliver on its promise, is

crucial to the elections. This survey sought to establish these.

INEC AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS – AWARENESS OF THE NEW ELECTORAL LAW

The framework governing the 2023 elections, which all stakeholders – INEC, political actors, voters and judiciary – must adhere to, forms a key

part of the basis of the expectation of a freer and fairer election. It was, therefore, important to establish awareness of, and belief in the potential

impact of the new law on the credibility of the elections in the mind of the electorate.

5 Iroanusi, Q. (2022) Finally, Buhari signs amended Electoral Bill into law. Available online: https://bit.ly/40PGcDb.
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While generally, 66% of the total respondents indicated awareness, when broken by gender, men had an 8% lead on the female respondents

regarding awareness of the new electoral law.
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There is a positive correlation between higher incomes and knowledge of electoral law. The same positive correlation exists when the data is

disaggregated by age. This may indicate a need to improve communications to and engagement with lower-income and younger demographics

with regard to the electoral law.
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INEC AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS – WILL NEW ELECTORAL LAW HAVE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE 2023 ELECTIONS?

Only 44% of the respondents were positive that the new law will impact the elections positively. A significant 41% are ambivalent and have

adopted a “we shall see” stance. It is therefore important for INEC and other stakeholders to ensure that the law indeed has a positive impact on

election conduct. The female respondents are more sceptical of the law’s impact than the male respondents.
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The younger respondents expressed more scepticism towards the law. In addition, the lower the income group, the lower the overall belief that

the law will impact the elections positively. It is important to highlight that these are also the groups that had a higher percentage of those who

were not aware of the law – it is, therefore, plausible that the lower knowledge of the law amongst them is a driver of this increased scepticism.
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In most of the states in the North Central, except for Kwara, the majority of the respondents are either ambivalent, replying maybe, or do not

believe the new law will have a positive impact. The other exception is Abuja, which understandably is the Federal Capital. In the North East,

most states believe the law will have a positive impact on the election. The only exception is in Gombe where 86% picked the maybe option. In

the North West, Katsina is an outlier, with a majority (53%) picking the hard No option in response to this question. It is the only state in the

north where no being the majority is the case.
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In the South East, Anambra and Imo, two states with off-cycle gubernatorial elections are those with a very significant number of respondents

who do not believe the elections will be positively impacted by the new law. In the other states – Enugu, Ebonyi and Abia, there are more

respondents who indicated the maybe option than any of the other two options. This is reflective of a much lower belief in the potential positive

impact of the new electoral law in the region. In the same vein, in the South-South, four of the six states indicated more maybe than the other

two, and in Akwa Ibom, no had the greatest percentage of responses at 44%. Only in Cross River is there a greater Yes response to this question.

In the South West, four of the six states have a Yes response as the majority. However, in Osun, one of these states, a significant 33% answered in

the negative, perhaps due to the ongoing legal issues around their off-cycle gubernatorial elections.
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INEC AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS – KNOWLEDGE OF BVAS

The Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) is one of the key innovations that INEC has introduced into the electoral process on election day

in order to improve the credibility of the results. It has been used in two gubernatorial elections – Ekiti and Osun – and other elections. The 2023

elections will be the first time the technology will be deployed nationally and will serve as a litmus test for its impact on national elections. While

there has been a significant focus on messaging specifically about BVAS from INEC, it was important to gauge if this messaging has reached the

voters, and if they trust the BVAS system and their knowledge of the fallback procedure in the event of a BVAS failure.

66% of the respondents have heard of the system. A full 34% say they have not heard of BVAS. INEC will need to intensify messaging in order to

reach this very significant category of voters.
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A significantly smaller portion of younger people below 25 have not heard of BVAS – at 44%, this is a full 10% above the general average. This is

remarkable, considering this demographic is the most tech-savvy and can be reached most efficiently via digital means.

Conversely, a higher income correlates with a higher percentage of respondents with knowledge of the BVAS.
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It is remarkable that the FCT and neighbouring Nasarawa, from which many of the residents go to the FCT daily to work, have the highest

percentage of respondents who have not heard of BVAS, at 46% and 48% respectively. Of all the states in the North Central, only Kwara (18%) has

less than 20% of its respondents saying they have not heard of BVAS.

In the North East, while states like Adamawa (20%) and Gombe (12%) have 20% or less of the respondents not having heard of BVAS, it is also

here that a state like Yobe has a majority of the respondents not having heard of BVAS at 63%, and Taraba has 49% as well. In the North West,

none of the states has less than 20% of their respondents who have heard of BVAS. In Jigawa, this is 58%, while Kaduna and Kano have 40% and

36%, respectively. Most of these states have relatively large voting populations, it is crucial for INEC to reach them and educate them on BVAS

and how it will impact the voting process on election day.
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In the South East, none of the states has below 20% of their respondents who have not heard of BVAS. In Ebonyi, they constituted a full 56% of

respondents, and in Abia, 40%. In the South-South, two states – Edo (64%) and Akwa Ibom (56%) – have a majority of their respondents also

answering no to this question. However, in Cross River, only 5% of the respondents were not aware of BVAS, the lowest nationally. In the South

West as well, two states – Ondo (58%) and Osun (55%) – had a majority of their respondents unaware of BVAS. Osun is particularly remarkable

considering that BVAS was deployed in the state’s gubernatorial election in 2023. This is contrasted with Ekiti, where BVAS was also used in the

same year, and only 3% of the respondents were not aware of BVAS.

The trends in the south are similar to those in the north, suggesting that INEC has its work cut out for it across the country to bridge this critical

knowledge gap, especially in the states where the gap is huge.
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INEC AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS – KNOWLEDGE OF BVAS FALLBACK PROCESS

When asked if they had knowledge of the fallback process in the event of a BVAS failure at their polling unit, 58% of the respondents replied in

the negative. This means that an extra 22% joined the 34% who did not know of the BVAS at all from the previous question. It follows that, if

these events occur and the INEC officer attempts to follow procedure, there is a real possibility that voters, unaware of the procedure, may

interpret differently, leading to a possibility of confrontation at the polling units. It is important for INEC to not only inform the voters of the BVAS

process but also of this fallback procedure to avoid such situations.
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The trends here as well as the insights follow a similar pattern as the previous question on overall awareness of BVAS.
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In the North Central, even in the states where there was more awareness of BVAS, in most locations, on the BVAS failure procedure, a greater

percentage in all but two states answered in the negative. The same trend holds in the North West and the North East, with Kano and Kebbi

maintaining marginally lower percentages than in the question on awareness of BVAS.
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Across the South, only in three states – Imo (54%), Bayelsa (66%), Ekiti (61%) and Oyo (54%) – did a majority of respondents know about the

fallback procedure.

This presents a challenge that INEC must do extensive work in these last few days before the election to get this knowledge to all pockets of the

country.
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INEC AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS – TRUST IN INEC TO CONDUCT CREDIBLE ELECTIONS

Only 60% of the respondents say they trust that INEC will conduct credible elections in the 2023 elections.
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There is marginally lower trust in INEC to conduct credible elections in 2023 amongst the following categories of respondents – female, younger

people and lower-income earners. However, across all the demographic disaggregations, the majority of the respondents indicated Yes to the

question.

The most significant variance for this question comes from the disaggregation by the state of residence of the respondents.
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In the North Central, the states with the greatest percentages of negative responses to this question were Nasarawa (43%), Kogi (39%) and

Plateau (31%). In the North East, most of the states have a majority of their respondents responding positively to this question. However, Gombe

is an outlier in this, with 89% of its respondents answering the hard no. For Yobe, a significant 27% also picked this option, with 16% being

unsure. In addition, 47% of respondents in Taraba were also unsure. In the North West, only Katsina had a majority of its respondents with 72%

responding negatively. The trust in INEC question shows a split between the North Central and the other two northern regions, with the former

having a significant number of states with a very significant percentage of respondents not trusting INEC to conduct credible elections in 2023,

while only one state for each of the other two regions has outliers with a majority expressing a lack of trust in INEC.
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In the South East, Imo has most of its respondents (44%) replying negatively. Enugu also has 40% selecting the hard no. However, in Ebonyi, most

of the respondents (68%) opted for the not sure response. Only in Anambra and Abia did a majority of the respondents trust that INEC will

conduct credible elections in 2023. In the South-South, four of the six states had the majority of respondents trusting INEC. However, in Akwa

Ibom, 48% of the respondents, the majority for the state, selected the hard no. Also in Edo and Rivers, the hard no and unsure responses were

very significant minorities, with unsure leading in Edo.

In the South West, in all but one state, the majority of the respondents believe INEC will conduct credible elections, with Ondo as an outlier, with

93% of the respondents selecting yes, the highest nationally.
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As with the North, there is a split in the South, with the South West largely expressing trust in INEC, the South-South being more of a mixed bag

and the South East expressing a stronger distrust in INEC than the other southern geopolitical zones.

INEC AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS – TRUST IN BVAS TO CHECK ELECTORAL MALPRACTICES

Only 44% of the respondents trust that BVAS will check electoral malpractices. This is less than the 60% that trust INEC to conduct credible

elections, the 66% that are aware of BVAS and only marginally more than the 42% that the BVAS fallback procedure. A very large 35% are unsure,

perhaps due to recent news on the BVAS with regards to the Osun election and/or are adopting a “let us see” approach to see if it performs at
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the national level. It is crucial that INEC ensures that BVAS performs credibly in the general elections, in order to build a baseline of trust based

on performance for the system going into subsequent elections.
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As with the questions on the trust of INEC, the trust of BVAS to check electoral malpractice increases as the age or income of the respondents

increases, with a slight dip for the oldest respondents.
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The states in the North Central follow the national trend for this question except Kwara where the percentage of positive answers at 73% far

exceeds the 44% of the national average, and in Nasarawa where 47% of the hard no answer is significantly greater than the 21% from the

national average. In the North East, Gombe remains the outlier in the trust of INEC question, with 74% of the responses in the negative, and

Taraba has a far greater percentage of responses with Not Sure than for the trust of INEC question, as well as the national average. Three states –

Borno (67%), Adamawa (59%) and Bauchi (59%) had yes answer significantly greater than the 44% national average. In the North West, Katsina

(41%) and Jigawa (32%) had negative responses much greater than the national average.
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In the South East, of the five states, three trended differently from the national average. Abia and Ebonyi had significantly greater not sure

responses, while Enugu had a much greater no response at 41%. In the South-South as well, one of the states – Cross River – had a significantly

greater percentage of yes responses at 80% than the 44% national average. However, in Akwa Ibom and Edo, as in the previous INEC question,

there is a significantly greater percentage of hard no responses than the national average. In the South West, three states baulk the trend, with

Ondo having 95% of responses as Unsure, while Ekiti has 74% as Yes.
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INFLUENCES ON VOTER BEHAVIOUR

Various factors influence voting behaviour on election day. For example, a key influencing factor for turnout is the occurrence or the fear of

security issues on election day, as a previous section of this report highlighted. However, the poll sought to test the influence of three key factors

that are usually high when discussing electoral choices in Nigeria – the influence of money with respect to vote buying, religion and ethnicity in

how voters make their choices on election day proper. This section of the report seeks to provide insight into these three factors.

INFLUENCES ON VOTER BEHAVIOUR – VOTE BUYING

The first question in this section seeks to establish the historical occurrence of vote buying amongst the respondents. 37% of them admitted to

having experienced vote buying in previous elections.
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The data shows that as the income of the respondent increased, there was a reduction in the percentage that had participated in vote buying.

The student population is lower because a large proportion of them have not participated in previous elections. In spite of this downward trend,

even amongst the highest earning category, 38% of the respondents, 1% more than the overall average has experienced vote buying.

When disaggregated by age, the percentage that had experienced vote buying increased with age, such that the oldest group of respondents at

70 and above are the only group with a majority who have participated in vote buying at 52%. This is likely due to the fact that the number of

previous elections participated in increases with age, thereby increasing the opportunities to have participated in vote buying.

A gender gap also exists with 7% more men having participated in vote buying on election day than women.
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In the North Central, three states – Kogi (57%), Niger (48%) and Kwara (43%) – had the greatest percentages of respondents who have previously

experienced vote buying, exceeding the overall average of 37%. In the North East, Adamawa state is the only state where a majority of the

respondents have experience vote buying in the past, with 77% answering yes. Borno (46%) also has an occurrence greater than the national

average, with Yobe, the third highest in the zone, trending close to the overall average at 36%. In the North West, four of the seven states –

Katsina (74%), Zamfara (72%), Sokoto (66%) and Kebbi (66%) – have a percentage of respondents who have experienced vote buying as the

majority, far exceeding the national average. In addition, Jigawa, at 44% while not in the majority in the state, still exceeds the national average

by 7%.
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In the South East, only respondents from Abia baulked the trend with 92% saying they had not experienced vote buying in previous elections. In

all other four South East states, the majority of the respondents have experienced vote buying in elections. In the South-South, only in Cross

River did the percentage of those who had experienced vote buying exceed the overall average. However, Edo (30%), Rivers (34%) and Delta

(27%) still had significant minorities who have experienced past vote buying. In the South West, Lagos, Ogun and Ondo had greater than 80% of

their respondents indicating that they had not experienced vote buying in previous elections. However, in the three other states, Ekiti had a

50/50 split, while Oyo had a slight majority of 51% having experienced vote buying. In Osun, a significant minority at 32% have experienced vote

buying.

The conclusion is that vote buying is widespread and a significant minority in some cases, and a majority in many cases have experienced it all

over the country. It, therefore, has been a powerful influence in the past, on election day.

The follow-up question is therefore to ascertain how much these votes are bought for, and attempt to map this and/or find factors that influence

the amounts.
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Of the 37% who experienced vote buying in the past, 68% of them sold their votes for less than ₦5,000, and another 23% for between ₦6,000

and ₦10,000.
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While across the board, the broad trend of most vote buying falling below ₦5,000 holds, it is clear that the main differentiation in the amounts

offered for vote buying is impacted by the income of the voter. The higher the income level, the greater the percentage of voters that are offered

between ₦11,000 to ₦20,000 and also amounts greater than ₦20,000.

76



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

77



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

78



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

79



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

80



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

While the general trend holds, two factors impact vote-buying amounts in states. First, the general poverty levels in the state have an impact on

the amounts that are offered – in poorer states, lower amounts dominate. However, in addition, where the elections are keenly contested, there

is a likelihood that vote-buying amounts trend upwards as the candidates try to outdo each other, raising the amounts above what the poverty

levels in the state would ordinarily have dictated.

VOTE BUYING IN THE 2023 ELECTIONS

A follow-on question to the respondents was on their possible plans to sell their votes in the 2023 general elections. Of the respondents, 91%

indicated they did not intend to sell their votes in 2023. While we believe this understates the percentage who are likely to engage in vote selling,

as people may be reluctant to admit to planning to commit a crime, it is our hope that the degree of understating is minimal and that this is

reflective of close to reality.
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Of the 9% who responded with amounts they intend to sell their votes for in 2023, the breakdown of the amounts they are willing to sell their

votes for is shown below.

82



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

Clearly, there is a shift towards higher amounts on average, increasing the cost of vote buying for the politicians who seek to distort the electoral

process with this practice.

While it is possible to break the data down by location, income, gender or age, we have chosen not to in this report, to forestall the possibility of

such analysis becoming a vote-buying planning tool in the hands of bad political actors.
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INFLUENCES ON VOTER BEHAVIOUR – HOW RELIGIOUS RESPONDENTS ARE

In analysing the data for this survey, we counted over 250 ethnic groups stated by the respondents, reflecting the complexity of analysing voter

preferences by ethnicity. Religion presents fewer options and therefore, analysis by religion quantitatively follows clearer lines. However, we still

included a question on the influence of ethnicity in voting choices and will present the results in this section, along with the impact of religion.

When disaggregated by the religion of the respondents, 10% more Muslims consider themselves very religious when compared to Christians, and

an even greater difference of 17% difference occurs when compared with the African Traditional Religion.
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Higher-income respondents indicated a greater claim of being Very Religious, as well as below ₦30,000 respondents. Middle-income earners

tended to indicate more moderate than very religious. There is no significant differentiation by age or gender.
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Generally, the southern and North Central respondents tended to predominantly consider themselves more moderately religious, while in the

North West and North East, a much greater percentage of respondents tended to consider themselves to be very religious with the two highest

occurrences in the region with Gombe (86%) and Bauchi (74%).
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INFLUENCES ON VOTER BEHAVIOUR – IMPACT OF RELIGION ON VOTER CHOICES

Only half of the respondents were certain that their religious beliefs would not impact their voting choices in the 2023 elections.

While 30% say they are certain their religious beliefs will, 20% say they are unsure. For a question of this nature, a respondent who is unsure is

likelier to be influenced by their religious belief but believes it is not politically correct to say so.

This is significant, as it means that if these trends hold in the larger voting population, religion is likely to influence the voting choices of 50% of

the voters in the 2023 elections.
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There is no significant differentiation when this is disaggregated by gender. However, disaggregated by the other demographics, differentiation

emerges.

More Muslims say their religious beliefs will impact their voting choices than the other groups, at 35% when compared with 27% for the

Christians. Both groups make up the majority of the religious beliefs of the respondents and are representative of the general distribution in the

population. In addition, both groups have very significant percentages – Christian (20%) and Muslim (19%) – who say they are not sure. It,

therefore, follows the general overall trends on this question. It is therefore safe to conclude that for both the main religious groups, as well as

the religious minorities, religious beliefs will impact their voting choices significantly in the 2023 general elections.
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Along income lines, while religion still plays a significant role in the choice of all income categories, the higher the income group, the lower the

percentage who say it will impact their choice. This trend is only reversed by the highest income group, earning above ₦200,000 which is the

only group with a greater percentage than the previous lower income group which says it will have an impact. This follows the same trend as the

previous question on how religious they considered themselves. We can therefore conclude that there is a correlation between how religious a

group of respondents consider themselves and how much religion impacts their voting choices.

When disaggregated by age, as with the income question, it follows the trend with the question on how religious the groups considered

themselves, buttressing the previous conclusion on the correlation between this question and the previous one.
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In the North Central, the FCT and neighbouring Nasarawa are the outliers, with 80% and 75% respectively responding No to this question. For

most of the other states, religious beliefs will play a significant role in the voting choices of the respondents, with Kogi (47%), Plateau (46%) and

Niger (39%) having the most firm yes answers to this question.

In the North East, apart from Gombe which had 93% of its respondents selecting no, in two states – Adamawa (69%) and Borno (55%) – more

than 50% of the respondents selected yes to this question, with Bauchi coming close on their heels at 43%. In Taraba and Yobe, the other two

states, more than half selected not sure, which in the context of this question indicates a likeliness that religion will indeed have some impact on

voting choices.
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In the North West, four of the seven states had a majority of their respondents selecting No in response to this question – Kebbi (84%), Katsina

(66%), Zamfara (64%) and Kano (56%). Only in Jigawa (63%) and Kaduna (50%) did the majority select Yes. However, even in states like Kano and

Katsina, a significant minority of over 30% still stated clearly that religious beliefs are certain to impact their voting choices. Considering that

these states have very large voter numbers, this will have a major impact on electoral outcomes.

Three of the five South East states have a majority of their respondents indicating that religion will not impact their 2023 voting choices. The two

other states – Imo (43%) and Abia (41%) – also have a significant percentage who selected this option. However, in both these states, slightly

more respondents say their religious beliefs will impact their voting choices.
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In the South-South, Bayelsa is the outlier with 76% of respondents answering yes to this question. However, in all the other states, the majority

of the respondents say it will not. Cross River however has a significant minority who say it will affect their choices, at 35%.

In the South West, in three of the six states, the majority of the respondents states that religion would not affect their voting choices. However, in

two states, Ondo (40%) and Osun (42%), more respondents than not say that it will. Oyo also has a significant minority whose religion will affect

their voting choices, at 38%.

In conclusion, in every region, there is a significant enough voter base whose religion will impact their voting choices. Therefore, while religion

will not be the major driver of voting generally, it will overall be a significant factor, and in some areas, it will be the key factor in voting choices.
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The second non-monetary factor apart from religion that looms large in political discourse in Nigeria is ethnicity. While Nigeria has hundreds of

ethnic groups (in this survey of nearly twelve thousand respondents, there were over 250 groups represented), the major groups dominate the

electoral discourse at the centre. This section seeks to answer the question of the impact ethnicity is likely to have on voting choices in the 2023

general elections.

There are slightly fewer people who answered Yes for ethnicity (28%) than for religion (30%), and not sure with 16% for ethnicity and 20% for

religion. However, this still means that generally speaking, 44% of the respondents are likely to have ethnicity impact their voting choices in 2023.

As with religion, there is little differentiation by gender.
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When disaggregated by religion, the Christian respondents had the lowest percentage at 24% who said ethnicity will impact their voting choices

while Muslim respondents had the highest at 34%. In spite of this, 60% of Christian respondents and 50% of Muslim respondents answered no to

this question.

The disaggregation by income followed a similar trend to that by religion with a reduction in the percentages who say ethnicity will impact their

voting choices as income category increased, except for the highest income earners who reversed this trend. As with income, disaggregation by

age also reflects similar trends to the previous question.

While none of the states in the North East has those who answered yes in the majority, significant minorities occurred in Kogi (37%), Plateau

(35%), Niger (33%) and Kwara (28%). In the North East, Adamawa (55%) and Borno (45%) had most respondents say ethnicity will impact their
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voting choices. Gombe had most saying it won’t at 97%. In the North West, Jigawa and Katsina had yes responses being the majority, with Kaduna

and Sokoto having significant minorities.

The conclusion here is that the states of the North follow the same trends as with the question on the impact of religion, with the difference

being that the percentage that said yes and/or not sure for religion is greater than for ethnicity, which means that while both are factors, religion

is a greater factor than ethnicity.

As with the North, the trends in the South follow the trends for the question on religion as well, but with the Yes percentages lower for this

ethnicity question, except in the South West where the percentages for ethnicity were far greater than for religion. This means that in the rest of

the South, as in the North, religion is a greater influence than ethnicity. However, in the South West, ethnicity is a stronger influence on voting

than religion for the 2023 elections.
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As part of the study, we asked voters to rate the outgoing Muhammadu Buhari administration on a number of socioeconomic indicators on a

scale of 0 (being the lowest) to 5 (being the highest). Voters rated the administration a 0 or the lowest on insecurity (48%), the economy (47%),

corruption (47%), fuel scarcity (46%), jobs/employment (46%), and jobs/employment (46%). The administration’s best rating was on corruption

(18%), followed by tackling fuel scarcity (12%) and insecurity (11%). On all indicators, the current administration’s rating of either a 0 or 1

constituted more than half of the rating pool, indicating far-reaching dissatisfaction with the country’s current state of governance.
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Nigerian voters have consistently named the economy and insecurity as the main issues of concern to them, and this study was no different. 3 in

10 voters said insecurity was the most pressing issue the next administration should address on coming into office. A further 2 in 10 voters

named the economy as the most urgent priority for the next government. These trends hold across gender, age and income demographics.

Corruption (11%), fuel subsidy (8%) and government reform/restructuring (5%) made up the top five priorities of the government for voters.

100



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKSINFLUENCES ON VOTER BEHAVIOUR – IMPACT OF INSECURITY

Security plays a pivotal role in determining if an election is free and fair. Fear of election-induced violence would affect not only voter turnout but

also the integrity of the elections. This is a concern INEC has had to grapple with in the last few months with recorded incidents of destruction of

some of its facilities in the South East6 and South-South.7

Going into the elections, the South East continues to dominate in security concerns. Abia leads the survey where respondents were asked if they

had experienced a security issue in the past when they tried to vote. Also, a nearly equal number of Abia respondents responded the opposite

way, saying that they had not witnessed violence at a polling unit when they tried to vote.

State of residence

Percentage of respondents that experienced

security issues in previous elections Major security threat in state

ABIA 25% IPOB

ADAMAWA 76%

Shila Boys: This is a criminal, cult-like youth gang that could be contracted for

electoral purposes.

AKWA IBOM 30% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

ANAMBRA 63%

IPOB: Many of the attacks that have taken place across police stations and

INEC facilities have been attributed to IPOB. The state also faces youth gang

violence and the possible sporadic outbreak of communal clashes

BAUCHI 52%

Banditry: LGAs like Dass, Toro, Alkaleri, among other,s are witnessing

heightened banditry

7 Are, J. (2022) ‘50 incidents, 15 states’ — INEC details attacks on its offices in 4 years. Available online: https://bit.ly/3E5kYr9.

6 Are, J. (2022) INEC office attacked in Imo — fourth incident in three weeks. Available online: https://bit.ly/3YJV4Ba.
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BAYELSA 62% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

BENUE 30%

Fulani Herdsmen: given the massive displacement that has occurred

following increased attacks by herders, the election may witness low voter

turnout in rural areas

BORNO 72%

Boko Haram: factional clashes may have been restricted to the Lake Chad

fringes, but INEC logistics to other parts of the state will be a key security

concern

CROSS RIVER 35% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

DELTA 35% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

EBONYI 39%

IPOB and Ebube Agu: HURIWA on 10th February submitted a letter to the US

Embassy asking for sanctions against Gov David Umahi for using Ebube Agu

to settle political scores. Apart from attacks on political actors by Ebube Agu,

a clash between them and IPOB will scuttle polls.

EDO 47% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

EKITI 31%

Kidnap for ransom, although the threat level might be low if INEC officials

transporting logistics have enough security

ENUGU 50%

IPOB: Many of the group's attacks have focused on Enugu City. However,

Fulani Herdsmen continue to strike in the fringes, especially in Isi-Uzo, and

this plus displacement may dampen turnout.

F.C.T 25%

The FCT's major challenge in the election may be post-election violence,

especially if voters perceive manipulation

GOMBE 6%

Communal clashes, although the threat of this is low given that only two of

such incidents have been recorded in the past two years.

IMO 81% IPOB

JIGAWA 54% Banditry
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KADUNA 41% Banditry, Fulani Herdsmen

KANO 22%

Possible post-election violence given the many interests at play and Kano

being an election battleground

KATSINA 81% Banditry

KEBBI 69% Banditry

KOGI 77%

Kidnap for ransom, although the threat level might be low if INEC officials

transporting logistics have enough security

KWARA 30%

Kidnap for ransom, although the threat level might be low if INEC officials

transporting logistics have enough security

LAGOS 47% Violent voter suppression: tactical intimidation in opposition strongholds

NASARAWA 31%

Kidnap for ransom, although the threat level might be low if INEC officials

transporting logistics have enough security

NIGER 62%

Banditry: There is a possibility that elections may not take place in distressed

areas like Shiroro, Rafi, Paikoro among others. This would mean more

security in the capital

OGUN 26% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

ONDO 36% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

OSUN 37% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

OYO 65% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

PLATEAU 43%

Ethnic conflict: Fulani vs Indigenes Clashes are reigniting with the Fulanis on

the ascendancy. However, that may not do enough to increase apathy.

RIVERS 63% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals
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Banditry: for now, the worst of such attacks in places like Goronyo, Sabon

Birni and others seem to be past them. However, violence from banditry

cannot be ruled out entirely

TARABA 27% Youth gang violence: political actors using gangs as proxies to attack rivals

YOBE 59%

Boko Haram: the threat seems low given the fact that the state is yet to

experience a Boko Haram episode since September. In the whole of 2022,

only 12 incidents relating to Boko Haram were reported from the state.

ZAMFARA 52%

Banditry: There is a possibility that elections may not occur in distressed

areas like Tsafe, Anka, Maradun, among others. This would mean more

security in the capital
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THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS – PROJECTING THE RESULTS

This section of the report will look at the survey questions that deal specifically with which candidates the respondents will vote for in the 2023

general elections at the presidential level, and at the National Assembly.

APPROACH (PRESIDENTIAL)

We asked the respondents four questions that specifically target what their voting choices will be in the 2023 elections

1. Who is your preferred candidate? – This question seeks to establish which candidate the respondents support in the elections. It

establishes who they will vote for in an ideal situation if the elections hold. It forms the first data point that quantitatively goes into our

analysis and projections. However, no elections are ideal, leading to the subsequent questions.

2. Are you voting for your preferred candidate? – This question will establish how much of the respondents will vote for their preferred

candidates in the elections, placing context around the first question.

3. Will you vote for the same party in all elections? – This question helps us establish which likely alternatives the respondents will consider

in their states where they do not vote for their preferred candidate or where a certain party has strong structures on the ground but

where voters may vote for the party in other elections, but vote differently due to other interests in the presidential election.

4. Who do you think will win the presidency? – This question seeks to establish who, in the event of bandwagoning, the voters are likely to

vote for due to their belief that such a candidate is likeliest to win. The sentiment not “waste their votes” is one that has been much

talked about, and is seen to have some impact on election-day voting. For this question, there were no undecided respondents, and it is

an indication of how the undecided respondents will actually vote on election day.

We will present the outcome of the quantitative analysis of responses to these questions on a state-by-state basis. We will then provide further

analysis taking the four questions together, and using previous analysis on security, vote buying, and the impact of religion and ethnicity to put

context around the numbers further. We will also attempt to predict where the voters who indicate being undecided will likely swing in the

105



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

elections, as these may be the silent majority in some states. In addition, we will consider qualitative factors on the ground in each state, such as

political alliances, incumbency and others relevant on a case-by-case basis to make our final position.

The outcome of this analysis is to make a call on the following on a state-by-state basis

1. Which candidate is likeliest to win the state

2. Which candidate(s) are likely to get 25% of the votes in the state

At the end of this, we will produce a table summarising these results, and then include the voter registration numbers, and our assumptions on

voter turnout.

Based on the above, we will make the following calls on election

1. If there will be a winner in the first round of voting or if the elections will go into a run-off.

2. If there will be a winner, who is likely to win, where, and by how much?

3. What the final electoral map for the 2023 election in general, and for each of the main candidates specifically will be?

4. If there will be a run-off, which candidates are likely to be on the ballot for the run-off.
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NORTH CENTRAL
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BENUE

In Benue, the 43% Undecided respondents in the preferred candidate question show up overwhelmingly for Peter Obi when asked who they

think will win. While Benue is one of the states where Yes responses to questions about religion or ethnicity will impact electoral choices were

relatively low, it is clear that the voters here have separated the presidential elections from others in how they will vote as evidenced in the 78%

who do not plan to vote the same party across board. Despite the fact that security challenges are significant in the state, they will not be enough

to depress voter turnout (60% of respondents say they are certain they will vote). In fact, 55% of the respondents in the state are first-time

voters, the biggest in the zone. The fracture in the PDP on the ground, with the governor participating in the G5 coupled with the fact that the

party’s flagbearer is ethnic Fulani, will severely impact PDP’s chances in the state, opening the way for the Labour Party. We however believe that

the state being the home state of the PDP chairman, with an incumbent PDP governor and an entrenched PDP structure will mean that PDP while

PDP might not get enough votes to get 25%, it will get enough to stop the APC from getting 25% in the state. Our call for Benue is below.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Medium

Projected turnout: High

FCT ABUJA

Both the questions on the preferred candidate and who the respondents think will win follow the same trends, indicative of the fact that this is

largely how the voting will go in the federal capital. In addition, the overwhelming majority of the respondents also indicated that they would

vote for their preferred candidates. While to a lesser degree than Benue, a majority will also vote for different parties in different elections.

Crucially, only 1% stated they were Undecided about their preferred candidate.
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However, we are of the considered opinion that both APC and PDP will do enough to get 25% of the votes in the FCT, while the broad winner will

follow the trend of the quantitative data with a Peter Obi win, albeit not at the 63% - 68% the data suggests.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: High
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KOGI

In Kogi, the key factors that will impact electoral outcomes are the history of electoral violence, and as a result, the impact on voter turnout. 77%

of Kogi respondents have experienced security issues in previous elections, above the national average of 48% and the fourth highest in the

country. This shows up in the likeliness to vote response, where only 39% of the respondents were certain they would vote in the 2023 elections,

behind the national average of 57%. Therefore, voter turnout is likely to be relatively lower in Kogi than in other states.

Considering the incumbent governor is a key member of the Presidential Campaign Committee of the APC candidate, it is likely that both the

projected low turnout and the impact of the governor’s incumbency will at least deliver 25% to the APC candidate. However, there is a wellspring

of discontent, and ethnic opposition towards the governor and this will likely spill into voting for presidential elections towards his party.

We, therefore, believe that the while the Labour Party candidate is likely to win, the APC will do enough to get 25% in the state.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes Yes No Yes
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Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Low
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KWARA

Kwara is a state in flux, with many being undecided, this close to the elections in terms of which candidate they prefer, and whether they would

vote their preferred candidate. However, it is clear that whichever party they ultimately decide to vote for will not only get their votes for the

presidential elections but across the board, with 71% saying they would vote for the same party across all the races in the 2023 elections. In

addition, voter turnout is likely to be high in Kwara, with 71% saying they are certain they will vote, and another 21% saying they are most likely

to vote.

While the APC political machinery that wrested the control of the state from the political machinery of the former senate president, Bukola

Saraki, remains strong, the PDP under Dr Saraki has quietly rebuilt over the years outside power. They are helped by fractures in the state

between the governor’s camp, and that of the minister of information, Lai Mohammed in the APC.

Our projection is that the elections will go the way the Who Do You Think Will Win quantitative analysis indicates, with the modification that the

Labour Party is unlikely to get 25% of votes from the state – it is a straight fight between the APC and the PDP there, and “party structure” will be

the biggest driver of votes in the state.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU Yes Yes No No

Chances of election-related violence: Medium
Projected turnout: Medium

NASARAWA

While there is a high degree of undecided voters when preference is stated, most of these undecided voters move to the APC and PDP when

asked who they think will win.

A moderate majority of the respondents say they are certain to vote, and a large number also say they are most likely to vote, also indicating a

likely high turnout compared to previous years. While the experience of electoral violence is lower than the overall average, the state has
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experienced its fair share of other types of violence since the last elections. Its proximity to the Federal Capital, where many from the state work,

means there will be influence from there on voting patterns.

We think party affiliations will play a smaller part in voting decisions in the state, with voters likely to separate the presidential race from the

other races in the elections.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: High

115



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

NIGER
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In Niger State, with 78% of the respondents voting for their preferred candidate, and the percentage who are not largely correlating with the

undecided, we can extrapolate that voting patterns are likely to follow the qualitative analysis presented of both the Preferred Candidate and

Who Do You Think Will Win questions.

A significant portion of the respondents say their religious leanings are likely to impact their voting choices, at 39%, and with the vast majority of

the states being Muslim, this is likely to also have an impact on voting patterns.

In addition, the state is currently under an APC administration, and while 61% of the respondents say they are unlikely to vote along party lines in

all elections, we project that incumbency will be enough to deliver significant votes to the APC in the state. However, the insecurity issues in the

state will sway voters towards the PDP on election day.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes Yes No No

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Low

PLATEAU
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Plateau State is the second state in the North Central where the respondents who agreed that their religious beliefs will impact their voting

choices was greater than those who are unsure or who said it will not. Considering that 84% of the Plateau respondents were Christian, it is no

surprise that for both preferred candidates and who they thought will win, it skews heavily towards the Labour Party candidate.

In addition, voters in the state are very motivated to vote, with 83% saying they are certain they will vote in the 2023 elections, by far the highest

in the geopolitical zone and only the third highest nationally. We, therefore, project very high voter turnouts in Plateau state who will vote along

the lines indicated in the quantitative analysis.

While a significant 43% of the respondents say they have experienced violence in previous elections, we believe this is unlikely to depress voter

turnout, as the motivations of the voting base are very strong to cast their votes in the 2023 elections. Our call for Plateau is below.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No No No Yes
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Chances of election-related violence: Medium

Projected turnout: High
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NORTH EAST
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ADAMAWA

Adamawa is the home state of the PDP Candidate and as such, many of the voters are very motivated to come out and vote. In addition to this,

69% of the respondents say their religious beliefs will impact how they vote in the elections, while 55% say the same with regard to ethnicity.

87% of the respondents are certain they will vote for their preferred candidates, and 11% are undecided. Only 2% will not.

Considering the religious and ethnic spread of the state, as well as the added factor of being Atiku Abubakar’s home state, our final call is in line

with the quantitative analysis of the poll, an overwhelming win for Mr Atiku, with none of the other candidates being able to poll up to 25% in

the state. Atiku benefits from the absence of a northern figure with the devoted following that Candidate Buhari had in the previous elections.

While this will hold for the presidential elections, as indicated by 72% of the respondents saying they will not vote for the same party in all the

elections, the overwhelming PDP win is unlikely to trickle down to the other races, and traditional voting patterns will hold in these.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes No No No
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Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: High
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BAUCHI

73% of the respondents are certain they will vote in the elections, indicative of potentially high turnout. In addition, 88% of the respondents will

vote for their preferred candidate. However, 52% of the respondents say they have experienced electoral violence in previous elections, and this

may have some impact negatively on voter turnout.

While not as high as in Adamawa, religion is extremely important in Bauchi, with 74% of the respondents saying they consider themselves very

religious. 43% say their religious beliefs will impact their voting choices. Lastly, most of the voters in the state, over 80% are return voters, who

are likelier to vote along the more traditional voting lines. It is the state where Dr Kwakwanso of the NNPP has performed the best so far, and he

will take enough votes to ensure that Labour Party is unable to make the 25% cut.

Our call for Bauchi is below.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes Yes No No
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Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: High
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BORNO

72% of the respondents say they have experienced electoral violence in previous elections. This is expected, as participation in government is

one of the things that Boko Haram, which has largely operated in the state, frowns upon. Even greater than in Bauchi, 55% of the respondents

say their religious belief will impact their voting choices and 45% say their ethnicity will impact their voting choices.

The APC Vice Presidential candidate, Kassim Shettima, is a former governor of the state and is ethnic Kanuri. The Kanuri are the majority in the

state. It, therefore, follows that if ethnicity is a major voter behaviour driver, as is religion, and the incumbent governor is perceived as a

performing APC governor, this will augur well for the APC at the polls. Despite this, Borno has a very significant domestic Christian minority, who

are likely to vote opposite the governor, and contribute to those who say their religion and ethnicity will drive their voting choices.

It is our considered view that most of those who are undecided about voting for their preferred candidate or who have selected Other in the

“who they think will win” question, will likely swing towards the APC, resulting in a narrow win for the party in the state.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes Yes No No

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Moderate

GOMBE

The Christian minority amongst the respondents is significant and reflective of the general voting population in the state. This will likely

contribute to votes for Peter Obi in the state.

Gombe has the second-lowest percentage of voters who are certain they will vote in the North East, suggesting a relatively low voter turnout.

With 90% of the respondents saying they will vote for their preferred candidates, we believe the votes will follow the quantitative analysis.

126



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: Moderate
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TARABA

In Taraba, 85% of the respondents are certain they will vote. The state has been one of those heavily affected by the Pastoral Conflict, and key

political figures in the state view the elections as an existential issue. With a Christian majority, 34% of the respondents say their religious beliefs

will definitely impact their voting choices.

Nearly all the respondents are certain they will vote for their preferred candidate, and only 1% were unsure who they would vote for. For the

people in Taraba, it is clear that their voting behaviour in the presidential elections is separated from the other elections. Hence while political

structure will impact those elections, other factors will dictate who they will vote for in the presidential elections.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: High
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YOBE

The significant presence of undecided voters in terms of their preferred candidate, as well as if they will be voting their preferred candidate when

combined with the 48% who say they will not vote the same party in the 2023 elections points to a state where people have multiple factors

pulling at their political choices and where many will likely ultimately vote for the candidate they think will win the elections.

With 56% saying they have experienced electoral violence, this might have influenced respondents to pick the safer option of saying undecided

for personal voting choices while being willing to state who they thought would win since that question is more depersonalised. Yobe also has the

lowest percentage of voters in the country, at 22%, likely indicative of potentially low voter turnout.

Our call is, therefore to go with the outcome of the “who do you think will win” question for this state.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes Yes No No
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Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Low
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NORTH WEST
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JIGAWA

Jigawa state is a key state where NNPP will have an impact on the electoral outcome. However, as the state is not the core stronghold of the party

in the mould of Kano, it is unlikely it will get enough to have a majority. It will take enough votes to close the electoral outcomes in the state,

especially if it does not go into an alliance before the elections hold.

63% of the respondents are certain they will vote on election day, which indicates a likely high turnout in the state. A key data point is the 33% of

the respondents who say they are first-time voters. This is the largest percentage in the North West, and the fifth largest in the country. Islam is

the predominant religion in Jigawa, and 38% of the respondents considered themselves very religious. 63% say their religion will impact their

voting behaviour, and 55% say their ethnicity will have a similar impact.

The APC is the incumbent party in the state, but the PDP structure remains strong as well, with key figures such as former governor, Sule Lamido

remaining influential. These structures are likely to deliver for their candidates, with Kwakwanso’s NNPP taking a chunk from each.

Based on this context, our call for the elections is below.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU Yes Yes No No

Chances of election-related violence: High
Projected turnout: High

KADUNA

Kaduna state is one of the states at the epicentre of the Pastoral Conflict over the last seven years. Due to this, the division along religious and

ethnic lines has been significantly exacerbated. With regards to direct experience of electoral violence, however, at 41%, the state had the second

lowest percentage of respondents who said Yes. 50% of the respondents say their religion will impact their electoral choices, the fourth highest in

the country, with another 27% saying they are unsure.
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In terms of voter turnout, however, only 35% say they are certain they will vote. A high 55% selected most likely to vote, indicative that they are

also very likely to turn out.

17% say they are undecided on their preferred candidate, but most of these go to Atiku when asked who they think will win. However, we think

Kwakwanso’s NNPP plays enough of a spoiler in Kaduna to ensure that apart from the winning party in the state, only one other party will get the

25% of votes needed for the state to count towards a win. This informs our submission on calling the state.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: High

KANO
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Kano has the highest percentage of voters who say they are certain they will vote in the 2023 elections in the North West, at 73%. This is

indicative of a projected high turnout. In Kano, the APC is incumbent, and the structure is motivated to turnout. In the same vein, the PDP is

determined to win as many votes as possible in the state with the highest number of voters that voted in at least the last four presidential

elections. This is also the state where NNPP has to prove that its support is strong to have a chance at the negotiating table in case of a run-off

where alliances will need to be made. Religion is a key influence in Kano, with 44% of the respondents saying they are very religious.

Therefore, our projection is a strong showing for all three parties, to the detriment of the Labour party. The party-driven nature of the Kano vote

is evident from the 77% who say they will vote for the same party across the board, the second highest in the North West, only behind Kebbi.

However, the Labour Party is still likely to get significant votes in absolute numbers to contribute to the total voter count. The state will be a close

one.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU Yes Yes Yes No

Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: High

KATSINA
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In Katsina, 43% of the respondents are certain that they will vote, the lowest in the North West. This is President Buhari’s home state, and if he

had been on the ballot, it would be a home run for the APC. However, he is not, and this blows the state wide open. While the state is
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predominantly Muslim, a significant minority is Christian. 31% of the respondents also say they will be first-time voters in the 2023 elections. 29%

of the respondents also say religion will have an impact on their voting choices, slightly behind Kano’s 31%.

While there have been defections and counter-defections between the APC and the PDP, these even themselves out on the balance. What is key

is the sense of general disappointment in the APC from both the federal side due to the insecurity and at the state level due to candidate choices

by the incumbent governor for the gubernatorial elections. These will have a significant impact on the electoral outcomes in the state. Most of

the Christian vote is likely to go as a block to Labour Party. A key data point for Katsina is the high proportion of respondents (81%) who have

experienced electoral violence in the past cycles. It is the joint highest in the country, along with Imo. This is likely to weigh heavily on the voter

turnout, especially with President Buhari not on the ballot.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Low

KEBBI
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Kebbi has similar dynamics to Kano, but with two important differences. The absence of a strong NNPP means the votes they would ordinarily

have shaved off the other parties remain with those parties. In addition, Kebbi has a significant population of Christians, and this base is likely to

vote as a block for the Labour Party.

As the data shows, up to 96% of the respondents will vote for their preferred candidates, and a high proportion will vote for the same party all

through.

Kebbi also has a high occurrence of respondents who have experienced electoral violence in the past, at 69%. This is likely to impact voter

turnout, where 59% say they are certain they will vote in these elections. While PDP will likely win the state, this will only be marginal.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Moderate

Projected turnout: High
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SOKOTO

In Sokoto, 80% of the respondents have experienced electoral violence in the past, behind only Katsina in the North West. A significant 25% are

undecided about voting for their preferred candidate, and we believe this base will swing the vote on election day.

Sokoto is the focal point of discontent amongst the northern Christian population with regard to the mob murder of a Christian student,8 and we

expect this to show up in the voting behaviour. However, Sokoto is one of the few states where more respondents say ethnicity, and not religion,

will impact their voting choices, albeit marginally. This, however, is significant and likely indicative of how the undecided vote will swing on

election day.

The state has an incumbent PDP governor, who contested the PDP primaries but stepped down and threw his support behind the PDP

flagbearer.9 In addition, there appear to be strategic realignments in key strategic political blocs in the state that will impact the polls.

9 Egobiambu, E. (2022) PDP Presidential Primary: Tambuwal Steps Down For Atiku. Available online: https://bit.ly/3Im8nCo.

8 Balogun, I., Akinferon, D., Usman, E., et al. (2022) Deborah’s last words as she pleaded for mercy: What do you hope to achieve with this?
Available online: https://bit.ly/3E8ndtU.
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Unfortunately, pre-election violence has also featured in the state,10 indicative that the 2023 elections are likely to have similar experiences of

violence as in the past. Due to this, voter turnout is likely to be lower than Sokoto has the capacity for.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Medium
Projected turnout: Moderate

ZAMFARA

In Zamfara, the biggest issue that will likely loom large over the election is security in the state. We see this as religion and ethnicity impacting

elections have among the lowest response rates in the country amongst Zamfara respondents. It has been the epicentre of bandit attacks in the

10 Jimoh, A. (2022) 2023: How To Avoid Election Violence-Sultan, CAN. Available online: https://bit.ly/3YJPuPP.
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last seven years,11 and the government at both the federal and state levels appear to have lost a handle on the handling of the issue. This has lost

the APC significant swathes of support. However, this is unlikely to be enough to lose APC the state. It will, however significantly reduce their

margins.

72% of the respondents are certain they will turn out in the elections, indicative of potentially high turnout rates. The state also has the least

number of new voters amongst the respondents, hence we expect the vote to be more in line with the traditional alignments in the state.

With 97% of the respondents indicating that they will vote according to their preferences, we expect the votes to follow the pattern.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU Yes Yes No No

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Low

11 Adamson, D. (2022) The Bandit Warlords of Zamfara. Available online: https://bit.ly/3Xw3aw2.
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SOUTH EAST
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ABIA

The key takeaway from the survey data in Abia is that most of the respondents were wary of giving definitive positions when asked personalised

questions. For example, 78% say they are undecided on who to vote for, and 82% say they are undecided on if they would vote for their preferred

candidate. When asked if they were first-time voters or not, 87% declined to answer. In all three cases, these are the second-highest percentages

in the country, only behind Osun. This is indicative of an atmosphere of apprehension in the state with regard to political participation.

The governor’s dalliances with the G512 have not helped his party within the state, with the PDP machinery in a state of inertia. Coupled with the

presence of the ballot of Peter Obi, who hails from the region, it is no surprise that when the question is depersonalised, encouraging the people

to speak more openly, many of the Undecided under preferred candidates chose Peter Obi as whom they thought would win, with some going to

the PDP candidate. Our considered opinion is that this likely represents the voting pattern which people are apprehensive to speak on with

personalised questions.

Our call for the state is below.

12 Akpan, S. (2022) Ikpeazu hosts PDP G5 governors in Abia. Available online: https://bit.ly/3Z6kU2D.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Low
Projected turnout: Moderate

ANAMBRA

Anambra is perhaps the easiest state to call in the 2023 presidential race. As the home state of the candidate who started as an outside third

force candidate but has now swept on popular support to become a major contender, it goes without saying that his support in his base is

unassailable, despite opposition from the incumbent governor, Chukwuma Soludo.13 This of course does not translate to the other races, as 65%

13 Oluwafemi, A. (2023) ‘I wrote it for history’— Soludo defends article forecasting Obi’s defeat. Available online: https://bit.ly/3YzxBmv.
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of the respondents are clear they will not vote for the same party in other races. But for the presidential, the trends in the quantitative analysis

represent the most likely outcomes in Anambra.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Moderate

Projected turnout: High
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EBONYI

Similar trends in Anambra hold in this state. One key difference is the fact that the state governor defected to the APC in order to contest the

presidency,14 while leading a state that has always been PDP. This fracture weakened the PDP in the state while not adding much to the APC.

With the Obi wave sweeping the South East, we expect the voting to follow the trends presented in the data. While there is an outside chance

the governor may be able to use incumbency to win votes for the APC as the data shows, it is unlikely to be enough to reach the 25% threshold.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Medium

Projected turnout: Moderate

14 Ajibola, A. (2020) Ebonyi Governor, David Umahi, defects from PDP to APC. Available online: https://bit.ly/3YLo8rZ.
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ENUGU

The PDP in Enugu has suffered two major distractions that have weakened the party. First, the governor has been a part of the G5,15 causing

significant inertia in the base. Second, key PDP political players support the APC presidential candidate, including a sitting senator who is on the

APC Presidential Campaign Committee.16 The PDP’s lethargic reaction17 to this did not help their cause in the state.

A large undecided base is the result of these situations, with 31% saying they are undecided about voting for their preferred candidate. However,

as with the other South East states considered, these issues are likely to play into the hands of the more motivated supporters of the Labour

Party candidate. For Enugu, our call is aligned with the quantitative analysis of the poll data shown above.

17 Sanni, K. (2023) PDP expels Nnamani, Fayose’s son, others. Available online: https://bit.ly/3HVPcOt.

16 Ochogwu, S. (2022) Shock as PDP Senator, Chimaroke Nnamani makes Tinubu’s Campaign Council list. Available online: https://bit.ly/3YQwXRw.

15 Abaekong, E. (2022) G5 PDP Governors hold long hours of closed-door meetings in Enugu State. Available online: https://bit.ly/3lBSJd6.

151



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Moderate

152



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

IMO

Imo has the highest percentage of respondents who are certain they will vote, at 74%. However, it is also the state where the highest percentage

of respondents say they have experienced electoral violence in past, at 81%. It has also been the epicentre of the violence in the South East,18

and this is likely to impact the voter turnout. There is also likely to be higher electoral violence in the state on election day than in the other

South East states.

In Imo, 39% of the respondents say ethnicity will impact their voting choices, only behind Abia. An even greater 43% say their religious beliefs will

also impact their voting choices. We expect Peter Obi to win the state handily.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No No No Yes

18 SBM Intelligence weekly security brief, 4/2/23.
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Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: High

SOUTH-SOUTH
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AKWA IBOM

In Akwa Ibom, the trend in preferred candidate translates to who the respondents think will win, with 94% of them being certain they will vote

for their preferred candidate.

As the 74% no responses show, most in the state have separated the presidential race from the other races, and will vote differently in them.

While the traditional voting patterns may hold for the other elections, in the voting for president, the 40% who say they are first-time voters are

likely to make their voices heard.

With the APC and the PDP having internal crises within the state,1920 it presents the Labour candidate with an opportunity the trends indicate he

is poised to take.

20 Ugwu, C. (2023) Akwa Ibom APC holds peace meeting after months of crisis. Available online: https://bit.ly/3Yvmr1Z.

19 Okonkwo, U. (2023) Udom Emmanuel and the PDP crisis. Available online: https://bit.ly/3InhAuo.

155



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Medium

Projected turnout: Moderate
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BAYELSA

In Bayelsa, while 64% say they are certain they will vote, 62% say they have experienced electoral violence in past cycles.

In addition, Bayelsa has the highest percentage of respondents in the country who say ethnicity will impact their voting choices, at 66%, and an

even greater percentage for those whose religious beliefs will impact, at 76%, also the highest nationally. It is therefore clear these factors will

greatly impact voting patterns in Bayelsa.

In spite of the above, the PDP structure in the state is strong enough and unified enough to deliver a slim win for the party’s presidential

candidate. As the question on voting the same party in all elections indicates, party-driven voting remains a big factor in Bayelsa.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

ATIKU ABUBAKAR Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Low
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CROSS RIVER

70% of the respondents in Cross River are certain they will vote. However, the state has the highest percentage of respondents who say they have

experienced past electoral violence in the South-South, at 46%. This will likely impact voter turnout.

A key factor in the elections in the state is the weakening of both the APC and the PDP by the governor’s defection from the PDP to the APC,21

causing fractures in both parties simultaneously. In the face of an Obi wave in the region, such a weakness gifts the state, at the presidential level

at least, to the Labour Party. However, this does not go beyond the presidential race, as shown in 74% of the respondents who will not vote the

same party across all elections.

Our conclusion, therefore, is that the quantitative analysis of the poll data is reflective of how the state will vote, except for the likelihood of the

PDP getting 25% in the state due to its entrenched structures.

21 Ukpong, C. (2021) Cross River Governor, Ben Ayade, dumps PDP, joins APC. Available online: https://bit.ly/40VBIL4.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Moderate
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DELTA

The large percentage of Undecided in the preferred candidate question which carried over to if the respondents will be voting for their preferred

candidate – both 30% - indicates that many of those respondents were unwilling to provide their voting choices to the more personalised

question. Remarkably, when depersonalised, the greatest gainer was the APC candidate, in spite of the state being the base of the PDP Vice

Presidential candidate and current governor of Delta state, Ifeanyi Okowa.

In spite of the trend, it is unlikely the PDP will be unable to get the required 25% in the state, with its structures, incumbency and the fact that

the governor is on the ticket.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Medium

Projected turnout: Moderate

161



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

162



COPY FOR D
ATA

 W
ONKS

EDO

Edo state has the second highest percentage of new voters amongst the respondents in the South-South. In addition, 66% say they are certain

they will vote in these elections. However, 47% said they had experienced electoral violence in previous elections, which may impact turnout.

Crucially, the 23% who said they are undecided when asked who they preferred were nearly evenly distributed across the three main contenders.

For most in the state, 83%, the presidential elections are a separate affair from other races, so they will vote differently, and not along their

traditional party lines.

We believe the polls are reflective of the likely voting patterns in the 2023 presidential race.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: High
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RIVERS

The Rivers state governor is the driving force of the G5,22 and after his loss in the PDP presidential primaries, a key driver of the fractures within

the PDP. The fractures are wide open within the state, with his open fraternisation with the APC candidate,23 pitting much of the state PDP

structure on the opposite side of the divide. Much of this has been to the gain of the Labour Party. Rivers has the highest percentage of first-time

voters in the South-South.

However, Rivers also has the highest percentage of respondents who had prior experience of electoral violence, and as the state is shaping up,

violence is likely to be a tool in the 2023 elections as well. This apathy is reflected in the state having the lowest percentage of respondents in the

South-South who say they are certain they will vote.

All in all, it is unlikely that the governor’s support will be enough to deliver 25% to the APC in Rivers. What it may achieve is to take enough away

from the PDP from getting its much-needed 25%. We however believe that even at this, the governor is likely to fail.

23 Ugwu, F. (2022) Amidst devastating flood in Rivers, Wike doles out ₦300m to Lagos State officials’ wives. Available online:
https://bit.ly/3YM3RCK.

22 Alechenu, J. (2022) Pro-Wike BoT members absent as board sets up panel. Available online: https://bit.ly/3xnbeVk.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI Yes No No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: High
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SOUTH WEST
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EKITI

In Ekiti, while 15% of the respondents said they are undecided with regards to a preferred candidate when asked who they thought would win, all

of the 15% went to Bola Tinubu. While only 13% say religion will affect their voting choices, a full 35% say ethnicity will, with another 22% saying

they are unsure – for these unsure, ethnicity will also likely impact their voting choices. It points to the fact that in Ekiti, ethnicity and not religion,

is the bigger of these two factors.

54% of the respondents say they are likely to vote, indicative of a moderately high voter turnout expectation, especially coupled with the fact

that the state also has 30% of those who responded saying they have experienced violence in past election cycles, lower than many other states.

We expect Ekiti to follow the trends in the quantitative analysis of the data, following the trend in their off-cycle gubernatorial elections as shown

in the fact that most voters in the state will vote the same party in all the races in these elections.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU No Yes No No
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Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: High
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LAGOS
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Lagos is the home state of the candidate of the incumbent party, Bola Tinubu. Politically, his political machinery has been in control of the state

since 1999. As shown above, 86% of respondents say they will vote for the same party in all elections, indicative of the party structure driving the

voting within the state.

While religious belief is a motivator for only 10% of the respondents, 31% say ethnicity will impact their electoral choices, following the trend of

Ekiti. 47% of the respondents also say they have experienced violence in previous elections.

However, Lagos is the most cosmopolitan part of the country.  It, therefore, follows that it is the state outside the South East that the

demographic that supports Peter Obi is most concentrated. This shows through in the polls, and while Tinubu will win handily, Obi is likely to get

the needed 25% in Lagos.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU No Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Moderate
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OGUN

The survey data shows a majority of Undecideds in preferred candidate questions for Ogun. This is even reflected in the “who do you think will

win” question where Ogun has the highest percentage for the “other” response. The respondents in the state are unwilling to show which

candidate they support openly definitively.

Our inclination is to call most of these undecideds or ‘other’ for the PDP in the state, as there is no social penalty for identifying with the APC and

the Labour Party is seen as the “good” party to support. What is also evident is that Ogun has the least percentages for both religious and ethnic

influence in voting choices.  The state also has the lowest percentage of people who have experienced electoral violence in the past, at 27%.

Our call for the elections follows the trend, with trading some of the other for the PDP primarily and APC secondarily.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU Yes Yes No Yes
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Chances of election-related violence: Low

Projected turnout: Moderate
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ONDO

Ondo State is the only state where the Labour Party has ever had a governor. The respondents are clear on who they prefer, if they are voting

their preference and if they are voting for the same party in all elections. There is also no material difference between who they say they prefer

and who they think will win.

Most respondents (43%) say their ethnicity will impact their voting choices. While the Yoruba are the biggest ethnic group in the state, Ondo

contains a large minority of non-Yoruba groups who are likely to vote differently. In addition, 40% say religion is a driver of their voting choices.

The state has been at the receiving end of attacks on Christian religious areas24 and kidnapping, and many blamed the ruling party. The state has

the second highest percentage of new voters amongst the South West respondents and also the highest percentage who are certain they will

vote, indicating a potentially high turnout.

We believe the survey represents how the state is likely to vote.

24 Asadu, C. (2022) Over 50 feared dead in Nigeria church attack, officials say. Available online: https://bit.ly/3YSEm2J.
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WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

PETER OBI No Yes No Yes

Chances of election-related violence: Medium
Projected turnout: Low
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OSUN

Osun exhibits the same “undecided” problem that Abia and Ogun have, but takes to it the extreme – it is the highest in the country. This is a

testament to the atmosphere of political uncertainty in the state that makes people unwilling to voice personal firm political positions openly.

However, considering that 43% of the respondents say ethnicity will impact their votes in a state such as Osun, we can conclude that this is likely

to be the key driving factor.

To this end, our call deviates from the quantitative analysis significantly.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU Yes Yes No No

Chances of election-related violence: Medium

Projected turnout: Low
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OYO

In the South West, Oyo has the highest number of respondents who say they have experienced electoral violence in past elections. This forms a

key challenge to voter turnout in the state. The state also has fractures within the APC and the PDP. In PDP, the governor is a part of the G5,25

even as his party structure continues to support the party’s flagbearer.26 This is likely to impact the party’s performance at the polls.

Oyo also has the highest percentage of first-time voters of the South West states at 38%. While the direct question on who they prefer and who

will win seem to place the APC and Labour party neck to neck, the fact that 47% of respondents, the highest in the South West, say ethnicity will

impact their voting choices in Oyo influences our considered opinion to give the edge to the APC candidate.

WILL CANDIDATE GET 25% OF VOTES IN THE STATE

WINNER Atiku Abubakar Bola Tinubu Rabiu Kwakwanso Peter Obi

BOLA TINUBU Yes Yes No Yes

26 Nathaniel, S. (2023) PDP Salutes Oyo People Over Overwhelming Support For Atiku Abubakar. Available online: https://bit.ly/3IjYPb8.

25 Abdulhamid, A. (2023) Atiku/G5 Crisis: PDP Treading Dangerous Path – Makinde. Available online: https://bit.ly/3Yv7GMC.
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Chances of election-related violence: High

Projected turnout: Moderate

The EiE-SBM 2023 Election Forecast calls

State Winner
Will AA get
25%?

Will BT get
25%?

Will PO get
25%?

Will RK get
25%?

Chances of
widespread
insecurity

Projected
turnout

Abia PO N N Y N Low Moderate
Adamawa AA Y N N N Low High
Akwa Ibom PO Y N Y N Medium Moderate
Anambra PO N N Y N Moderate High
Bauchi AA Y Y N N High High
Bayelsa AA Y N Y N High Low
Benue PO N N Y N Medium High
Borno AA Y Y N N High Moderate
Cross River PO Y N Y N High Moderate
Delta PO Y Y Y N Medium Moderate
Ebonyi PO N N Y N Medium Moderate
Edo PO Y N Y N High High
Ekiti BT N Y N N Medium High
Enugu PO N N Y N High Moderate
FCT, Abuja PO Y Y Y N Low High
Gombe AA Y N Y N Low Moderate
Imo PO N N Y N High High
Jigawa BT Y Y N N High High
Kaduna AA Y Y Y N High High
Kano BT Y Y N Y Low High
Katsina AA Y N Y N High Low
Kebbi AA Y Y Y N Moderate High
Kogi PO Y Y Y N High Low
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Kwara BT Y Y N N Medium Medium
Lagos BT N Y Y N High Low
Nasarawa PO Y Y Y N Low High
Niger AA Y Y N N High Low
Ogun BT Y Y Y N Low High
Ondo PO N Y Y N Medium Low
Osun BT Y Y N N Medium Low
Oyo BT Y Y Y N High Moderate
Plateau PO N N Y N Medium High
Rivers PO Y N Y N High Low
Sokoto AA Y Y Y N Medium Moderate
Taraba PO Y N Y N Low High
Yobe AA Y Y N N High Low
Zamfara BT Y Y N N High Low
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APPROACH FOR PROJECTING NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SEATS

Given the significant drop off in respondents for questions around the legislative seats, our projections do not attempt to model for individual

races for the Senate or House of Representatives. Our Senate and House caucus projections are based on several factors - the current party

dominant in a given state's federal legislative caucus, our projection of the likely winner of the presidential vote in the state and the proportion of

likely voters who say that they will split their votes among candidates of different political parties.

State

Presidential

Winner Dominant party in Senate

Dominant party

in House

Vote same

party Yes

(%) Call (Senate) Call (HoR)

Abia LP PDP PDP 25 PDP PDP

Adamawa PDP PDP PDP 28 PDP PDP

Akwa Ibom LP PDP PDP 26 PDP PDP

Anambra LP PDP PDP 35 PDP PDP

Bauchi PDP APC APC 59 APC APC

Bayelsa PDP PDP PDP 74 PDP PDP

Benue LP PDP PDP 22 PDP PDP

Borno PDP APC APC 72 APC APC

Cross River LP PDP PDP 26 PDP PDP

Delta LP APC PDP 33 PDP PDP/APC

Ebonyi LP PDP PDP 9 PDP PDP

Edo LP PDP PDP/APC 17 PDP PDP

Ekiti APC APC APC 82 APC APC

Enugu LP PDP PDP 21 PDP PDP

FCT, Abuja LP PDP PDP 34 PDP PDP

Gombe PDP APC APC 69 APC APC

Imo LP APC PDP 11 PDP PDP
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Jigawa APC APC APC 74 APC APC

Kaduna PDP APC APC 55 APC APC

Kano APC APC APC 77 APC APC

Katsina PDP APC APC 48 APC APC

Kebbi PDP APC APC 78 APC APC

Kogi LP APC APC 62 APC APC

Kwara APC APC APC 71 APC APC

Lagos APC APC APC 86 APC APC

Nasarawa LP APC PDP/APC 11 APC PDP

Niger PDP APC APC 39 APC PDP

Ogun APC APC APC 80 APC APC

Ondo LP PDP APC 100 PDP APC

Osun APC APC APC 67 APC APC

Oyo APC APC APC 72 APC APC

Plateau LP APC PDP 39 PDP PDP

Rivers LP PDP PDP 54 PDP PDP

Sokoto PDP APC APC 36 APC PDP/APC

Taraba LP PDP APC 6 PDP PDP

Yobe PDP APC APC 58 APC PDP

Zamfara APC PDP PDP 74 PDP PDP

Triangulating between those factors, we believe that the APC could win 60 seats in the Senate, while the PDP may win 46 seats. This leaves a

margin of three seats which could go either way or could be taken by third parties. In the House, we believe that the APC may lose its majority

and win 160 seats, and the PDP may win 185 seats, leaving 15 seats to go either way or to smaller parties.
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CONCLUSION

The path to Aso Rock has been riddled with permutations and scenario planning primarily because, for the first time since the era of

parliamentary democracy in the 1960s, there are three competitive political blocs, broadly distributed along the old East, North and West

regional divides with a smattering of swing states where they must compete for absolute votes and vote share. Considering heightened voter

interest, the surge in voter awareness and education by political, institutional and civil society actors, the absence of a ruling incumbent in this

cycle and an expected rise in participation, an analysis of the latest polling data does not provide us with a clear frontrunner - an unprecedented

state of affairs in Nigerian electoral history. The data from this survey suggest that two of the four leading candidates - the Labour Party’s Peter

Obi and the Peoples Democratic Party’s Atiku Abubakar - would garner enough votes over a sufficient number of Nigerian states spread across

four of the country’s six geopolitical zones to be able to meet the constitutional requirement of scoring 25% in at least 24 states. This is

complicated by the fact that the All Progressives Congress’s Bola Tinubu, on the back of winning in two of the country’s biggest voting states -

Kano and Lagos - and coupled with strong performances in a potpourri of heavily populated Southwest and Northwest states may win the

popular vote, leading to a runoff. For these reasons, we believe that the presidential election will go to a runoff for the first time in Nigeria’s

history.

This is predicated on turnout, and we believe turnout would be higher than in 2019. However, turnout will not be uniform across the various

states, and the performance of various candidates will be determined by which states have higher or lower turnouts. While many respondents

were clear about who they think will win the presidential contest in their state, their candidate preferences were less than consistent. This might

be because the candidate preference question imputes a sense of personal responsibility on the respondent to assess their candidate choice

while the question on ‘who they think will win the contest’ shifts the assessment of the issue from the personal to more general terms.

Furthermore, contrary to recent commentary that suggests that this will be Nigeria’s first post-modern election, where voters will be squarely

focused on the issues in determining their candidate choice, a plurality of registered voters told us that ethnicity and religion would play big parts

in their choice of candidate. This might also be the primary reason why the ‘undecided’ pool of voters remains large in this poll and similar polls

of this kind and has remained a significant factor throughout this election cycle.
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Unfortunately, Nigerians appear to be waning in their confidence in INEC’s ability to deliver a free, fair and credible election. While the electoral

body has promised to deliver the most credible elections yet, important gaps remain between the work that election managers have put into

organising this vote and the public’s perception of that work. This important relationship between voters and vote managers appears to be

impacted by three major factors - the possible impact that insecurity may have on Vote Day, the public’s awareness of a new electoral law and

the voter biometric accreditation process. Just 60% of voters say they trust INEC to conduct a credible exercise. Younger voters were slightly less

likely to trust the umpire than other demographic groups. Only 66% of Nigerian voters know about the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2022.

Critically, wealthier and older voters broadly report higher levels of electoral law awareness than younger voters and students, who comprise

most voters. Of concern is the fact that only 4 in 10 voters say the new law will have a positive impact on the elections. The recent judicial

pronouncement and associated commentary surrounding the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) - which will be deployed nationally for

the first time after being trialled in three off-cycle state elections - appears to have sullied voter enthusiasm. A full third of Nigerian voters report

not having any knowledge of BVAS. Again, older and wealthier voters were more likely to be aware of BVAS. Only 42% of voters know the fallback

procedure for voting in the event of technical challenges with BVAS, a major concern considering that the devices need a strong 3G or basic 4G

connection to assure optimal performance. As the contest draws near, INEC and supporting partners need to channel a lot of their energies over

the next few weeks to ramp up positive voter appreciation of the authentication process and appeal/remedial procedures in the event of

technical glitches.

Nigerians also expect vote buying, despite recent technological and legislative changes that seek to curb its effect, to be a factor that colours this

election. While an overwhelming majority of respondents claim that they won’t sell their vote, more than a third have experienced vote buying in

the past, setting a possible stage for political actors to run rings around the voting process.

Our final word is on the other races. Most citizens are focused on the presidential election, and we find the reduced interest in down-ballot

elections worrying. All respondents to this survey answered questions about the presidential elections, while only 35% of respondents responded

to questions about the governorship elections. The interest in state legislature elections was 14%. Despite this unacceptable drop-off, we

attempted to model for the National Assembly elections. Our model points to a Senate dominated by the APC and a House of Representatives
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with the PDP in the majority, pointing to the potential for legislative gridlock in the 10th National Assembly. Citizens must recognise the

significance of these other levels of elections as they play a crucial role in determining the quality of life within their communities.

ABOUT ENOUGH IS ENOUGH NIGERIA

Enough is Enough (EiE) Nigeria (aka The EiE Project) was set up as the next step from two citizens’ protests in 2010 on our missing President,

killings in Jos & fuel scarcity – March 16 protest to the National Assembly & April 13 protest to the Lagos State Governor. Based on the

mobilisation done for the protests, it started as a loose network of individuals and organisations committed to changing the dynamics of

accountability to citizens by public officials. The protests were organised primarily via email, SMS, Twitter, Blackberry Messenger and Facebook. It

was the beginning of what would be EiE’s heavy reliance on technology as a tool of education, engagement and mobilisation. EiE began

operations in January 2011 with grants from the Omidyar Network and MacArthur Foundation. It was formally registered in July 2012.

EiE continues to be a loose network of individuals and organisations committed to instituting a culture of good governance and public

accountability in Nigeria through active citizenship. EiE’s #RSVP – Register | Select | Vote | Protect is Nigeria’s longest-running get-out-the-vote

campaign. It is a play on the popular acronym and the idea is that the four letters represent the activities young people, and indeed all Nigerians,

need to complete to positively impact governance in Nigeria.
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EiE was an integral part of the #OccupyNigeria movement in 2012; co-leads the #OpenNASS campaign and launched the #OfficeOfTheCitizen

campaign to mark its 5th anniversary in 2015. It published a collection of essays to mark its decade plus of impact in 2022 - Footprints: Past |

Present | Future.

ABOUT SBM

SBM Intelligence is an Africa-focused geopolitical research and strategic communications consulting firm that addresses the critical need for

political, social, economic and market data, and big data analytics. We employ various methods of data collection.

Our Data Collection Methodology team advises on data collection methods for all ONS social and business surveys. With clients both within the

business and the wider government community, we aim to provide expert advice on data collection procedures and carry out research leading to

improvements in survey quality.

Since 2013, we have provided data analytics and strategic communication solutions to clients across various sectors in Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory

Coast, Kenya, South Africa, the UK, France and the United States.
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